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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

I want to welcome you all back after the Christmas holidays and wish you all the
best for 2022 – a year filled with challenges and opportunities for both the EU
and our Committee. We began our works focusing on our core priorities with an
Exchange of views with the executive Vice-President of the European
Commission Frans Timmermans on the “Fit for 55 package”, for which two draft
opinions were also discussed (LULUCF and CO2 emission performance standards
for cars) and are to be adopted very soon. We could also debate with
Commissioner for transport Adina Vălean who presented the "Winter Package" proposals recently put forward, namely the
revision of the TEN-T Regulation of 2013 and the revision of the Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) directive of 2010 which
will mark significant work for TRAN in the year ahead. Transport is the only sector whose emissions continue to rise despite
the pandemic, which is why these new proposals for an efficient and green mobility are most welcome to enable to meet
the target to cut transport emissions by 90%.

It is definitely worth mentioning the Exchange of views held with the Commission on the IMO's two meetings of its Maritime
Safety Committee and its Marine Environment Protection Committee, which took place in 2021. With its reinforced presence
within IMO and with important EU proposals expected this year on maritime transport and safety, including greener fuel
standards, the EU can and is definitely a driving force in the emergence of global standards.

Lastly, it is a great honour to have been re-elected Chair of the Committee, jointly with my following colleagues as Vice
Chairs: István Ujhely (S&D, 1st VC), Jens Gieseke (EPP, 2nd VC), Andris Ameriks (S&D, 3rd VC), and Jan-Cristoph Oetjen
(Renew, 4th VC).

In this edition...
Meeting on 13 January 2022
 2020 discharge: General budget of the EU - European

Commission
 2020 discharge - European Union Aviation Safety

Agency
 2020 discharge: European Maritime Safety Agency
 2020 discharge: European Union Agency for Railways
 2020 discharge: Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking
 2020 discharge: SESAR  Joint Undertaking
 2020 discharge: Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking
 Charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of

certain infrastructures
 Exchange of views with Frans Timmermans, Executive

Vice-President of the European Commission, on the
"Fit for 55" package

 Exchange of views with Magda Kopczynska, Director,
DG MOVE: Feedback from the IMO's 104th session of
the Maritime Safety Committee and the 77th session
of the Marine Environment Protection Committee

 Guidelines for the 2023 Budget - Section III

Meeting on 24-25 January 2022
 Election of the TRAN Bureau
 Exchange of views with Adina Vălean, Commissioner

for transport on the "Winter Package" proposals
 Amending Regulations (EU) 2018/841 as regards the

scope, simplifying the compliance rules, setting out
the targets of the Member States for 2030 and
committing to the collective achievement of climate
neutrality by 2035 in the land use, forestry and
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agriculture sector, and (EU) 2018/1999 as regards
improvement in monitoring, reporting, tracking of
progress and review (LULUCF)

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 as regards
strengthening the CO2 emission performance
standards for new passenger cars and new light
commercial vehicles in line with the Union’s increased
climate ambition

 Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage
of goods by road

Charging of heavy goods vehicles for the
use of certain infrastructures
Vote on draft recommendation for second reading
o Rapporteur: Giuseppe FERRANDINO (S&D)
o Vote in Plenary: February 2022

Result of the vote: 30 in favour, 16 against,
3 abstentions.

2020 discharge: General budget of the EU -
European Commission
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Andrey NOVAKOV (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 31 March

2022

Result of the vote: 40 in favour, 3 against,
6 abstentions.

2020 discharge - European Union Aviation
Safety Agency
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 31 March

2022

Result of the vote: 46 in favour, 1 against,
2 abstentions.

2020 discharge: European Maritime Safety
Agency
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 31 March

2022

Result of the vote: 41 in favour, 3 against,
5 abstentions.

2020 discharge: European Union Agency for
Railways
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 31 March

2022

Result of the vote: 44 in favour, 2 against,
2 abstentions.

2020 discharge: Clean Sky 2 Joint
Undertaking
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 28 February

2022

Result of the vote: 46 in favour, 0 against,
3 abstentions.

2020 discharge: SESAR Joint Undertaking
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 28 February

2022

Result of the vote: 43 in favour, 3 against,
3 abstentions.

2020 discharge: Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (CONT): 28 February

2022

Result of the vote: 43 in favour, 1 against,
5 abstentions.
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Guidelines for the 2023 Budget - Section III
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Vlad GHEORGHE (Renew)
o Vote in TRAN: 7 February 2022

The Rapporteur, Mr Gheorghe, recalled that Transport
and tourism were among the most hardly hit sectors in
the COVID 19 crisis and highlighted their importance in
the EU recovery. The Rapporteur underlined the TRAN
committee commitment to the success of the Fit for 55
package and the Green and digital transition. He
therefore highlighted the need for additional funding
for the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy and
the need to foster innovation attract private
investments and maintain affordability of transport for
citizens. The opinion also included support to EU Vision
Zero, air pollution monitoring and the fight against
cargo theft. Mr Gheorghe insisted particularly on
safety, quality transport infrastructure and safe
parking areas for truck drivers, as well as on long-
standing TRAN priorities such as a specific budget line
for tourism or the completion of TEN-T through CEF
funding.

