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Newsletter
Committee meeting

15 November, 1 December and 8 December 2021

Dear Reader,

In view of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 2021
continued to be a challenging year, which is
especially true for the policy areas and sectors that
the European Parliament’s Committee on Culture
and Education (CULT) represents. In the second
year of one of the most severe crises Europe and
the entire world have been facing since the end of
the Second Word War, nurseries, schools, higher
educational establishments and adult training
centres alongside youth and sports clubs
continued to be affected by restrictions and
closures. While the resilience of these sectors has
been remarkable and the utmost efforts of all
involved to transition to digital needs to be saluted, the lack of digital skills and the widening of
existing inequalities both across the Union and within the Member States has been a concern which
our Committee has aimed to address by means of different initiatives. This includes, for example, an
own-initiative report on making the European Education Area a reality by 2025, learning lessons from
the pandemic.

The situation of the cultural and creative sectors appears equally grave, with long-term closures of
cultural establishments, ongoing limitations on production and other challenges representing an
existential threat for artists, musicians and the many people working for and in the cultural and
creative sphere. Against the backdrop of widening societal gaps, growing conflict between
supporters and critics of governmental policies on the pandemic, and a worsening international
landscape, disinformation and fake news have been rising, thus demonstrating the need for a robust
and diverse media sector that provides critical reporting. In these areas, too, CULT has worked to
highlight existing problems and to offer adequate answers at a European level, including by ensuring
that the unprecedented recovery package of the EU helps to get our continent – and especially the
education, culture, media, youth and sports sectors – back on their feet. Yet fundamental problems
still persist, and we will have to continue to address them in 2022.
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Notwithstanding the problems and hardships of the last twelve months, there is also good news to
convey: not only have the new 2021-2027 editions of the three EU funding programmes in the remit
of our Committee – namely Erasmus+, Creative Europe and the European Solidarity Corps – been
successfully launched in 2021, offering additional and better opportunities for more Europeans, and
also actively supporting the Union’s green and digital transition; I am also glad that less than three
month’s following the Commission President’s corresponding announcement in her State of the
Union address to make 2022 the European Year of Youth, negotiations between the co-legislators
have come to a successful close recently. Beyond the concrete activities and opportunities the Year
will offer to young Europeans, dedicating 2022 to Europe’s youth is a most important gesture,
demonstrating that the European Project needs to be more actively shaped for the young and future
generations, ensuring their active involvement, and allowing them to develop a European sense of
belonging.

It is on such a positive note that I take this opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a Merry
Christmas and a healthy and happy new year 2022.

Sabine Verheyen
Chair of the CULT Committee

The European Year of Youth 2022
CULT adopts the preliminary political agreement on the proposal for a decision on a European
Year of Youth 2022 (8 December 2021)

On 8 December 2021, the CULT Committee
unanimously adopted the provisional political
agreement on the proposal for a decision on the
European Year of Youth (2022). The provisional
political agreement, reached in less than two
months after the Commission’s proposal had been
announced, proposes a far reaching and complete
framework allowing the European institutions and
the Member States to strongly engage with young
people and design and implement an ambitious
European Year of Youth (EYY).

The EYY is designed to engage strongly with young
people in addressing their most relevant and
pressing concerns through the organisation of a
wide variety of events, studies and debates. The
Year will tackle issues such as equal access to
quality education, the situation of young people in
the labour market, climate change, mental health
as well as the digital transition. The Year is
characterised by its inclusive approach, involving
civil society and youth organisations in the process
of its development and implementation. In
addition, the Commission will hold regular
meetings during the Year, open to all stakeholders,

and with the European Parliament as an actively
participating observer. The agreement will allow
for the voice of young people to be better heard
and taken into account at policymaking level by
ensuring that youth policies become a horizontal
crosscutting priority in all policy fields. The co-
legislators managed to secure strong financial
support for the Year, with a minimum budget of
EUR 8 million covering the operational costs at
European level, but also with potential additional
contributions by other relevant EU programmes
and instruments. The Commission will be doing a
mapping exercise on these additional
contributions and will regularly inform the co-
legislators on any new developments.

Last but not least, the Council and the Parliament
have agreed to put their efforts into securing a
long-lasting legacy of the Year that stretches
beyond 2022. The political agreement was
endorsed in plenary on 14 December, thus
ensuring a timely start of the Year on 1 January
2022.
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Annual Work Programme of the European Solidarity Corps
Exchange of views with the European Commission. (15 November 2021)

On 15 November, the CULT Committee held an exchange of views on the implementation of the European
Solidarity Corps (ESC) programme: launched in 2021, this EU programme, with a dedicated budget of EUR
1.009 billion for 2021-2027, is expected to offer opportunities to at least 270,000 young people to help
address societal and humanitarian challenges through volunteering or by setting up their own solidarity
projects. This exchange of views was a follow up to last month’s committee meeting, when a similar
exercise was held on Erasmus+ and the Creative Europe programmes. This exercise is part of the CULT
Committee's scrutiny strategy aimed at establishing stronger political control by the legislature over the
executive regarding the implementation of the MFF programmes under CULT’s remit.

