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DECISION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

of 9 March 2022 

on extraordinary measures enabling the European Parliament to carry out its duties 

and exercise its prerogatives under the Treaties 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 

Having regard to Rules 237a and 237c of the Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament, 

Having regard to the approval of the Conference of Presidents at its meeting of 9 March 2022, 

Whereas: 

(1) Since the entry into force of the Decision of the President of 20 January 2022 on 
extraordinary measures enabling the European Parliament to carry out its duties and 
exercise its prerogatives the overall epidemiological situation as regards COVID-19 
has, according to the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), 
been characterised by a high but sharply decreasing overall case notification rate. The 
Omicron variant is dominant throughout the Union but, unlike what happened with 
previous variants of concern, Omicron-related infections and hospitalisations evolve at 
diverging rates. Case notification rates and hospital admissions are forecast to decrease 
while death rates should remain stable. 

(2) In response to these new developments, pursuant to the Decision of the President of 9 
March 2022 on security measures to limit the spread of COVID-19 (President Decision 
on security measures), several restrictions, such as limitations on access to the European 
Parliament, were lifted, while some sanitary measures, including the obligation to wear 
a medical face mask, were maintained. In its meeting of 7 March 2022, the Bureau 
decided to prolong until 10 April 2022 its Decision of 27 October 2021 on exceptional 
health and safety rules governing access to Parliament's buildings in its three places of 
work pursuant to which access to Parliament's buildings is granted only upon 
presentation of a valid EU Digital COVID certificate or equivalent certificate. 

(3) Moreover, many Member States have started to gradually relax some or all of the 
measures put in place to limit the spread of COVID-19. Such gradual relaxations 
concern, inter alia, the lifting of certain travel restrictions and limitations for private 



gatherings, the reduction of quarantine or isolation periods and the lifting of restrictions 
on certain sectors of the economy. 

(4) On the basis of reliable evidence, inter alia, from the ECDC and as confirmed by 
Parliament's Medical Preparedness and Crisis Management Unit, for reasons of 
security and safety, it is however still dangerous for Parliament to convene in 
accordance with its usual procedures as set out in the Rules of Procedure. Consequently, 
the additional threats and challenges that derive from the coronavirus and its Omicron 
variant of concern constitute exceptional and, in particular in the light of the difficulties 
in interpreting surveillance data, unforeseeable circumstances beyond Parliament's 
control. 

(5) It is therefore necessary to adopt appropriate extraordinary measures to enable 
Parliament to continue to carry out its duties and to exercise its prerogatives. 

(6) Throughout the pandemic, multiple layers of risk mitigation measures were put in place 
in Parliament in order to significantly reduce the risk of in-house infections. Given the 
improvement in the epidemiological situation, some of those layers can be removed. 
However, abolishing all layers of the well-calibrated risk mitigation measures at the 
same time would result in an increased risk of infection for persons working in and 
visiting the European Parliament. Consequently, a return to regular procedures should 
be initiated by gradually bringing to an end Parliament's extraordinary measures while 
keeping the health risks as low as possible. 

(7) Parliament's competent services have improved ventilation systems for all meeting 
rooms, ensuring that there is 100% fresh air circulation, and the internal air distribution 
in the hemicycles in Strasbourg and Brussels is optimal. Also, during so-called non 
dynamic meetings in which participants are seated, the risk of transmission is reduced 
if sanitary and risk-mitigation measures set out in the President Decision on security 
measures are respected. In line with the advice of Parliament's Medical Preparedness 
and Crisis Management Unit, for plenary and for meetings of committees, of 
interparliamentary delegations and of other bodies of Parliament physical distancing 
requirements can thus be lifted. 

(8) During the plenary debates and votes, the will of Union citizens is ultimately articulated 
through their democratically elected representatives and only those extraordinary 
measures which least restrict Members' rights should be envisaged. In light of the 
prolongation of several sanitary and risk mitigation measures pursuant to the Decision 
of the President on security measures, and given that in the hemicycle optimal 
ventilation is, the risk of infection in the plenary is considerably lower than on other 
occasions. Therefore, it is not necessary to continue applying the remote participation 
regime for part-sessions. Following the advice of Parliament's Medical Preparedness 
and Crisis Management Unit, plenary sittings, including voting sessions, should be held 
in physical presence, with the additional safeguard that Members should in general 
speak from the front rostrum. 



