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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
 

Mid-term election of the Chair and the Vice-Chairs 

At its midterm meeting of 25 January, the IMCO Committee elected its Chair and Vice -Chairs 

for the second half of the legislative term. Ms Anna Cavazzini (Greens/EFA) who was re-elected 

as Chair by acclamation said: "I am very grateful for the trust of my colleagues. IMCO is at the 

heart of the twin green and digital transitions – and I want to contribute to making them  

a success. With the two biggest files for regulating the single market - the DSA and the DMA, 

the Committee contributes to making the single market innovative and future proof".  

The Committee also elected four Vice-Chairs: Andrus Ansip (Renew Europe), as first Vice-Chair; 

Maria Grapini (S&D), as second Vice-Chair; Krzysztof Hetman (EPP), as third Vice-Chair;  

and Maria-Manuel Leitão Marques (S&D), as fourth Vice-Chair.  

 Consumer credits 

On 28 February, the IMCO 

Committee will hear  

a presentation of Ms Kateřina 

Konečná’s  (the Left) draft report 

on the proposal for a Directive on 

consumer credits. While the 

Rapporteur welcomes the 

Commission’s proposal,  

the report contains a number of 

changes aiming at better 

informing and protecting 

consumers as well as creating a more predictable environment for 

creditors. The Rapporteur proposes to enlarge the scope by including 

both hiring and leasing agreements and to exclude “peer -to-peer” 

crowdfunding lending. She also proposes a ban of personalised 

advertisement, a list of objective financial data to be used for the 

creditworthiness assessment, a lower cap for green consumer loans 

and a new article on debt collection, aiming at reducing the burden 

on persons facing difficulties repaying their loans. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Kateřina Konečná (the Left) 

European digital identity  

On 28 February, the 

Rapporteur, Mr Andrus 

Ansip (Renew), will 

present his draft opinion 

on the proposal for   

a Regulation establishing  

a framework for   

a European Digital 

Identity. The proposed Regulation, adopted by the Commission on  

3 June 2021, amends the eIDAS Regulation. A key aspect of this 

proposal is the introduction of the European Digital Identity Wal let. 

These wallets will enable citizens and businesses to access public and 

private services online, including those of very large platforms, 

without unnecessarily sharing personal data, be it when renting a car 

or opening a bank account outside their home  country. The draft 

opinion underlines that the implementation of a cross -border legal 

framework for trusted digital identities is an essential tool to 

strengthen the single market and consumer protection, in particular 

through the new European Digital Identity Wallet, overcoming 

existing barriers with a new common approach. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Andrus Ansip (Renew) 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/86793/ANNA_CAVAZZINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124696/ANDRUS_ANSIP/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124785/MARIA_GRAPINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124895/KRZYSZTOF_HETMAN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197635/MARIA-MANUEL_LEITAO-MARQUES/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124696/ANDRUS_ANSIP/home
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
(28 FEBRUARY 2022) 

Watch the committee meeting live 

Competition policy  

On 28 February, IMCO will vote 

on the draft opinion  

by Mr Andrea Caroppo (EPP)  

on the annual report 2021 on 

competition policy.  

87 amendments have been put 

forward by Members, covering 

various topics addressed in the 

draft opinion. Following 

negotiations between the Shadow Rapporteurs, 10 compromise 

amendments emerged, focusing inter alia on the importance of 

competition policy for consumer protection, as well as on 

sustainability goals and the European Green Deal; on competition  

in the services’ sector and on the Digital Single Market, on “killer 

acquisitions” and on EU response to  foreign subsidies.  

The compromise on the temporary framework for state aid was at the 

centre of negotiations, where finally a well -balanced solution was 

found. ECON is the lead committee for the file and its vote is foreseen 

for 14 March 2022. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Andrea Caroppo (EPP) 

Machinery products 

On 28 February, IMCO will 

consider compromise 

amendments drawn up in the 

context of the draft report by  

Mr Ivan Štefanec (EPP) on the 

Machinery Products Regulation. 

The Rapporteur has proposed 10 

overarching compromises, 

covering main issues raised in his 

draft report and amendments tabled by IMCO Members.  

The compromises thus endeavour to find common political ground  

in particular on the scope of the Regulation, definitions, rules 

applicable to potentially high-risk machinery products, obligations of 

economic operators, presumption of conformity of machinery 

products, including possible technical specifications to be adopted by 

the Commission, market surveillance and transitional period needed 

for economic operators to adapt to the changes. This consideration 

of compromises will help the Rapporteur and Shadows progress in the 

preparation for the vote in IMCO in the coming weeks. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Ivan Štefanec (EPP) 

General Product Safety Regulation  

On 28 February, IMCO 

will consider the 

amendments to the 

proposal for a 

Regulation on general 

product safety.  