The exchange of views began with a detailed presentation by DG EAC on their initial experiences
implementing the ESC in 2021 and its plans for 2022. Due to the pandemic and the late start, the
implementation of the ESC has faced a number of problems in 2021, namely delayed calls, delays in the
submission of applications, IT problems and major mobility problems linked to the pandemic and
administrative barriers (e.g., visa problems). Overall, young people's mobility and physical deployment in
volunteering activities has been obstructed in 2021. However, all planned activities of the ESC
(volunteering; projects; networking) could be kick-started.

A particular success was the launching of volunteering teams in priority areas focusing on the impact of
COVID-19. DG EAC adopted its Annual Work Programme 2022 on 8 November, which foresees a continued
uptake of the ESC in the priority areas (inclusion & diversity; greening; digital; participation and civic
engagement). A particular focus will be given to volunteering in the humanitarian aid field, under the so-
called Humanitarian Aid Strand, which will begin its activities in 2022. The overall budget for 2022 is EUR
138 million (plus an additional EUR 3 million secured in budgetary conciliation to finance activities under
the European Year of Youth).

During the exchange of views, Members underlined their support to the efforts to overcome
implementation problems, and in particular to achieve better consistency and timely adoption of
application rules and a smooth organisation of calls under the ESC. Another important issue on which MEPs
insisted was the financial contribution by the ESC to the European Year of Youth 2022.
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2020 Discharge: General budget of the EU
European Commission and Translation Centre for the Bodies of the EU (1 December 2021)

The Rapporteur in her draft opinions underlined
that the programmes in CULT’s remit were
virtually fully implemented in 2020 thanks to
special measures taken to mitigate the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Commission has
informed the Rapporteur of the measures taken
to improve the protection of personal data in
programme management, including in cases of
third country data transfers. Regarding the
Translation Centre, the Rapporteur commended
it for the leading role it has played for 25 years in
upholding multilingualism in the Union, while
encouraging the Centre to continue investing in
new technologies to improve its services.

In the ensuing discussion, Members underlined
the difficulties encountered by the beneficiaries
of EU programmes and welcomed the efforts
made by DG EAC and DG CONNECT to achieve
the goals of the Erasmus+, Creative Europe and
the European Solidarity Corps programmes in a
challenging year. Some Members considered
that programmes did not achieve enough in
2020 and that culture did not feature with
sufficient prominence in the 2020 reporting.
Members unanimously welcomed the
Translation Centre’s contribution to the smooth
functioning of Union bodies and to the
accessibility of information and opportunities for
citizens.

European Capitals of Culture
Exchange of views with the European Commission. (1 December 2021)

Since 1985, the European Capitals of Culture (ECOC) initiative has highlighted the richness and diversity
of cultures in Europe and contributed to increasing European citizens' sense of belonging to a common
cultural area.

The Commission (Barbara Gessler, DG EAC) informed Members that, following the adoption of the
amending Decision in December 2020 to accommodate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
roll-out and preparation of ECOC activities, both 2020 ECOCs, Rijeka and Galway, have used the
possibility of extending their programmes until April 2021. Due to COVID-19, there are no ECOCs in 2021
but three ECOCs are ready to take up the torch in 2022. The Commission assured Members that the
ECOC selection procedure is free and fair, based on objective criteria laid down in the basic act. While
the Commission, together with the panel, is responsible for monitoring the state of Capitals' preparation
(including three monitoring meetings and reports with recommendations), DG EAC emphasised that
there are limits to what it can do through this process.

The three experts appointed by the CULT Committee to serve as panel members for the period 2021-
2023, Ms Suvi Innila, Ms Else Christensen-Redzepovic and Mr Jorge Cerveira Pinto, explained the details
of the selection procedure (based on bid books assessed against clear, objective criteria) and the role of
the panel in the monitoring of ECOCs and awarding the Melina Mercouri prize. They underlined the
importance of demonstrating a strong EU dimension and a level of ambition beyond the actual city and
the symbolic title “European Capital of Culture”. They also explained the COVID-19-related adjustments
that have had to be made, with some ECOC projects put on hold and others' starting dates postponed.
Members discussed the (access to EU) funding of ECOCs, how to ensure real involvement of local
communities and the long-term legacy of the year, the impact on tourism, the importance of greening
ECOCs, the link with the New European Bauhaus initiative, and the opportunities for suburban and rural
cities to apply. The Commission confirmed that an evaluation will be submitted to the Parliament by
the end of 2024, which will serve as the basis for a renewal of the ECOC legal base.
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Implementation of the Media Strand of the Creative Europe Programme –
European Festivals
Exchange of views with the European Commission (1 December 2021)

On 1 December, the CULT Committee held an exchange of views with the Commission on the
implementation of the Media Strand of the Creative Europe Programme, with a focus on the European
Festivals. The discussion started with an overview of the current Media Strand regulatory provisions and
the 2021-22 implementation of several actions supporting the sector. In addition, specific data was
provided by the Commission on the support to individual festivals and networks of festivals.

