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Introduction by the DRFMG Chair 

Introduction 

Established after the murder of journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia and of journalist Ján Kuciak 

and his fiancée Martina Kušnírová, the DRFMG monitors threats to democracy, the rule of law 

and fundamental rights, as well as the fight against corruption, across EU Member States. Its 

sessions are meant to collect first-hand testimonies and engage national authorities in a fruitful 

dialogue with the Group. 

Methodology and format 

Based on information gathered during DRFMG sessions, and from a wide range of other 

sources, including answers to our queries by national governments and public bodies, DRFMG 

recommends specific actions to the LIBE Committee, such as meetings with stakeholders, 

hearings and missions, and makes suggestions for proposals for resolutions and reports. 

The outcome of each session and of the correspondence with national authorities of the 

monitoring exercise are now fully accessible and published on the LIBE DRFMG webpage 

LIBE Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group (DRFMG) | Subject 

files | Home | LIBE | Committees | European Parliament (europa.eu). This page is not just 

providing information on the activities of DRFMG, but it is bit by bit becoming a very rich 

public source on matters relating to democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights. 

The methodology and format of DRFMG, as they are gradually developing, allow for a long-

term perspective, detecting and analysing trends, rather than just reacting to incidents. 

Moreover, whereas the monitoring exercises of the Commission and the Council may be 

hampered by diplomatic considerations vis-à-vis national governments, and where for their 

scrutiny exercise they rely more heavily on formal data provided by the governments, DRFMG 

as a body of the European Parliament and made up of all political families, can report freely 

and critically where necessary. Despite the rigorous work methods and critical questioning by 

DRFMG, governments and public bodies have proven to be very cooperative and available to 

meet and answer questions, with some exceptions. 

The DRFMG is not a tribunal. It monitors and reports to LIBE. But monitoring and reporting, 

the physical presence of the Parliament in a Member State during visits, and the publication of 

relevant documents, do seem to have a positive impact, and contribute to rule of law reforms. 

Monitoring of a country or a topic should not be an end in itself. Therefore, we should also 

assess if and when a monitoring exercise can be scaled back or concluded. 

Reporting period June - October 2021 

This report covers meetings from 24 June 2021 to 28 October 2021 that included both horizontal 

sessions and country-dedicated sessions. 

Over this period, a wide variety of threats to DRF has been identified and monitored. In 

particular, horizontal sessions have been dedicated to: media freedom and the protection of 

journalism, the situation in the Member States as regards the disproportional use of the force 

by police as well as aspects linked to an Union of equality: Racism and discrimination, 

including rights of Roma, LGBTI people and disabled people. One exchange was dedicated to 

the annual rule of law report, to its methodology and scope and to possible ways forward. This 

represents also the start of a new annual cycle and leads to the assessment by the Parliament of 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe-democracy-rule-of-law-and-fundament/product-details/20190103CDT02662
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe-democracy-rule-of-law-and-fundament/product-details/20190103CDT02662


 

PE699.254v01-00 4/15 DT\1242401EN.docx 

EN 

the impact of this tool and of its coherence with other available tools in the field of the upholding 

Union values. 

During this four month reporting period a session was also dedicated to the situation in 

Slovakia, followed by a LIBE-DRFMG mission on 21-22 September.1 Building on online 

sessions during the previous reporting period, DRFMG also conducted country visit to Bulgaria 

(23 and 24 September)2 and to Slovenia (13-15 October).3 Reports of these missions are 

reflected in separate mission reports. 

A few general observations can be made, resulting from all monitoring exercises: 

The climate for journalists continues to deteriorate. Since DRFMG started its work in 2018, 

more journalists have been killed in the EU, of which two in 2021 alone: Giorgos Karaivaz and 

Peter R. de Vries. The DRFMG has followed up with letters to the competent ministers and has 

also organised a session dedicated to the situation in Greece. Harassment and intimidation of 

journalists is widespread in the EU, as journalists told MEPs repeatedly during meetings and 

visits of the DRMFG. But in some Member States, members of government, or even 

government leaders, are the source of hate speech and threats, rather than providing protection 

for journalists. It is urgent that the (European) Council addresses this matter not only in general 

terms, but also in concrete cases. 

