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1. AT A GLANCE 
 
The competence and functions of the Sejm are determined by the principle of separation of powers enshrined 
in the Constitution of the Republic. The Constitution of 1997 retained the principle of bicameralism of the 
legislature. The Sejm and the Senate sitting jointly constitute the National Assembly. Characteristically, the new 
Constitution conferred very extensive powers on the Sejm. On the other hand, the powers of the Senate are 
limited. Every 4 years, 460 deputies are elected to the Sejm. The terms of office of the Sejm and the Senate 
commence at the date the Sejm meets for its first sitting.  
 
In Article 95 (1) of the Constitution, the Sejm and the Senate are mentioned as bodies exercising legislative 
power, i.e. lawmaking bodies. According to Article 95 (2), the Sejm also exercises control over the activities of 
the Council of Ministers, which is an executive body. The Constitution provides the Sejm with a dominant role in 
the legislative process. For the legislative process to get started, it is necessary to introduce a bill to the Sejm. 
 
Parliamentary elections to both the Sejm and Senate were held in Poland on 13 October 2019. The turnout 
reached 61.74% - second biggest score in the last 30 years (in elections in 2015 – 50.9%).The governing party 
Law and Justice (PiS) won the election with 43.59% of the vote against the opposition party Civic Coalition, who 
gained a 27.40% share. PIS party won the absolute majority also thanks to the electoral system. Since 
December 2017, Mateusz Morawiecki from PiS is the Prime Minister. Next elections are to be scheduled for 
October 2023 at latest. 
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2. COMPOSITION 

 
 SEJM 

 Parties EP % Number of seats 

 

PiS - Prawo i Sprawiedliwość (Law and Justice) 

 

49.6 228 

 

KO- Koalicja Obywatelska (Civic Coalition) 

 

27.4 126 
 

 

SLD - Sojusz Lewicy Demokratycznej (New Left 
Together) 

  
9.6 

44 
 

 

Polish Alliance  5 24 

 

Konfederacja Wolność i Niepodległość 
(Confederation) 

 2.4 11 

       

Poland 2050  

 

1.7 8 

       

Alliance Jarosław Gowin  1 5 

 Kukiz’15 - Direct Democracy  0.87 4 

        

Polish Affairs  0.87 4 

 

PPS  0.65 3 

 Non-Attached  0.65 3 

    460 

 

3. OFFICEHOLDERS 
 

Marshal of the Sejm 
 
 

 
 

Elżbieta Witek (PiS – Law and Justice) 
 
 

Deputy Chair of the EU Affairs Committee 
 (Acting Chair) 

 

 
 

Anita Czerwińska (PiS – Law and Justice) 

Secretary General of the Sejm: Mrs Agnieszka Kaczmarska since 2017 
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4. RELATIONS WITH MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

Participation rights for Polish MEPs in plenary 
sittings 

No 

Participation rights for Polish MEPs in committee 
meetings 

Right to attend meetings and possibility of participating 
in the discussion. 

Availability of videoconferencing system in Sejm Yes 

 
 

5. INFORMATION LINKS 
 

 Official website: http://www.sejm.gov.pl/ 

 Rules of procedure in English  

 List of the committees 

 Recent documents submitted by the Sejm to the Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange (IPEX)   

 European Parliament Liaison Office in Warsaw 
 
 

6. CONTACTS 
 

Contact in the EP Directorate for Relations with 
National Parliaments: 
 
Ms Monika MOENS DE FERNIG 
Office MTY 07R020, 1047 Brussels 
Phone +32 2 28 32364 
monika.moensdefernig@ep.europa.eu  

Brussels-based contacts of the Polish Sejm: 
 
 
Ms Agnieszka WACIAK 
Office MTY 04R014, 1047 Brussels 
Phone +32 2 28 42002 
agnieszka.waciak@natparl.ep.europa.eu  
 
Ms Karolina MAKARA 
Office MTY 04R014, 1047 Brussels 
Phone +32 2 28 43063 

karolina.makara@natparl.ep.europa.eu 

 

 
 

http://www.sejm.gov.pl/
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14798:the-standing-orders-of-the-sejm-of-the-republic-of-poland&catid=57:prawo
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14798:the-standing-orders-of-the-sejm-of-the-republic-of-poland&catid=57:prawo
https://www.sejm.gov.pl/Sejm9.nsf/agent.xsp?symbol=KOMISJE_STALE&Nrkadencji=9
http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/search.do#_e=dHlwZT1BTEwmZmFjZXRlZD10cnVlJnN0YXJ0PTAmcm93cz0xMCZ0ZXh0PSZzbGFuZz0mZG9jdW1lbnRDb2RlPSZkb2N1bWVudFllYXI9MCZkb2N1bWVudE51bWJlcj0mX2RlYWRMaW5lUHJlc2VudD1mYWxzZSZmcm9tRGF0ZT0mdG9EYXRlPSZzY3J1dGlueUNoYW1iZXI9SU5JVF8xMDMmc2NydXRpbnlTdGF0dXM9Jl9yZWFzb25lZE9waW5pb249ZmFsc2UmX2VjUmVwbGllcz1mYWxzZSZfaW1wb3J0YW50SW5mbz1mYWxzZSZfYWRvcHRlZExlZ2lzbGF0aW9uPWZhbHNl&_rnd=302868391093
http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/search.do#_e=dHlwZT1BTEwmZmFjZXRlZD10cnVlJnN0YXJ0PTAmcm93cz0xMCZ0ZXh0PSZzbGFuZz0mZG9jdW1lbnRDb2RlPSZkb2N1bWVudFllYXI9MCZkb2N1bWVudE51bWJlcj0mX2RlYWRMaW5lUHJlc2VudD1mYWxzZSZmcm9tRGF0ZT0mdG9EYXRlPSZzY3J1dGlueUNoYW1iZXI9SU5JVF8xMDMmc2NydXRpbnlTdGF0dXM9Jl9yZWFzb25lZE9waW5pb249ZmFsc2UmX2VjUmVwbGllcz1mYWxzZSZfaW1wb3J0YW50SW5mbz1mYWxzZSZfYWRvcHRlZExlZ2lzbGF0aW9uPWZhbHNl&_rnd=302868391093
http://www.europarl.pl/
http://www.europarl.pl/
mailto:monika.moensdefernig@ep.europa.eu
mailto:agnieszka.waciak@natparl.ep.europa.eu
mailto:karolina.makara@natparl.ep.europa.eu

