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David McALLISTER has been a Member of the European Parliament (Germany,
EPP) since 2014. He is Chair of the Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs and
of its EU-UK Coordination Group, and has also chaired the EP Delegation to the US
Congress. He previously served as a member of the Land parliament of
Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony), becoming the chair of its CDU delegation. He was
Minister President (prime minister) of Niedersachsen from 2010 to 2013. He
studied law at the Leibnitz University, Hannover - and has been a lawyer since
1998 - and holds an honorary doctorate from Edinburgh University.

Philippe LE CORRE is a non-resident Senior Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace, and a Research Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School. He
specialises in China and competition in the Asia-Pacific region. He has served as
senior policy adviser on Asia within the French Ministry of Defence. He has worked
in Asia as a foreign correspondent, publishing in The Wall Street Journal, Financial
Times, South China Morning Post, Straits Times, Politico, National Interest, Le
Monde and Les Echos. He is the author of ‘China’s Offensive in Europe’ (2016),
‘Quand la Chine va au marché’ (1999) and ‘Après Hong Kong’ (1997). He has an
MSc in Asian studies from the National Institute for Oriental Languages and
Civilizations, Paris, and an MA in political science from the Sorbonne.
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Hervé LEMAHIEU is the Director of Research at the Lowy Institute in Sydney,
Australia, where he specialises in methodologies to improve understanding of key
issues, including the Asia Power Index, Global Diplomacy Index and Covid
Performance Index. He previously worked at the International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS), where he was Research Associate for Political Economy
and Security. In an earlier role at Oxford Analytica, he consulted on early warning
and geopolitical risk for governments and international organisations. He holds
an MSc in global governance and diplomacy from the Oxford University, and an
MA in International Relations and Modern History from St Andrews.

Barbara PLINKERT has been Head of Division for Southeast Asia and ASEAN at
the European External Action Service (EEAS) since September 2021. Prior to that,
she served as EU Ambassador to Singapore (2017-21). From 2015 to 2017, she was
Head of Division responsible for Headquarters Security and EEAS Security Policy
at the EEAS in Brussels. She previously served in Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Tajikstan and
Kazakhstan. She holds a Master’s degree in arts, in Sinology, Southeast Asian
studies and linguistics from the Free University of Berlin.

Martin RUSSELL is a Policy Analyst in the External Policies Unit of the Members’
Research Service within EPRS. He began his career teaching for the British Council
in Communist Bulgaria. He went on to work in Hungary, Poland and Brunei, before
working in the European Economic and Social Committee from 2004. In 2014, he
joined the Members’ Research Service of DG EPRS, where he covers Southeast
Asia, as well as Russia, the Southern Caucasus and Central Asia. His recent
publications have covered ASEAN, political developments in Myanmar, and the
EU's sanctions policy. He holds a Master’s degree in modern languages from
Cambridge University.
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