(9) In particular besides part-sessions, a large number of meetings of committees, of 
interparliamentary delegations and of other bodies of Parliament take place. During 
periods where such meetings are held, Members travel more frequently to and from 
their constituencies compared to part-sessions thus increasing their risk of exposure to 
COVID-19. In addition, if all Members, staff and other participants were to attend those 
meetings in person the risk of in-house transmissions could rise. Moreover, an increased 
circulation of those persons within Parliament's buildings could also result in a higher 
number of informal social gatherings before and after those meetings further driving 
the infection risk up. 

(10) Accordingly, for meetings of committees, of interparliamentary delegations and of 
other bodies of Parliament, the remote participation regime should continue to apply, 
thereby enabling Members to exercise certain of their parliamentary rights by electronic 
means. Some rights and practices cannot be exercised appropriately without the 
Members being physically present and should therefore be adapted for the duration of 
this Decision in accordance with the Guidelines on the remote voting procedure in 
committees as adopted by the Conference of Committee Chairs. 

(11) Missions of committees and inter-parliamentary delegations, election observation 
missions, democratic support activities and inter-parliamentary meetings should be 
eligible to be authorised, based on an individual risk assessment, and in line with the 
applicable national, Union and international rules. lt should also be possible for such 
activities to be organised remotely. 

(12) Although several factors determining the evolution of the pandemic remain 
unpredictable, many scientific studies predict that the Omicron wave will continue to 
flatten in the coming weeks. Accordingly, this Decision should be regularly assessed 
and, where appropriate, amended or revoked as soon as the extraordinary circumstances 
that gave rise to its adoption have evolved or ceased. Additional logistical and technical 
measures are taken to enable Parliament to fully return to its regular procedures. 

(13) Rule 237a should only be applied as a last resort. The extraordinary measures provided 
for in this Decision are strictly necessary, and no less restrictive measures are available 
or equally suitable to enable Parliament to continue to carry out its duties and exercise 
its prerogatives under the Treaties while ensuring safety, 



HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Chapter I - Parliament's part-sessions and sittings 

Article 1 

In the hemicycle, Members shall speak from the front rostrum, unless the President allows them 
to speak from their seats. 

Chapter II - Committees and interparliamentary delegations 

Article 2 

1. Committees and interparliamentary delegations shall organise their meetings, including 
hearings and workshops, under the remote participation regime laid down in Rule 23 7 c. 

2. In committees and interparliamentary delegations, Members shall exercise their voting 
rights in accordance with the provisions laid down in Chapter 2 of the Decision of the 
Bureau of 8 February 2021 on rules governing voting under the remote participation 
regime. 

3. The rights and practices which cannot be exercised appropriately without the physical 
presence of Members shall be adapted as laid down in the Guidelines on the remote 
voting procedure in committees as adopted by the Conference of Committee Chairs. 

Article 3 

Without prejudice to the general rules on authorisation, missions of committees and inter 
parliamentary delegations, election observation missions, democratic support activities and 
inter-parliamentary meetings may be authorised on a case-by-case basis, based on an individual 
risk assessment, and in line with the applicable national, Union and international rules. 

Chapter III - Other bodies 

Article 4 

Meetings of other bodies may be organised under the remote participation regime laid down in 
Rule 237c. 



Chapter IV - Final provisions 

Article 5 

This Decision shall be without prejudice to any additional preventive and safety measures for 
risk mitigation by the President, the Bureau of the European Parliament or other competent 
authorities of Parliament. 

Article 6 

1. This Decision shall enter into force on 14 March 2022 with its publication on 
Parliament's website. 

2. This Decision shall be subject to a regular assessment with regard to the evolution of 
the extraordinary circumstances and, where appropriate, amended or revoked 
according! y. 

3. This Decision shall lapse on 12 June 2022 unless renewed, amended or revoked before 
this date. 

Strasbourg, 9 March 2022 

Roberta Metsola 


