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Ensuring effective approaches to fighting propaganda 

on online platforms and the role of the DSA in the light 

of the Russian aggression 

On 16 March, IMCO will hold  

an exchange of views with 

Commissioner Breton on "Ensuring 

effective approaches to fighting 

propaganda on online platforms and 

the role of the DSA in the light of the 

Russian aggression". IMCO Members will have the opportunity  

to discuss the Commissions' actions in order to fight war propaganda 

and adapt the platforms' policies in view of the current situation.  

The discussion will focus on the urgent and effective measures  

to counter disinformation, including updating terms and conditions 

for users and recommender systems. The debate is particularly 

important in the light of the on-going negotiations on the Digital 

Services Act, where issues, such as algorithmic transparency  

and accountability, as well risk assessment and risk mitigation 

measures are key priority for the Parliament. 

Scrutiny Session with the Commission on Customs and 

Internal Market aspects of the new relationship with 

the UK 

On 17 March, IMCO will hold  

a scrutiny session on the evolution  

of the Internal Market and Customs 

matters within the Withdrawal 

Agreement and its Protocol on Ireland 

and Northern Ireland. Mr Richard 

Szostak, Director of the UK Service  

of the European Commission, will brief Members of IMCO.  

He will touch upon topics such as the status of the negotiations  

with the UK on the facilitations offered on customs formalities,  

on the access to UK IT applications and the status of the building  

of the control posts, on the plans for the phasing in of UK controls  

for exports from EU, or on handling of the category of goods not at 

risk of moving to the EU. The session will provide an opportunity  

to discuss measures taken to safeguard the integrity of the Single 

Market. 

Structured dialogue - EVP Vestager 

On 16 March, the IMCO 

Committee will hold an exchange 

of views with Margrethe Vestager, 

Executive Vice President of the 

European Commission for  

a Europe Fit for the Digital Age -  

as part of a Structured Dialogue. The debate is expected to touch 

upon a number of ongoing and upcoming initiatives within the 

framework of the European Digital Strategy and the European Data 

Strategy; for example the proposal for an Artificial Intelligence Act, 

where IMCO co-leads the Parliament’s work together with the LIBE 

Committee, the European Chips Act Package and the progress 

towards the development of a European Digital Identity. Other topics 

such as the European Standardisation Strategy and the upcoming 

Single Market Emergency Instrument may also be discussed in light 

of the current global situation. 

Structured dialogue - Commissioner Gentiloni 

On 17 March, a new session of the 

structured dialogue on Customs Policy 

matters with Commissioner Gentiloni 

will take place. The usual holding  

of these sessions have been severely 

disrupted by the COVID-19 crisis,  

and this session will provide with an opportunity to take stock on the 

status of implementation of the policy area during the previous year. 

The Commissioner is expected to provide first-hand information on 

the advancement of the preparations for the implementation of the 

actions contained in the Customs Action Plan, particularly these that 

are not expected to generate legislative proposals in the short term, 

such as the definition of a regime for customs infringements  

and sanctions, and the ongoing reflection on cooperation modalities 

between the EU and the MS (customs agency vs other methods). 
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
(16/17  MARCH AND 28  MARCH 2022) 

Watch the committee meeting live 

Right to repair 

On 16 March, IMCO will exchange 

views and vote on a Motion for 

Resolution and Oral Question to the 

Commission on the right to repair. 

This resolution is closely linked to the 

Commission’s Circular Economy 

Action Plan and its upcoming 

legislative initiative on the right to repair. It also builds on previous 

calls from the European Parliament to empower consumers to repair 

products and use them for a longer period of time. The draft 

resolution looks at the closely interconnected topics of product 

design, consumer information on reparable products  

and strengthening consumer rights and guarantees to ensure a longer 

use of products. The motion for resolution is scheduled for debate  

in the April plenary session. 

