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NEWSLETTER - FINAL ISSUE 1/2022 OF 4 APRIL 2022 

F A R E W E L L  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R  

Dear friends and colleagues, dear readers, 

With the adoption of our final report in the AIDA Committee on 22 March, and 

thereby at the end of our Committee’s mandate, I want to take the occasion of 

this last AIDA newsletter to look back at the work that we have done over the 

past year and a half. I might be biased in this regard, but I think that establishing 
AIDA is one of the most inspired decisions by the European Parliament during 

this legislative term.  

We have started this term with a promise by the Commission President Ursula 

von der Leyen to propose draft legislation on AI “in the first 100 days of her 
mandate”. There was a lot of enthusiasm in Parliament for this topic - artificial 

intelligence - but there was still much to explore in terms of what AI is and what it means for the future of Europe.  

That is why the Parliament adopted a broad and comprehensive mandate for AIDA, which goes far beyond our 

legislative work on the draft AI Act and looks at (1) AI in various industries and verticals, (2) at AI in third countries and 
how Europe compares -- how we can catch up, how we can compete, and where we can lead -- and (3) at howthe AI 

landscape may evolve in Europe by 2030.  

During the AIDA mandate, we have held a total of 28 committee meetings and 11 public hearings, dealing with AI in 

health and combatting pandemics, AI and the Green Deal, AI Diplomacy and Governance in a Global Setting; AI, 
Cybersecurity and Defence; AI and Competitiveness; AI and the Future of Democracy; AI and the Labour Market; AI 

in agriculture and food security; AI and financial services; AI and the Data Strategy; AI and Transport; and lastly, AI 

and Bias.  

The main findings of these hearings were summarised in a series of AIDA working papers which, as a collection, 

showcase the conversations we’ve had with a broad range of AI experts and stakeholders, and capture the political 

positions of our political groups on all these topics - and I can tell you that these publications are appreciated and 

studied in think tanks both in Europe and in the U.S.  

Recognising the importance of the transatlantic relationship with regard to the development of emerging technologies 

and in line with the AIDA mandate of also evaluating third country approaches to AI, in November 2021 we organised 

one of the first European Parliament post-pandemic missions to Washington D.C., exchanging views with our American 

partners on AI and potential elements of convergence, including within the scope of the Trade and Technology Council. 

In addition, we have held several Committee meetings with Commission Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager 

and Commissioner Thierry Breton, as well as with the French Council Presidency, the German Bundestag Study 

Commission on Artificial Intelligence, and with National Parliaments. We have also organised a series of thematic 

workshops with the U.S. National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence (NSCAI), the OECD, our own EPRS 
on Parliament studies on AI, and experts on AI in law enforcement, in space, public administration and other areas of 

AI application.  

I consider it important to mention most of the work that we have done to show that this Committee has taken its mandate 
to the next level of engagement and consistency. This is also reflected in our final report, which was a one -of-its kind 

report in the European Parliament. It takes, according to our mandate, a three-pronged approach to the topic of Artificial 

Intelligence, dealing (1) with AI in a number of use cases (health, the Green Deal, security and diplomacy, 
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competitiveness, the future of democracy, and the labour market); (2) with Europe’s place in the global tech competition 

with a specific focus on the US, our ally and partner, and China, a competitor offering an alternative view of tech 
governance, including on AI; and (3) with what Europe can and should do to become a global leader on AI.  

I am particularly happy to see that, across the board, we did not shy away from arguing for closer cooperation with our 

likeminded democratic partners in setting the rules of the digital future, including on AI and technology standards. Our 

future global competitiveness in the digital field depends on the rules we set in place today. And these rules need to 
be in accordance with our values: democracy, rule of law, fundamental rights, and respect for the rules -based 

international order. This is paramount, as the struggle between authoritarianism and democracy is becoming more and 

more acute -- and unfortunately more deadly, as seen in the unprovoked and unjustified invasion of Ukraine. 

I want to close with a round of well-deserved messages of thanks and appreciation. This Special Committee has been 

tasked with an excellent mandate, which it has fulfilled completely in spite of the pandemic, and as a result has made 

a lasting contribution to the European Parliament’s work on AI and the EU’s future overall approach to this important 

technology. 