Several other points were covered during the debate such as the internationalisation focus of the
actions and support targeting the digital and  green transformation of the industry. Furthermore, the
Commission also presented the latest developments on the new “Media Invest” initiative, which will
provide EUR 400 million to the audiovisual industry during the next seven years. The CULT Chair
concluded the discussion by expressing her wish to follow-up the implementation of the Media Strand
in 2022, suggesting that an implementation report could be drafted in the near future on this matter.

The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism
Consideration of draft report (1 December 2021)

On 1 December, the CULT Committee held an
exchange of views on the draft own-initiative
report on the "Role of education, culture and
sports in the fight against racism", which has the
ambition to feed into the Commission's report on
the application of the Racial Equality Directive and
any related legislation in 2022. Racism in all its
forms has existed for too long on our shores and
has had a deeply negative impact on our societies.
The aim of this report is to highlight instances
where culture, sport and media can help to tackle

the problem of racism in our societies. With her draft report, the Rapporteur, Ms Salima Yenbou
(Greens/EFA, France) proposes a holistic approach, looking at racism in all of its forms instead of creating
categorisations that serve to further alienate communities from one another rather than addressing the
common root of structural racism.
In particular, the Rapporteur asks for the collection of comprehensive and informed equality data that
can contribute to more informed and targeted policy making. The draft report also insists on more
stringent sanctions for outlets that publish racist content, as well as an EU code of ethics for sport that
directly addresses racism and other forms of discrimination. According to the report, increased efforts
at all levels are needed to make the cultural and creative sectors more inclusive, ensure a more diverse
staff body in all sectors and wider media representation. Specific training in schools on racism and
unconscious bias for educators and youth workers is crucial to ensure safe and unbiased learning
environments in the EU. The Rapporteur also believes that the issue of racism needs to be approached
from an intersectional perspective and address the many forms of discrimination that prevent us from
living in a more inclusive and more equal society.
The Shadow Rapporteurs and other CULT Members warmly welcomed the INI, underlying its relevance.
In particular, CULT Members outlined the importance of ensuring equality in access to education,
reinforcing anti-racism teaching and training at schools from an early age with a view to focus on
diversity and mutual recognition and respect. MEPs also asked for strong measures to eradicate racism
in all its forms in sports. Finally, CULT Members underlined the important role and responsibility of
media, particularly social media, in limiting the spread of racist content and hate speech.



CULT Newsletter

6

The draft report will be voted in CULT in January 2022, with a possible plenary adoption in February
2022.

On this INI report, see also the recent publications by the Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion
Policies provided in the context of concomitant expertise:

 Background analysis on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism,
October 2021.

 Briefing on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism – policy
recommendations, November 2021.

Towards an EU Strategy to promote education for children in the world:
mitigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
Presentation of an opinion (1 December 2021)

The Rapporteur, Sabine Verheyen (EPP, Germany) presented a
draft CULT opinion for an INI report by the Committee on
Foreign Affairs “Towards an EU Strategy to promote education
for children in the world: mitigating the impact of the COVID-
19 Pandemic”. During the presentation, the Rapporteur
highlighted the fact that schools provide children with much
more than just education. They also provide them with meals,
primary health services, and social spaces – all of which are
essential for children’s development and their wellbeing. In
total, children around the world have already lost 1.8 trillion
hours of schooling and 39 billion school meals because of
school closures. Closed schools also meant that 80 million
children have not received their primary vaccinations.
According to the United Nations, 11 million children risk not
returning to school. This is linked to a greater incidence of
child marriage and teenage parenthood. Girls are far more
exposed to these risks.

The draft opinion asks for the protection of spending in education in a time of competing demands
from policy areas such as health. It asks for cost analysis during the selection and monitoring of EU-
funded development projects in education to ensure the greatest efficacy. It suggests ways to ensure
that EU-funded education projects reach more girls, given that they still face greater barriers. It draws
attention to the potential of using EU tools such as e-Twinning and teacher academies in Erasmus+ to
support teachers beyond the EU. Finally, it calls for a strengthening of vocational education and learning
to motivate students to finish school and help them find work.