New Industrial Strategy for Europe 

On 16 March, IMCO will consider 

the draft opinion on the 

implementation of the Updated 

New Industrial Strategy for 

Europe: aligning spending to 

policy. The Rapporteur, Ms Maria 

da Graça Carvalho (EPP), 

underlines that EU’s action should build on the lessons learned from 

COVID-19 pandemic and enhance EU competitiveness. Governance 

and market surveillance are key and single market barriers should be 

removed. Effective standardisation strategy is essential. Supply risks, 

dependencies, disruptions and vulnerabilities must be effectively 

addressed, inter alia through investments, to ensure the strategic 

autonomy in digital infrastructures and key technologies. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Maria da Graça Carvalho (EPP) 

Foreign subsidies 

On 28 March, IMCO will vote on 

Mr Christian Doleschal’s (EPP) 

opinion on the regulatory 

mechanism to prevent or remedy 

the disruptive effects of Foreign 

Subsidies on the EU internal 

market. The IMCO opinion to 

INTA is mainly focusing on 

chapter 4 of the Regulation, which deals with public procurement. 

Based on the 175 submitted amendments, Mr Doleschal drafted 26 

compromise amendments, which were fine-tuned during the shadow 

and technical meetings. The INTA Committee will vote on its report 

on 20 April and the plenary will vote in May. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Christian Doleschal (EPP) 

Common charger 

On 28 March, IMCO will consider 

amendments and compromise 

amendments to the draft report by  

Mr Alex Agius Saliba (S&D) on the 

common charger proposal amending 

Directive 2014/53/EU. In their 157 

amendments, Members focused on the 

core issues of the proposal, including covered electronic devices, 

delegated act on wireless charging and the Rapporteur´s addition on 

visual elements improving consumer information of unbundling of 

chargers before selling of a product. The Rapporteur proposed a set 

of draft compromises, covering main issues raised in his draft report 

and amendments tabled by IMCO Members. This consideration of 

amendments and compromises will help the Rapporteur and 

Shadows progress in the preparation for the vote in IMCO on 20 April.  

DRAFTSPERSON: Alex Agius Saliba (S&D) 

Consumer credits 

 On 28 March, the IMCO 

Committee will consider 

amendments to the proposal for a 

Directive on consumer credits. The 

amendments tabled by the 

Members converged on the need 

to decrease the amount of 

information provided to consumers and to base the creditworthiness 

assessment only on data regarding consumers’ financial and 

economic situation and not on health data. Members tabled 

amendments inter alia regarding caps, advertising, overdraft facilities 

and overrunning, the right of withdrawal, early repayment and 

penalties. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Kateřina Konečná (The Left) 

Path to the digital decade 

On 28 March, the IMCO committee 

will consider amendments and draft 

compromise amendments to the 

draft opinion by the Rapporteur  

Mr Ivars Ijabs (Renew) on the  

“Path to the Digital Decade”.  

ITRE is the lead committee on the 

file. 209 amendments were tabled, touching primarily on the overall 

objectives and concrete targets of the policy programme, which will 

set the direction for the Union’s digital transformation by 2030.  

The drafting of compromise amendments is currently at the stage  

of negotiations between the political groups. The vote in IMCO  

is scheduled for 20-21 April 2022. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ivars Ijabs (Renew) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96867/MARIA+DA+GRACA_CARVALHO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197473/CHRISTIAN_DOLESCHAL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS+SALIBA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197624/IVARS_IJABS/home
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The impact of influencers on advertising and consumer 

protection in the single market 

On 16 March, the authors of the study 

on “The impact of influencers  

on consumer protection in the single 

market” will present their findings.  

The influencer industry has grown 

significantly in recent years, becoming 

one of the most popular and effective 

forms of online advertising. The study focuses on defining influencers 

and analyses the impact and the risks of influencer marketing  

for consumers in the single market. The study further provides  

an overview on how influencers are currently regulated in the EU, 

looking in particular at consumer protection rules and the Digital 

Services Act. Following the presentation, IMCO Members will 

exchange views on the issue and discuss recommendations for future 

actions proposed by the authors. 

Dark patterns – harm and risks for consumers and the 

digital single market 

The “dark patterns” refers to 

practices by online businesses, 

aiming at coercing users’ 

behaviour (i.e. using psychological 

tricks to nudge users into 

unwanted behaviour). The hearing 

will shine light on these practices 

and how they potentially cause harm for consumers and the digital 

single market in general. The hearing will bring an added value to  

the ongoing discussions and negotiations on proposals like the DSA,  

the DMA and the Data Act, as these will provide opportunities  

to address dark patterns in the EU legislation for the first time. 