Several shadow rapporteurs expressed similar
priorities. Some shadows insisted on the importance of
a Just transition that takes into account the needs of
the most vulnerable and fosters jobs, training and
upskilling. Several speakers highlighted the importance
of additional support for the tourism sector that
represents 27 million workers and 10% of the EU GDP.
The speakers insisted on extra budgetary means, a
specific budget line for tourism and some speakers
called for the creation of a European Tourism agency.
Several members mentioned the importance of actions
such as the European year of Rail and the possible
synergies with the European year of Youth or
DiscoverEU. Finally, some members signalled the
importance of taking into account the environmental
impact of the transport and tourism sectors and of
improving transport projects funding and forecasting
to avoid delays or cost overruns.

The representative of the Commission, Ms Cuadra-
Garcia (DG MOVE), indicated that the Commission
planned to increase the funding of the CEF in 2023
compared to 2021 and 2022. Ms Cuadra-Garcia also
agreed that the transport agencies responsibilities
should come with proper funding. The MFF provided
for possible increases in 2023. The ERA in particular

was already receiving extra funding in 2022 and would
be able to collect additional fees and charges.

Amending Regulations (EU) 2018/841 as
regards the scope, simplifying the
compliance rules, setting out the targets of
the Member States for 2030 and committing
to the collective achievement of climate
neutrality by 2035 in the land use, forestry
and agriculture sector, and (EU) 2018/1999
as regards improvement in monitoring,
reporting, tracking of progress and review
(LULUCF)
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Andris AMERIKS (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: March 2022

The overall aim of the Commission proposal is to
amend the Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry
(LULUCF) Regulation to provide stronger incentives for
Member States to increase and enhance their natural
carbon sinks, as set out in the European Climate Law.
In this regard, the proposal sets out the overall Union
target of net greenhouse gas removals in the LULUCF
sector to -310 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent in
2030, raising the target on removals by 15% compared
to the one set in the previous Regulation (EU)
2018/841. The proposal also aims at simplifying the
accounting rules by making them more transparent
and at making the land sector climate neutral by 2035
(combining the LULUCF sector and the non-CO2
agricultural sector).

The Rapporteur explained the main objectives of his
draft report, which underline and strengthen the
transport-related aspects in the proposal. In particular,
Mr Ameriks stressed that Member States should
ensure that the planning, authorisation and
deployment of transport infrastructure is sustainable
and is made in harmony with the important role of
carbon sinks. Besides, one central change suggested by
the Rapporteur is that all Member States must do their
share and meet nationally binding targets to ensure
that the land sector in each Member State becomes
climate neutral by 2035.

The shadows thanked the Rapporteur and most of
them expressed an overall support for the objectives,
the removal target and the flexibility mechanisms of
the Commission Proposal. However, they emphasised
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that the accounting system should be as transparent
and as robust as possible.

Amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 as
regards strengthening the CO2 emission
performance standards for new passenger
cars and new light commercial vehicles in
line with the Union’s increased climate
ambition
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Petar VITANOV (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: April 2022

The Rapporteur, Mr Vitanov, presented his opinion,
where he considered the need to increase the
ambition of the CO2 standards for cars and vans.
Therefore, the Rapporteur proposes strengthening
CO2 emission targets starting from 2025, interim
targets from 2027, more ambitious targets from 2030
and final target for the year 2035. Moreover, in an
effort to mitigate any negative employment impact of
the transition in the sector, the Rapporteur proposes
the amounts of the excess emissions premium to be
considered as revenue assigned to the Social Climate
Fund.

All Members approve the objective of the Regulation,
meaning strengthening CO2 emission reduction
requirements and providing a coherent legal
framework to the market. However, while some
Members wish to focus on technical neutrality, an
approach based on the whole life cycle of vehicles and
new systems of credit schemes to help the industry,
others wish to focus on a change in the consumers
approach, not only centred on the use of cars but also
of other means of transport.

As common basis, the Rapporteur and the Shadows
agreed on the importance of this legislation,
highlighting that the process of phase out of fossil-
fuelled vehicles needs to go hand in hand with social
measures addressed to the workers in the automotive
sector, in order to create new employment and avoid
disruptions.

Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the
carriage of goods by road
Consideration of draft recommendation for second
reading
o Rapporteur: Cláudia MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR (PPE)
o Vote in TRAN: March 2022 (tbc)
o Vote in Plenary: April 2022

Members held an Exchange of view on a draft
recommendation on this proposal in second reading. It
followed the plenary announcement on 20 January of
the Council’s 1st reading position, and its referral to
TRAN for the second reading.

Since the Council’s first reading position stands in
conformity with the provisional agreement reached
during the inter-institutional negotiations, the
Rapporteur put forward a recommendation endorsing
this text without amendments. The Shadow
Rapporteurs expressed their support for this view,
deeming the deal reached at the trilogues as good and
balanced. The Commission noted that with this
agreement, considerable progress has been made to
the provisions of the current Directive, including a
provision of certain safeguards.

Exchange of views with Frans Timmermans,
Executive Vice-President of the European
Commission, on the “Fit for 55" package

On 13 January 2022, Executive Vice-President
Timmermans appeared in front of the TRAN
Committee to discuss the consequences of the ‘Fit for
55’ package on the transport sector in a horizontal
manner. He highlighted the importance of transport in
the Commission’s agenda, but highlighted that
transport is the only sector whose emissions continue
to rise. He stressed the need to increase the fleet of
electric vehicles and charging stations and the
importance of protecting the most vulnerable people
via the Social Climate Fund. He also mentioned that
train travel and maritime transport must become more
accessible and cleaner.

In the ensuing debate, many Members intervened,
raising a high number of issues. Some of them
highlighted the need of reducing transport emissions
without undermining the current level of mobility and
asked clarifications on EU ETS contributions in cutting
down these emissions. Others expressed concerns
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regarding the feasibility of the Fit for 55 package and
underlined the responsibility of the Commission in
supporting the transport and tourism industries in the
green transition, thereby ensuring their
competitiveness. They also stressed that the costs of
these policies should not be passed on to the
consumers, in order not to lose public acceptance of
the measures. Several interventions also focused on
the efforts to foster electric vehicles, the relatively high
costs of purchasing electric cars and the energy related
issues. Members pointed out to the necessity of a just
transition, where no one is left behind, both from a
geographical and a social point of view. Members also
expressed concerns about several other issues, such as
the protection of transport workers, the use of
alternatives fuels such as hydrogen and e-fuels, and
the future competitiveness of green steel among the
automotive industry.

Exchange of views with Adina Vălean,
Commissioner for transport on the "Winter
Package" proposals

Commissioner Vălean and TRAN Members discussed
the proposals on efficient and green mobility which the
Commission adopted in last December. This “Winter
Package” includes updated rules for the trans-
European transport network (TEN-T Regulation) and
Intelligent Transport Systems in road transport (ITS
Directive). In addition, the package puts forward an
action plan to boost long-distance rail transport across
the EU and a new strategy on sustainable urban
mobility.

Members in the debate overall welcomed the new
initiatives aimed at shaping the further development
of a sustainable, smart and resilient EU mobility system
at the service of citizens and the economy. Yet
speakers expressed particular concern about the
impacts of the current surge of energy cost on the
transport sector, urging the Commission to address
this issues as a priority in view of ensuring the shift to
more sustainable modes and clean alternative fuels.

Regarding the TEN-T, Members underlined the need to
focus efforts on the timely completion of the core
network, in particularly the newly aligned European
Transport Corridors, where work programmes should
be updated promptly and Member States should make
sure that the cross-border sections of the corridors are
prioritized in their national network development.

Members warned that close coordination at all levels
is essential to ensure the timely completion of
infrastructure projects on the TEN-T, especially as
funding resources remain strained while construction
costs are steeply rising. In their interventions, speakers
furthermore called for a strengthening of multimodal
logistics within the new TEN-T framework, recalled the
need for the TEN-T to tackle the connectivity of more
sparsely populated and remote areas and stressed the
need for integration of long-distance and local
transport, in particular in urban nodes. Some Members
questioned a further development of airports in the
context of shifting to more sustainable transport
modes, calling for stronger emphasis on active modes
of transport. Speakers highlighted the need to further
improve road safety, especially regarding vulnerable
road users, asking about possible initiatives for a
stricter speed management in cities.

Regarding Intelligent Transport Systems, Members
stressed the need to provide accessibility,
interoperability and cross-border functioning of a wide
range of ITS services to users. Speakers inquired in
particular how to mitigate the digital divide, caused by
unequal ITS deployment in different regions in EU, and
about measures to ensure that digital innovations can
be taken up in an inclusive manner and better support
vulnerable people. Speakers also pointed out that
ensuring professional qualification and retraining to
embrace new services in the mobility sector need to be
an integral part of the EU's approach to digital mobility.