The Rapporteur,  

Ms Dita Charanzová 

(Renew), through her 

draft report aimed at 

modernising the 

legislative framework to 

adapt it to the new market realities and the digital transition.  

The amendments tabled by the Members converged on the need to 

set up a clear and robust safety net for non-food products for  

the benefits of consumers and businesses that respect the rules,  

thus ensuring consumer protection, including challenges of new 

products and new business models, such as online marketplaces. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Dita Charanzová (Renew) 

Foreign subsidies distorting the internal market  

On 25 January,  

Mr Christian Doleschal  

(EPP) presented in 

IMCO his opinion to  

the regulatory 

mechanism to prevent 

or remedy the 

disruptive effects of 

Foreign Subsidies on  

the EU internal market. The IMCO opinion to INTA is mainly focusing 

on chapter 4 of the regulation, which deals with public procurement. 

175 amendments, dealing ia. with thresholds, reporting, scope and 

length of monitoring, have been submitted to this opinion.  

The rapporteur will present at the IMCO meeting of 28 February  

a wide set of compromise amendments, which are currently be ing 

negotiated between the Shadow Rapporteurs. The vote on the 

opinion is foreseen on 28 March, in INTA on 20 April and in the 

plenary in May. 

DRA FTSPERSON: Christian Doleschal (EPP) 

Impact of restrictions imposed during the COVID-19 crisis on the free movement 
of professionals and way forward (workshop) 

On28 February, IMCO will hold a public hearing on the “Impact of restrictions imposed during the 

COVID-19 crisis on the free movement of professionals and way forward”. The aim of the hearing is to 

hear the views of stakeholders that represent professionals dealing with the supply of goods and 

provision of services and which have been impacted by restrictions introduced  by Member States, 

including professionals, exercising regulated activities in critical sectors, such as health professionals. 

The hearing will also elaborate on actions to be taken in the future in order to facilitate and further improve cross -border provision of services. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197797/ANDREA_CAROPPO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124929/IVAN_STEFANEC/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124708/DITA_CHARANZOVA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197473/CHRISTIAN_DOLESCHAL/home
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
( 2 5  J A N U A R Y ,  7  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2 )  

Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme with Ms Agnès Pannier-Runacher, Minister Delegate  

for Industry, and Mr Cédric O, Minister of State for the Digital Transition and Electronic Communication  

On 25 January, IMCO held an exchange of views with the French Council Presidency, during which ministers 

Pannier-Runacher and O highlighted the key priorities for the French Presidency in the area of internal market 

and consumer policy. France will in particular strive to remove remaining unjustified barriers in the single market 

and strengthen its resilience. The ministers further mentioned the importance of the digital and green transitions, 

underlining the Presidency’s ambition to advance quickly in the negotiations on the Digital Services (DSA)  

and Digital Markets (DMA) Act files. Questions from IMCO Members focused on the Presidency’s concrete 

commitments to strengthen the single market, on the DSA and DMA files, as well as on the role of consumers  

in the green transition. 

AI Act 

On 25 January, 

Parliament launched its  

work on the Artificial 

Intelligence Act 

through an exchange of 

views with the European Commission during a joint IMCO-LIBE 

committee meeting. DG Connect Director General, Mr Roberto Viola 

presented the main elements of the first-ever horizontal legal 

framework on AI, which are harmonised rules for market placing and 

use of AI systems, prohibition of certain AI practices, transparency 

rules for AI systems, and market monitoring and surveillance. 

Members raised questions regarding definitions, the risk-based 

approach, prohibited practices, certification and conformity 

assessment, real-time surveillance and a number of other issues 

related to the balance between protection and innovation.  

DRA FTSPERSON: Brando Benifei (S&D - IMCO)  

DRA FTSPERSON: Dragoș Tudorache (Renew – LIBE) 

Common charger 

On 7 February, IMCO considered 

the draft report of Mr Alex Agius 

Saliba (S&D) on the proposal for a 

common charger (USB Type C 

port) amending the Radio 

Equipment Directive.  

The Rapporteur stressed that a common charger solution would 

benefit both consumers and the environment. He presented different 

aspects tackled in his report, such as enlarging the scope by including 

additional electronic devices and specifying the power requirements 

for the covered devices. During the discussion, IMCO Members 

supported the extension of the scope to additional devices and to set 

a deadline for the Commission to develop a delegated act on wireless 

charging. The deadline for amendments was on 15 February at noon. 