Budgetary procedure 2023 - Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

As in the previous years, within the EU budgetary procedure IMCO will vote on 28 March whether to endorse 

proposals for Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions (PP-PAs) tabled by Members. Pilot projects are experimental 

initiatives designed to test the feasibility of future EU actions or projects, whereas Preparatory Actions normally 

follow on from successful Pilot Projects and are designed to better prepare future EU actions or projects. 

Proposals endorsed by IMCO will be submitted to BUDG, and then submitted further to the Commission for pre-

assessment. The Commission’s assessment of proposed PP-PAs can be expected by the end of June. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Andreas Schwab (EPP) 

L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
( 2 8  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2 )  

 

Competition policy 

On 28 February, IMCO held a vote on 

the draft opinion by Mr Andrea Caroppo 

(EPP) on the Competition policy - annual 

report 2021. Based on 87 amendments 

tabled to the draft opinion,  

10 compromise amendments were 

elaborated between the political 

groups. Those covered issues such as the need for coherence 

between competition and sustainability policies, role of data and 

market definition on digital markets and the extension of the 

temporary framework for state aid. All compromises were adopted 

by a large majority and the opinion itself also received the support of 

almost all IMCO Members. ECON - the lead committee - voted on 14 

March. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Andrea Caroppo (EPP)  

European digital identity  

On 28 February, IMCO discussed the draft 

opinion of Mr Andrus Ansip (Renew)  

on the European Digital Identity proposal. 

In his presentation, the Rapporteur 

underlined that the implementation  

of a cross-border legal framework  

for trusted digital identities is an essential tool to strengthen  

the Digital Single Market. IMCO Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed  

the Commission proposal and the draft opinion, also underlining 

further areas of work, in particular on the need to strengthen data 

protection and security for the European Digital identity Wallet users. 

In addition, some Shadows stressed that the use of these wallets 

should remain truly voluntary and that the provisions on very large 

online platforms should be strengthened. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Andrus Ansip (Renew) 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28223/ANDREAS_SCHWAB/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197797/ANDREA_CAROPPO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124696/ANDRUS_ANSIP/home
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U P D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector 

(Digital Markets Act) 

The third round of interinstitutional 

negotiations on the proposal for a new 

Regulation on Contestable and fair markets 

in the digital sector (the “Digital Markets 

Act”) took place on 1 March. Besides endorsing the progress done  

so far at technical level, the trilogue brought provisional agreement 

on a number of important elements for the Parliament, including 

obligations to inform about concentrations, compliance, 

accountability and reporting, whistle-blowers and collective redress. 

Fruitful discussions were also conducted on the core political issues 

of scope, future-proofing, enforcement, governance and gatekeeper 

obligations. Work will now continue at technical level in order  

to pave the way for political solutions on these issues at the fourth 

and possible last trilogue, which will be held on 24 March  

at the Parliament’s premises.2022.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: IMCO website. 

International Public Procurement Instrument (IPI) 

On 1 March, the fourth trilogue on 

the IPI instrument took place. The 

negotiations are conducted by the 

INTA Committee and IMCO is 

represented by its opinion-

rapporteur Mr Ivan Štefanec (EPP). 

The trilogue approved the 

conclusions found at technical level. This included some of the IMCO 

exclusive paragraphs, on which the Parliament showed willingness to 

accept the Council position. The idea of a package deal with some 

give and take elements allowing a mutual agreement has been 

proposed. The fifth and most likely conclusive trilogue is planned to 

take place on 14 March. 

E V E N T S  

IMCO mission to Silicon Valley  

At the end of May IMCO is planning to organize a Mission to the Silicon Valley. The mission purpose is  

to look into the latest digital market developments in the United States and the EU, particularly opportunities 

and challenges in relation to the development and further use of e-commerce, Al, consumer protection, 

online platforms and the sharing economy. The mission will provide an excellent opportunity to learn more 

about current issues related to the ongoing digital single market files in our Committee. Having the possibility 

of a direct exchange with local authorities, companies (big and small) and academic institutions could be  

of great value for the current discussions in IMCO on how to maintain a proper business eco-system  

that nurtures innovation while guarantees high standards of consumer protection. 

O T H E R  N E W S  

Next committee meetings:  

Monday, 28 March, 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45 

Wednesday, 21 April, 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45 - Thursday, 22 April, 09.30-12.30 and 13.45-16.15 
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