Special thanks to the AIDA Rapporteur, Axel Voss (EPP), for the work you have done on the AIDA report. Thank you 

to all the Shadow Rapporteurs who worked hard on behalf of their political groups on the negotiation and completion 

of the final report: Brando Benifei (S&D); Andrus Ansip (Renew); Damian Boeselager (Greens); Jordan Bardella (ID); 

Geert Bourgeois (ECR); and Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left). 

Thank you to the AIDA Vice-Chairs: Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D); Geoffroy Didier (EPP); Karlo Ressler (EPP); and 

Birgit Sippel (S&D)  

Thank you to the AIDA Coordinators, who have supported my work as AIDA Chair, brought plenty of ideas and 

contributions to the table, and assured that the Committee achieved all the results that presented herein, throughout 
the committee mandate: Eva Maydell (EPP); Iban Garcia Del Blanco (S&D); Svenja Hahn (Renew); Alexandra Geese 

(Greens), Alessandra Basso (ID), Adam Bielan (ECR), and Sandra Pereira (The Left). 

Thank you to all AIDA Members for their involvement and contributions. 

And last but not least, or perhaps first and foremost, alongside our fabulous assistants, a big thank you to the brilliant 
and hardworking team of the AIDA Secretariat: Marcus Scheuren, Marija Skundric, Annastiina Papunen, Peter Ide-

Kostic, Maria Lazarova, and Roxanne Klaja.  

This will conclude our work in the AIDA Committee, and we will submit our report to plenary, to be voted on in the May 
I plenary session. 

I look forward to continuing together our work on AI in the European Parliament.  

Best wishes, 

Dragoş TUDORACHE 
Chair of the AIDA Committee 

Watch closing statement by Dragoș Tudorache at the committee meeting 

O U T C O M E  O F  T H E  L A S T  A I D A  C O M M I T T E E  

M E E T I N G S  

Vote in committee - 22 March 2022 

The AIDA Committee voted on its final report in its last meeting on 22 
March 2022. The report is the main outcome of the work that AIDA has 

undertaken over the last 18 months since the committee was set up in 

September 2020. In its mandate, the Committee was tasked with exploring 
the impact of AI on the EU economy and society, to analyse the approach 

of third countries to AI development and deployment, and to chart the road 

ahead for the future of AI in Europe. To find answers to these questions, 

the Committee has held a number of hearings, workshops and debates to 
gather feedback from AI experts in the EU and beyond, and their expertise 

has fed into the AIDA draft report.  

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/final-report-on-artificial-intelligence-in-a-digital-age_I221986
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In total, 1384 amendments were tabled to the draft report (Rapporteur Axel Voss, EPP, Germany), touching on a 

wide variety of topics and themes linked to artificial intelligence. The Rapporteur and the Shadow Rapporteurs have 
worked on compromises based on the tabled amendments since January, and have found consensus on over 220 

compromise amendments 

The next step for the report after the committee vote is the plenary debate and vote, which is foreseen for May 2022. 

More information: Meeting documents and press release 

Committee meeting of 10 February 2022 

This meeting was the last regular AIDA committee meeting before the 
adoption of the final report. 

Speaking on behalf of the French Council Presidency, Mr Cédric O, 

French Minister of State for the Digital Transition and Electronic 
Communication, outlined the state of play of the draft AI Act in the 

Council and shared his thoughts on possible further paths the Council 

would explore in the future on this file. Mr O emphasised the delicate 

balance between innovation and regulation. The Minister also voiced 
his support for the AI Act’s approach of using a risk-based framework 

while stressing the need for a harmonised implementation approach across the EU. 

The second agenda item of the day was the debate on the study entitled 'Identification and assessment of existing 

and draft EU legislation in the digital field' requested by the AIDA Committee. The authors of the study - Ms Teresa 
Rodríguez de las Heras Ballell from Universidad Carlos III de Madrid and Mr Cristiano Codagnone from Open 

Evidence - presented their key findings. The study’s aim was to map the current landscape of EU digital legislation 

and to point out the weaknesses and gaps that still  exist in the EU’s ambition of creating a fully functioning digital 

single market. After the study presentation, AIDA Members had the opportunity to discuss the results and insights of 
the study together with the two experts.  

More information: Meeting documents and press release 

Committee meeting of 13 January 2022 

The first committee meeting of the year focused on the 1.384 
amendments tabled to the AIDA draft report. 