On the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education and youth, see also the study of the Policy
Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies on Education and Youth in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis
effects and policy recommendations. May 2021.

https://research4committees.blog/2021/10/21/the-role-of-culture-education-media-and-sport-in-the-fight-against-racism-background-analysis/
https://research4committees.blog/category/cult/cult-publications/
https://research4committees.blog/category/cult/cult-publications/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/education-and-youth-in-post-covid-19-europe-crisis-effects-and-policy-recommendations-final-report/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/education-and-youth-in-post-covid-19-europe-crisis-effects-and-policy-recommendations-final-report/
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Europe Readr
Presentation of a Slovenian Presidency flagship initiative (1 December 2021)

The outgoing Slovenian Presidency
presented the results of its flagship
initiative, “Europe Readr”, during the
Committee meeting of 1 December 2021.
Europe Readr is an online platform that
provides free access to 27 literary works,
one from each Member State, both in the
original language and in English. The
central theme of this collection is the “Future of Living”. During the presentation, the responsible State
Secretary, Mr Gašper Dovžan, and the project leader, Ms Petra Kežman, highlighted the project’s
potential for co-creation and the importance of a strong network of local partners in the promotion of
reading. They expressed the wish of the Slovenian Presidency to see Europe Readr carried forward by
the subsequent presidencies. Members very much welcomed the project and qualified it as a most
promising initiative.

Policy Department Research

Recently finished projects

Concomitant expertise for CULT reports:

INI report on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism:

- Background analysis on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism,
October 2021;

- Briefing on The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism – policy
recommendations, November 2021.

INI report on Europe’s Media in the Digital Decade: An Action Plan to Support Recovery and Transformation:

- Background analysis on Europe’s media in the digital decade: an action plan to support recovery and
transformation in the news media sector, May 2021;

- Thematic briefing on Media Action Plan: key challenges related to media pluralism, media freedom and
democracy, May 2021;

- Briefing on Media Action Plan: policy recommendations, May 2021;

INI report on The situation of artists and the cultural recovery in the EU:

- Background analysis on The situation of artists and the cultural recovery in the EU, March 2021;

- Policy Recommendations Briefing on The situation of artists and cultural workers and the post-COVID
cultural recovery in the European Union policy, May 2021;

INI report on The European Education Area: a shared holistic approach to education, skills and competences:

- Study on Making the European Education Area a reality: state of affairs, challenges and prospects,
February 2021;

- Study on Towards a European Education – Critical Perspectives on Challenges Ahead, October 2020;

https://europereadr.eu/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/10/21/the-role-of-culture-education-media-and-sport-in-the-fight-against-racism-background-analysis/
https://research4committees.blog/category/cult/cult-publications/
https://research4committees.blog/category/cult/cult-publications/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/07/europes-media-in-the-digital-decade-an-action-plan-to-support-recovery-and-transformation-in-the-news-media-sector/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/07/europes-media-in-the-digital-decade-an-action-plan-to-support-recovery-and-transformation-in-the-news-media-sector/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/18/media-action-plan-key-challenges-related-to-media-pluralism-media-freedom-and-democracy/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/18/media-action-plan-key-challenges-related-to-media-pluralism-media-freedom-and-democracy/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/21/media-action-plan-policy-recommendations/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/24/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-19-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-background-analysis/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-policy-recommendations-briefing/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/05/04/the-situation-of-artists-and-cultural-workers-and-the-post-covid-cultural-recovery-in-the-european-union-policy-recommendations-briefing/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/10/making-the-european-education-area-a-reality-state-of-affairs-challenges-and-prospects/
https://research4committees.blog/2021/03/10/towards-a-european-education-critical-perspectives-on-challenges-ahead/
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- Briefing on Approaches of the Council and the Commission to the European Education Area: strategic
priorities and quantitative objectives, April 2021;

- Briefing on The European Education Area seen by the Member States of the European Union - Synthesis
of a survey conducted amongst Member States’ representatives (internal), March 2021;

- Briefing on The European Education Area: bibliographical review (internal), April 2021;

Other studies:

- EU sports policy: assessment and possible ways forward, June 2021;

- Cultural and Creative Sectors in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis effects and policy recommendations,
February 2021;

- Education and Youth in post-COVID-19 Europe – Crisis effects and policy recommendations, May 2021.

Selection of forthcoming projects

Studies:

- The European Schools System: state of play, challenges and perspectives (expected March 2022),

- The European Union’s approach to multilingualism in its own communications policy (expected April
2022).

Useful links and contacts:

 Research for CULT Committee
 Supporting analysis for CULT Committee
 https://twitter.com/PolicyCULT
 poldep-cohesion@europarl.europa.eu

Next CULT Committee meeting: 13 January 2022

Useful links

 CULT Committee website
 Meeting documents
 Calendar of meetings

 Policy Department Publications in the EP
 European Parliament - Think Thank
 The Slovenian Presidency of the Council
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Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the Union
Secretariat of the Committee on Culture and Education
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