Feedback from the IMO's 104th session of the
Maritime Safety Committee and the 77th

session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee
Exchange of views with Magda Kopczynska,
Director, DG MOVE

Ms Magda Kopczynska, Director of the DG MOVE,
presented the results of the two IMO sessions that
took place in 2021 to the TRAN Committee: the 104th

Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) and the 77th Marine
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC). TRAN
sent a delegation to both meetings, held remotely.

The topics dealt with at the MSC session were rather
technical, although of utmost importance for maritime
safety, which remains an underlying concern when
tackling any other issues in this area. Among the key
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issues, the Director mentioned a resolution adopted on
the fight against piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, which is
a matter of growing worry to the shipping community;
a resolution on seafarers in the context of the Covid-19
pandemic, as well as the work that began on
autonomous shipping (MAAS). A summit is planned in
Norway aiming at looking at all dimensions of future
autonomous shipping.

As for the MEPC, where discussions have been
dominated by the topic of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, Ms Kopczynska noted that the members
nevertheless also managed to address other issues,
such as black carbon in the Arctic, marking lost fishing
nets, and at-port degassing.

GHG emissions however remained the focal point.
Although it was positive that the MEPC was meeting in
the wake of COP26, the participating countries had
taken much less ambitious positions at the IMO level.
Pacific states called for a strong commitment to zero
emissions by 2050, yet the members remained split
halfway. The EU position was to make sure that the
IMO is sending a strong signal, so that the final
resolution can only become more ambitious. The
current resolution was not supported, as it would not
take on legal significance at this stage, but the Tonga

Statement was, confirming that this is the direction,
which IMO hopefully will head for.

No consensus was reached on the issue of lost fishing
gear, but hopefully will be at the next meeting. Some
progress was made on the issue of exhaust gas cleaning
systems.

On a Member’s question about the fuel standard,
Ms Kopczynska explained that the fuel standard
discussed at the IMO is very close to the level
presented in the FuelEU Maritime proposal. The aim
was to start at the EU level, and then to advocate for
an equally ambitious standard that would apply
globally. Members stressed the need to strengthen the
medium- and long-term objectives so that the EU can
be a driving force in the emergence of global
standards. The work proceed faster on the technical
measures than on the carbon pricing measure, but the
latter will be one to work on at the 105th MEPC
meeting in June.

Members also asked about the Commission's
proposals in the fight against black carbon emissions in
the Arctic - an issue on which the EU is leading at the
IMO. Ms Kopczynska explained that the FuelEU
Maritime proposal de facto helps the fight against
these emissions.

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Wednesday 2 February 9.00-12, 15.10-15.45, 16.15-18.15 and Thursday 3 February 9.00-10.00

 Exchange of views on The use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime transport and
amending Directive 2009/16/EC

 Presentation by the European Commission on the Rail Europe’s Master Plan
 Presentation by Rodrigo da Costa, EUSPA Director on “Space as enabler for a Smart and Green

Transport”
 Presentation of the overview briefing on “Future of transport in the context of the recovery plan”.
 Visit by the French Minister for Transport, Jean-Baptiste Djebbari, and the French Minister for

Tourism, Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne
 Joint meeting with CONT Committee: European Court of Auditors’ special report 27/2021 “EU

support for tourism: Need for a fresh strategic orientation and a better funding approach”

Thursday 3 February 10.30-12.00

 Joint meeting with ENVI Committee: Exchange of views with the European Maritime Safety Agency
(EMSA) and the European Environment Agency (EEA) on the first European Maritime Transport
Environmental Report (EMTER)
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Monday 7 February 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45

 Vote on draft opinions on Toward a sustainable blue economy in the EU: the role of the fisheries
and aquaculture sectors and on Guidelines for the 2023 Budget - Section III

 Consideration of draft opinions on:
 Amending Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a system for greenhouse gas emission allowance

trading within the Union, Decision (EU) 2015/1814 concerning the establishment and
operation of a market stability reserve for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading scheme
and Regulation (EU) 2015/757

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/842 on binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions
by Member States from 2021 to 2030 contributing to climate action to meet commitments
under the Paris Agreement

 Establishing a Social Climate Fund
 Amending Directive 2003/87/EC as regards the notification of offsetting in respect of a global

market-based measure for aircraft operators based in the Union
 Energy efficiency (recast)

 Consideration of draft opinion in letter form on Amending Directive 2003/87/EC as regards
aviation's contribution to the Union’s economy-wide emission reduction target and appropriately
implementing a global market-based measure

TRAN Committee meetings 2022
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Thursday 03/03/2022 13.00-16.00

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Calendar 2021: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/236922/TRAN_Calendar_2021.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
French Presidency of the Council: https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/en/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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