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O U T C O M E  O F  T H E  L A T E S T  A I D A  C O M M I T T E E  

M E E T I N G S / H E A R I N G S  

AIDA Hearing on “AI and Green deal”  

On 27 January 2021, AIDA organised a public hearing on ‘AI 

and the Green Deal’ in association with the Committee on 

Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). The 

hearing was divided into two panels, and explored the 

potential of artificial intelligence in the fight against climate 

change, environmental protection and in the green recovery 

after Covid-19, as well as in making EU’s economy more 

circular and in fulfilling the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). The first panel featured mostly institutional 

speakers and the second representatives of academia and 

industry. 

The first panellist, Ms Clara de la Torre, Deputy Director-General of DG CLIMA, presented the key points of the EU’s 

growth strategy, the European Green Deal, and the connection it has with digital technologies and AI. She highlighted 

the creation of the green data space called ‘GreenData4All’, also mentioned in the ‘European strategy for data’. The 

second speaker, UN Environment Programme’s Shereen Zorba, spoke about the importance of working together 

across borders to combat climate change with the help of AI. More environmental data means more insights and 

more progress, but a lot of necessary data is not yet available. For example, when reporting on environmental 

indicators of SDGs, 68% of the needed data does not yet exist. The second panellist, European Space Agency’s 

Director for Earth Observation Programmes Josef Aschbacher gave AIDA Members insights into how satellite data 

and ‘digital twin Earth’ can assist in creating different kinds of ‘what if’ scenarios to tackle climate change, noting that 

in this regard, ‘space is taking the pulse of our planet,’ The link with Commission’s DestinE project was also 

mentioned. The final speaker of the panel, Guillaume Pitron, journalist and author of ‘The Rare Metals War: the dark 

side of clean energy and digital technologies’ spoke about the importance of circular economy in fulfilling the Green 

Deal goals, especially when it comes to resources required for digital technologies.  

In the second panel Lynn H. Kaack, postdoctoral researcher at ETH Zürich and the Chair of Climate Change AI 

(CCAI), presented some of the key findings of a CCAI paper entitled ‘Tackling Climate Change with Machine 

Learning’. She spoke about the need for setting up multidisciplinary research centres, as the work of machine learning 

specialists and climate change experts does not naturally overlap, and for democratisation of AI literacy and 

implementation capacity. The second speaker of the panel, Mozilla’s Sustainability Steward Cathleen Berger, told 

AIDA Members about the work they had done to measure the environmental footprint of Mozilla and its digital 

products, as well as the challenges encountered and the main takeaways. The last panellist, Victor Galaz from the 

Stockholm Resilience Centre, spoke about the connections between planetary change, digitalisation and AI. He 

stressed that now is the time to direct the full potential of AI towards tackling climate challenge. 

 

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/committee-on-artificial-intelligence-in-digital-age_20210127-0900-COMMITTEE-AIDA_vd
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-european-strategy-data-19feb2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/destination-earth-destine


Joint AIDA/AFET/SEDE Hearing on the External Policy Dimension 

of AI  

On 1 and 4 March 2021, the AIDA Committee, in cooperation with the 

Foreign Affairs Committee (AFET) and the Sub-Committee on Security 

and Defence (SEDE), held a joint hearing with the aim of debating the 

external policy dimensions of AI, with a focus on EU-US relations and 

the use of AI in defence. On 1 March, the first panel focused on AI 

diplomacy and governance in a global setting, highlighting the 

importance of strengthening the transatlantic relationship and 

increasing cooperation on tech regulation. Kristin de Peyron, 

representing the European External Action Service (EEAS) recognised 

the geostrategic importance of AI and emphasised that the EU’s role globally is to push for a competitive and human-

centric AI regulatory framework.  The panel also discussed the growing importance of regulatory convergence on AI and 

other emerging technologies. Congresswoman Kelly of the US Congress detailed US legislative progress on the 

integration of provisions on AI within the National Defense Authorization Act, while also highlighting broader societal issues 

that remain to be addressed in the wide scale uptake of AI, including the persistent problem of bias, especially based on 

gender and race. 

On 4 March, the second panel delved into AI implications in the field of cybersecurity and defence. Francois Arbault of DG 

DEFIS, European Commission, and Elizabeth Minor of the NGO Article 36, pointed out the importance of the European 

Defence Fund in setting funding conditions for AI in the realm of defence, recalling that all R&D projects must be fully 

compliant with national and international laws. Panel members also discussed the idea of Europe endorsing an 

international treaty on standard setting for autonomous weapons through a mix of hard and soft laws as well as future 

international cooperation on arriving at a legally binding definition of lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS) and the 

importance of securing widespread acceptance of the principle of Meaningful Human Control (MHC). 

U P C O M I N G  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  A N D  H E A R I N G S  
 

Watch the AIDA Committee meeting live 

Upcoming AIDA Hearing on AI and Competitiveness 

On 23 March 2021, AIDA is organising a hearing on "AI and 
Competitiveness". The event will address the following questions: 
What are the choices for regulatory frameworks to enabling the 
potential of AI solutions for increasing EU enterprise competitiveness? 
How to build a competitive and innovative AI sector? What are the 
challenges for EU enterprises in entering AI markets, and developing 
and adopting competitive AI solutions? 

The scope of the hearing extends tocompanies legally domiciled in the 
EU, regardless of their geographical operation (national, European or 
international) or the location of their customers and potential 
competitors. 

The draft programme, once available will be published on the AIDA Committee website. 

U P C O M I N G  A I D A  A C T I V I T I E S  

 

Please note that not all of the following events and activities are organised by the EP. The organisers therefore may change and/or update 
event information accordingly. For more information and registration (where applicable) please visit the respective websites of the 

organisers. 

Date Event Place 

23 March AIDA hearing on AI and Competitiveness online 

15 April AIDA hearing with INGE Committee on AI and the future of democracy online 

25 May AIDA hearing with EMPL on AI and labour, employment and skills online 

June AIDA hearing with AGRI Committee on AI in agriculture  

  

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida-hearing-on-ai-and-competitiveness/product-details/20210210CAN59709
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