In his opening remarks, the Rapporteur Axel Voss emphasised that 

while many of the amendments were helpful, in his opinion many 

emphasised the risks of AI as opposed to the opportunities of AI. Mr 
Voss particularly welcomed amendments that focused on expanding 

AI use cases and aimed at moving forward with AI development. 

Furthermore, the Rapporteur underlined the need for an ambitious EU 

AI strategy which includes a flexible approach to data governance. 

The floor was then given to the Shadow Rapporteurs from the other political groups. Ibán Garcia de Blanco took the 

floor for S&D replacing Brando Benifei, emphasising the need for a human-centric approach to AI and stating that 

the EU is capable of upholding its own standards without adopting those o f other AI competitors. Andrus Ansip 

(Renew) was mainly satisfied with the report noting that the proposed amendments are necessary to make the report 
more impactful. Damian Boeselager (Greens/EFA) thanked the Rapporteur for his work, but stressed the importance 

of producing a report that is relevant outside of Europe and therefore, rather than advancing fear-mongering language 

on AI, the report should focus on building bridges. Gilles Lebreton (ID), replacing Jordan Bardella, praised the report 

but mentioned that he was surprised by the passage in the report about the GDPR, stating that it is not relevant to 
the end goal. Geert Bourgeois (ECR) welcomed the report, particularly those aspects raising the ambitions on the 

EU’s long-term strategy on AI. This involves a shift in the Union budget towards more research and development in 

AI, Mr Bourgeois stated. Pernando Barrena (The Left) thanked the Rapporteur for his efforts while stressing the 
added value of AI in social and environmental projects. 

More information: AIDA draft report and amendments 

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202203/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0322_1&session=03-22-09-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220318IPR25801/artificial-intelligence-the-eu-needs-to-act-as-a-global-standard-setter
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/703345/IPOL_STU(2022)703345_EN.pdf
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202202/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0210_1&session=02-10-09-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220210IPR23040/artificial-intelligence-meps-debate-with-the-french-presidency
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202201/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0113_1&session=01-13-13-45
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C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  D O C U M E N T S  

 

Watch the committee meetings archive 

Date Event Place 

22 March 2022 Last AIDA meeting and f inal vote 

Meeting documents 

Press release 

Video recording 

10 February 2022 AIDA meeting 

Meeting papers 

Press release 

Video recording 

13 January 2022 AIDA meeting 
Meeting documents 

Video recording 

 

AIDA has produced a series of thematic Working Papers with the key takeaways from the latest AIDA 
hearings, including the position of political groups on the topics discussed. 

 

Recent studies on Artificial Intelligence 

A I D A  P U B L I C A T I O N S  

 

Following the conclusion of the AIDA mandate on 23 March 2022, all information pertaining to the work of the Special 

Committee will be moved to an archive reachable through the European Parliament committee’s website. 

  

A R C HI V E S  O F  T HE  A I D A  C O M M I T T E E  

 

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/search?tab=all&q=AIDA
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202203/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0322_1&session=03-22-09-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220318IPR25801/artificial-intelligence-the-eu-needs-to-act-as-a-global-standard-setter
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/special-committee-on-artificial-intelligence-in-digital-age_20220322-1345-COMMITTEE-AIDA
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202202/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0210_1&session=02-10-09-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220210IPR23040/artificial-intelligence-meps-debate-with-the-french-presidency
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/special-committee-on-artificial-intelligence-in-digital-age_20220210-0900-COMMITTEE-AIDA
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202201/AIDA?meeting=AIDA-2022-0113_1&session=01-13-13-45
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/special-committee-on-artificial-intelligence-in-digital-age_20220113-1345-COMMITTEE-AIDA
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida/home/publications?tabCode=working-papers
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/703351/IPOL_ATA(2022)703351_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/home


 5 

W H O  I S  W H O ?  

AIDA Bureau 

   

 

 

AIDA Coordinators 

 
  

  

    

AIDA Rapporteur 

  

AIDA Secretariat 

Marcus Scheuren 

Peter Ide-Kostic 

Marija Skundric 

Annastiina Papunen 

Maria Lazarova 

Christoph Mugge 

Head of Secretariat 

Administrator 

Administrator 

Administrator 

Committee Assistant 

Trainee 
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AIDA website 
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