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on the rising number of political prisoners in Belarus

Brussels, 1 February 2022 – "Unsurprisingly, the number of political prisoners in Belarus,
as listed by the Viasna Human Rights Centre, continues to grow unabated and now exceeds
1000. This sinister milestone is the direct consequence of Lukashenka's regime's relentless
crackdown on dissenting voices, which has only intensified since the 2020 fraudulent
presidential election.

Belarusians are being persecuted, put in jail or forced into exile simply because they tried to
exercise their fundamental freedoms. Appalling detention conditions as well as numerous cases
of mistreatment and torture have been thoroughly documented. In addition, more than 40
defence lawyers have been illegally stripped of their licences for doing their job by
representing opposition figures or prisoners, and more than 300 non-governmental
organisations have been arbitrarily 'liquidated' by the regime in an effort to stifle the voice of
civil society.

In this gloomy context, we cannot regard any possible constitutional referendum as anything
else but a sham, which does not reflect the democratic will of the Belarusian people.

The unconditional release of all political prisoners is the first necessary step towards a possible
resolution of the on-going political crisis. Until then, we will spare no effort to work for justice
for the victims of repression and accountability for the perpetrators of human rights violations.

We stand with the brave people of Belarus in their quest for dignity and freedom.

Zhyve Belarus!"
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