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EP TRAN NAIADES III Public Hearing 

“Naiades III – Strategic Tools for Sustainable Inland Waterways Transport within the EU” 

What is in NAIADES for inland ports and logistics 

By Turi Fiorito, Director of the European Federation of Inland Ports 

 

Introduction 

 EFIP Represents over 200 inland ports in Europe 

 From the Danube to the Rhine across the breath of the EU 

 Inland ports are multimodal centers for logistics and industry 

 Bring together rail and inland shipping, the cleanest forms of European transport 

 And transforming into zero-carbon energy sources 

 Mission: inland ports as “Enablers of Green Logistics” 

How does NAIADES III help in this mission? 

Green Energy infrastructure deployment 

 In order to green the sector, the relevant infrastructure has to be deployed 

 It’s the only way the users can make the transition 

 NAIADES III outlines various points on this such as under CEF, Horizon and AFIR 

 This is very welcome because there are many challenges to overcome 

 With OPS for instance, there are many challenges with relation to the national/regional 

energy grids. 

 They don’t always reach the waterside and expanding the network is not always a priority for 

governments. 

 Synergies with TEN-E needed as well  

 Outstanding question:  

o NAIADES III outlines that it will give support to energy infrastructure deployment. 

However, it is unclear if this will be new dedicated systems or if this only means 

existing initiatives? 

o Under the AFIR, national policy frameworks will have to be made for the 2024 review 

where questions about hydrogen, battery power and other energy sources will be 

discussed. We hope that the AFIR will reflect the Corridor approach as adopted under 

the Nagtegaal report earlier this year.  

 By a corridor approach we mean to move away from the traditional model of 

mandating all fuels in all ports. That used to be practical with diesel and 

gasoil but with hydrogen, batteries, ammonia and others it is just outdated. 

Not every port can be expected to have a hydrogen generation or storage 

facility. Instead we need to plan at what locations relevant infrastructure 
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needs to be developed based on the needs of shippers, industry users, on 

geographic challenges and other factors. This should be done along the TEN-T 

Corridors at the very least and the Commission should have a role in ensuring 

that Member States follow the approach. Only that way we avoid stranded 

assets and we can have the most efficient deployment of the energy 

infrastructure of the future. 

Study to support greening of inland ports 

 We thank the relevant MEPs for championing this study, it is very needed 

 There are still many questions and not all ports can or should even reinvent the wheel 

 Case studies and lessons learned will be very welcome 

 We hope this study will also look at circular economy and energy reusage questions 

Multimodal Framework 

 We must shift more goods to inland shipping and rail to make our network greener and more 

competitive 

 Over the last few decades, the EU has reinforced the individual modes 

 Now is the time to ensure that the different modes can work together 

 A revision of the Combined transport directive is very needed 

 But it must go much further than its current scope and objective 

 It should cover all multimodal transport actions and create incentives based on how many 

external social costs we can reduce 

 EP TRAN was very ambitious when a revision was proposed in 2017, we hope this will 

continue when this revision comes in 2023 

Digitalisation 

 In order to strengthen multimodal transport, robust digitalisation is needed  

 This includes next year’s RIS revision and support from CEF 

 We hope that these initiatives support the current systems being developed and do not 

jeopardize the systems we are developing  

Waste reception and degassing 

 NAIADES outlines that an assessment of waste and degassing facilities and the needs 

 This is very important as degassing is a difficult challenge and facilities need to be deployed in 

a coordinated manner 

 However, I do want to warn that we should not throw out the baby with the bathwater 

 Currently there is a very robust waste reception and management system along the Rhine 

called the CDNI  

 It goes very far and has had very strong success since its inception 

 I hope that if this assessment finds that European rules are needed, it will build upon the 

exisiting CDNI system instead of jeopardizing what is there now 
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What are we missing? 

 I would like to especially refer to points made in the Nagtegaal report earlier this year 

 Urban mobility is mentioned in there and a lot of inland ports are very active on this 

 We have initiatives all over Europe where ports are trying to solve local congestion, energy 

and environmental problems  

 We hope this extra attention can be given to when on the 14 the new Urban Mobility Plan 

Framework Communication will be published 

 

 A lot has already been said about the TEN-T Revision coming up which is very important to us 

as well 

 What needs to be added is the need to secure rail connections to the ports 

 There are cases where rail connections have fallen in disrepair outside of the port area, 

making multimodal transport very difficult 

 In other cases, Member states are actively trying to remove rail connections or even prevent 

those connections from being developed 

 This goes directly against the spirit of the Smart and Sustainable Mobility Strategy  

 We hope that following the Nagtegaal report, the TEN-T revision will enshrine the need for 

rail connections to port (note on maritime) 

 

 A final addition is that of circular economy 

 Inland ports are the ideal locations for recycling and energy reusage activities 

 This is however rarely or ever reflected in the European context 

 We hope that in the future this can be addressed in relevant legislative and non-legislative 

initiatives  

 


