
INTA public hearing on 

EU-Africa Trade and Investment Relations 

24 January 2022, 16.45-18.45 

 

 

Biographies of the speakers 
 

 

H.E. Wamkele MENE, Secretary-General of the African Continental Free Trade Area 

Wamkele Mene was elected by the 33rd Ordinary Session of the 

Assembly of Heads of States & Government of the African Union, to the 

position of Secretary-General of the African Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA) Secretariat.  

 

Prior to being elected Secretary-General of the African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat, he served as Chief Director: Africa 

Economic Relations, at the Department of Trade & Industry of South 

Africa. In this role, he was South Africa’s chief trade negotiator in the 

AfCFTA and Tripartite FTA negotiations. During his tenure as chief 

negotiator, South Africa ratified both the AfCFTA and Tripartite FTAs agreements, providing 

new export markets in fast growing and dynamic markets in East and West Africa.  

 

Prior to assuming this position, Wamkele was Director: International Trade Law & Investment 

Law at the Department of Trade & Industry, a role in which he was principal legal counsel on 

international trade law and international investment law.  

 

From 2010 until 2015, Wamkele represented South Africa at the World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) in Geneva, Switzerland. During his posting to the WTO, Wamkele was elected by over 

130 governments to the position of Chairman of the Committee on International Trade in 

Financial Services, a committee comprising trade negotiators, financial regulators and financial 

policy makers from over 160 countries.  

 

Prior to joining the government, Wamkele worked for the law firms Simpson Thacher & Bartlett 

LLP in London and Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP in Hong Kong. 

 

Wamkele has written and lectured internationally on international trade law, international 

investment law and international business law. He holds a Bachelor of Arts (Law) degree from 

Rhodes University in South Africa, a Master of Arts in International Studies & Diplomacy (with 

specialization in International Economics) from the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), 

University of London and a LL.M. (Master of Laws) in Banking Law & Financial Regulation from 

the Law Department of the London School of Economics & Political Science (LSE)..  

 

  



Junior DAVIS, Head of the Policy Analysis and Research Branch of UNCTAD’s Division for 

Africa, LDCs and Special Programmes 

 Junior Davis has worked over the past 25 years as a professional 

economist both in research and consultancy. He also holds a 

doctorate in economics from Imperial College, University of 

London. He has taught at the Universities of London, Greenwich 

and Heriot-Watt University. He joined the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in March 

2008. Dr Davis is currently the Head, Research and Policy 

Analysis Branch in the Division for Africa, Least Developed 

Countries and Special Programmes in UNCTAD. In this role, he 

directs the research and policy analysis on Africa and least 

developed countries in UNCTAD.  

Prior to joining UNCTAD, he served on the staff of the UK Department for International 

Development (DFID) as an Economic Policy Advisor, and Associate Professor in Development 

Economics at the University of Greenwich. He is the author and editor of various articles and 

research papers on economic and development policy issues. 

 

Chinelo ANOHU, Senior Director, Africa Investment Forum 

Chinelo Anohu runs the Africa Investment Forum (AIF), the 

preeminent investment platform on the continent. A flagship 

initiative of the African Development Bank (AfDB), in concert with 

key founding partners, The Africa Investment Forum is increasing 

deal flow into Africa; accelerating the pace of deal making on the 

continent; and bringing financial closure of impactful transactions in 

Africa. 

Prior to joining the African Development Bank, Chinelo served as 

Director-General of the National Pension Commission of Nigeria 

where she had played a pivotal leadership role in the transformation 

of the role and effectiveness of pension funds in the country with the introduction of the 

Contributory Pension Scheme. 

Passionate about ESG investing, she seeks to streamline investments on the platform with its 

core principles. In its first year, the AIF created a deal pipeline of over $40bn. This grew to 

$68bn in its second edition, establishing itself as the biggest, most effective and most successful 

marketplace for transformative deals. Chinelo is dedicated to strengthening its different 

engagement platforms to help substantially grow deal origination and financial closure, making it 

a year-round structure to assist and work hand in hand with both investors – the buy-side - and 

project developers – the sell-side. 

Chinelo obtained an LLB from the University of Nigeria, a BL from the Nigerian Law School 

and an LLM in Communications and Computer Law from the London School of Economics. She 



has undergone Executive Education at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 

Colombia Business School and the Insead Business School France. 

She executed the first ever World Pension Summit Africa, held in Abuja for three years in a row, 

convening global financial experts to deliberate on the opportunities in the African pension 

industry and was named one of New African magazine Most Influential Africans in 2014. She is 

a member of the London Stock Exchange Africa Advisory Group and sits on the International 

Advisory Board, Edinburgh Business School, Scotland. 

 

Mr. KOLYANG PALEBELE, President of The Pan-African Farmers’ Organization (PAFO) 

 

Mr. KOLYANG PALEBELE est un agro-éleveur et expert en 

développement rural et communautaire du nationalité Tchadienne 

née le 24 novembre 1964 à Gamba /Fianga MKE.  

Il est Président du Conseil National de Concertation des 

Producteurs Ruraux du Tchad (CNCPRT) au Tchad et Conseiller 

au Conseil Economique Social, Culturel et Environnemental 

(CESC).  Il est également Président de la Plateforme Régionale des 

Organisations paysannes de l’Afrique Centrale (PROPAC) et le 

Président du conseil d’administration de l’Organisation Paysannes des Agriculteurs (PAFO). 

 

Jane SERUWAGI NALUNGA, Executive Director of SEATINI (The Southern and Eastern 

Africa Trade Information and Negotiations Institute) Uganda 

 

Jane Seruwagi Nalunga is an expert on trade, fiscal and investment related 

issues. She has vast experience and expertise in analyzing national, 

regional and international trade, investment, fiscal and related agreements 

and policies and how they interact with key development dimensions such 

as Climate Change, Gender, Human Rights and Food Security. She has 

more than twenty years of experience in policy research, analysis and 

advocacy and has authored a number of policy-oriented studies and 

articles.  She advises Government, Civil Society Organisations, private 

sector, and policy makers on trade related issues. She is currently the 

Executive Director of SEATINI- Uganda. (SEATINI is a sub-regional NGO operating in Eastern 

and Southern Africa). 

 