The vote on the draft report is scheduled for 20 April.  

DRA FTSPERSON Alex Agius Saliba (S&D) 

Standardisation strategy 

On 7 February, IMCO had a first exchange of views with the Commission on the Standardisation  Strategy. 

The Strategy, which was adopted by the Commission on 2 February, is accompanied by a proposal for an 

amendment to the Regulation on standardisation, a report on its implementation, and the 2022 annual 

Union work programme for European standardis ation. Following a presentation by the European 

Commission, IMCO members underlined the importance of standards as a key enabler of the single 

market, expressed their overall support for actions to overcome the current problems in the standardisation system, and emphasized that 

such actions should support the overall competitiveness while also promoting the green and digital transition of EU industrie s. 

U P D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector 
(Digital Markets Act) 

The second round of 

interinstitutional negotiations on the 

proposal for a new Regulation on 

Contestable and fair markets in the 

digital sector (the “Digital Markets 

Act”) took place on 3 February. 

Besides endorsing the progress done so far at technical level, the 

trilogue brought provisional agreement on a few points, notably 

safeguards to prevent SMEs from falling into the scope of the DMA,  

Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) 
The second trilogue on the 

proposal for a new Regulation on 

the Digital Services Act took place 

on 15 February in Strasbourg.  

The co-legislators provisionally 

endorsed the progress achieved 

at technical level.  

The discussions focused on issues, related to risk assessment and risk 

mitigation, governance, SME waiver and online marketplaces.  

The IMCO Rapporteur, Ms Christel Schaldemose (S&D), stressed that 

it is possible to reach a positive outcome, but it is important to 

https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/media/qh4cg0qq/en_programme-pfue-v1-2.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124867/BRANDO_BENIFEI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197665/DRAGOS_TUDORACHE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS%20SALIBA/home
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the scope of obligations to inform about acquisitions, and the 

regulatory dialogue. Views were also exchanged on the core issue of 

gatekeeper obligations. IMCO Rapporteur, Andreas Schwab (EPP) 

expressed expectations that the Council will engage more with 

Parliament's ideas on for example data combination, interoperability 

and default settings in order to ensure that the Digital Markets Act is 

future proof and will really improve the contestability and fairness in 

the digital single market. The third trilogue is scheduled for 1 March 

2022. FOR MORE INFORMATION:  l ink. 

remember that these negotiations are not about EP against the 

Council or vice versa. It is about finding together ambitious, clear and 

enforceable solutions to the challenges we are facing to the benefit 

of the users and businesses. The third trilogue is scheduled for   

15 March 2022 at the Council’s premises.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  l ink. 

International Public Procurement Instrument (IPI)  

On 10 February the third 

trilogue on the IPI took place. 

The negotiations are 

conducted by the INTA 

Committee and IMCO is 

represented by its opinion-

rapporteur Mr Ivan Štefanec 

(EPP). The trilogue approved the conclusions found at technical level. 

This included some of the IMCO exclusive paragraphs. The solutions 

found suit the IMCO Committee. The trilogue focused also on several 

red lines, which still needed to be discussed, like environmental 

standards, added to the regulation with the contribution of IMCO. 

The fourth and possibly conclusive trilogue is planned to take place in 

the first days of March. 

Resilience of critical entities 

On 7 February, the Rapporteur for 

IMCO´s opinion to LIBE, Alex Agius 

Saliba (S&D) reported back from the 

1st round of interinstitutional 

negotiations on the proposal for a 

Directive on the resilience of critical 

entities.  

The 1st trilogue took place on 31 January 2022 and served for the co-

legislators to present the main elements of their positions, such as on 

the scope, identification of critical entities and the Annex. Mr Saliba 

stressed that there are clear differences between the Parliament and 

the Council on essential services and sectors to be included in the 

Annex, which are linked to public administration, food and hea lth, 

and that negotiations will continue on these aspects. The date for the 

second trilogue still needs to be agreed with the French Council 

Presidency. 

E V E N T S  

IMCO mission to Navarra  

From 11 to 13 April 2022, an IMCO mission to the region of Navarra will take place. Navarra, located  

in Northern Spain, borders with France. The aim of the mission is to explore how local businesses and industries 

adapt to cross-border opportunities and face the challenges of the digital economy as well as the green 

transition. The mission will offer opportunities to get acquainted with the latest experiences in the area of 

eGovernment that are being promoted in the region. 

O T H E R  N E W S  

Next committee meetings:  

Monday, 16-17 March, 14.00-17.00 

Monday, 28 March, 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45 
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