In addition to hate speech and threats, SLAPPs are a growing threat to freedom of the media in 

several countries. The European Parliament recently voted an initiative report to counter 

SLAPPs. Another issue that has emerged in many of our meetings is the lack of transparency 

of ultimate beneficial ownership of media. In the interest of media pluralism, measures are 

needed to enhance the transparency of ultimate beneficial ownership in the media sector. 

In the course of our monitoring exercise, we heard frequent references to the heritage of the 

“communist past”, so as to justify certain measures. The notion of a "young democracy" was 

also raised to explain shortcomings in the rule of law. This is a very delicate matter, and one 

that should be approached with caution. But it underlines the need to uniformly apply the clear 

and common European rule of law standards. Moreover, threats to e.g. judicial independence 

and the application of EU law can be found across various Member States, although recent 

actions by the Polish government give rise to the greatest concern. 

The fight against corruption was also mentioned in various of our meetings and visits, as 

inherently linked to preserving democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights in the 

Member States. Corruption first of all leads to bad services for people and its dramatic 

consequences have been highlighted even more during the covid crisis. Moreover, corruption 

undermines trust in democratic institutions and creates dangerous situations for investigative 

journalists. As per its adopted work programme, the DRFMG will dedicate another session in 

2021 to the fight against corruption. 

                                                 
1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210922IPR13313/rule-of-law-in-slovakia-meps-carried-

out-a-monitoring-visit 
2 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210923IPR13429/rule-of-law-in-bulgaria-the-european-

parliament-delegation-visited 
3 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211011IPR14622/rule-of-law-in-slovenia-meps-

conclude-their-first-mission-to-the-country 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210922IPR13313/rule-of-law-in-slovakia-meps-carried-out-a-monitoring-visit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210922IPR13313/rule-of-law-in-slovakia-meps-carried-out-a-monitoring-visit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210923IPR13429/rule-of-law-in-bulgaria-the-european-parliament-delegation-visited
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210923IPR13429/rule-of-law-in-bulgaria-the-european-parliament-delegation-visited
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211011IPR14622/rule-of-law-in-slovenia-meps-conclude-their-first-mission-to-the-country
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211011IPR14622/rule-of-law-in-slovenia-meps-conclude-their-first-mission-to-the-country
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In various DRFMG sessions and visits, the measures taken in the context of the covid-19 

situation also continue to be raised as having an impact on democracy, rule of law and 

fundamental rights. For example, some of the measures have undermined the access of 

journalists to information, whereas other measures seem to have aggravated existing human 

rights challenges, such as the discrimination of Roma people. The DRFMG will shortly 

recommence a more intensive monitoring exercise of the covid-19 measures and their impacts 

on democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights, as per its 2021 work programme.4 

The state of democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights has topped the EU agenda over the 

past months. However, DRFMG sessions and visits also show that EU institutions do not always 

respond with the necessary rigour, comprehensiveness and rapidity. The annual monitoring 

exercise of the Commission in its Rule of Law report is a welcome step forward but still lacks 

certain elements that Parliament has called for in various resolutions since many years, such as 

a broader scope to encompass all values of Article 2 TEU and the involvement of independent 

experts. This has also been conveyed during the DRFMG session with Commissioner Reynders 

on the annual Rule of Law report. On occasion, our interlocutors expressed doubt as to whether 

Commission oversight is sufficiently thorough and deep, also as concerns anti-corruption 

policies and measures. DRFMG this year has also shared its findings with the Commission with 

a view to feeding into the Annual Rule of Law Report. It is encouraging that the Commission 

intends to accompany the Annual Rule of Law report with country-specific recommendations. 

More importantly, the Council and the European Council could devote more energy and 

urgency to the worrying trends of backsliding when it comes to democracy, rule of law and 

fundamental rights. As these values are the very basis of our Union, caring for them is a 

common responsibility for all EU institutions. 

Although DRFMG has come across many worrisome situations, it is encouraging and inspiring 

to witness the energy, courage and determination of many people and organisations to build a 

strong culture of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights, and to overcome 

shortcomings and threats. In some Member States, the reform process is well under way, thanks 

to their dedication and hard work. In countries like Malta and Slovakia the legacy of the past is 

still very present, and justice has still not been fully served. Over time, the full extent of 

corruption and crime has become visible. The problems are massive and deeply rooted. But the 

determination of some key personalities, both in government and civil society, to tackle the root 

cause and implement fundamental reforms, is equally strong. 

  

                                                 
4 The DRFMG has done a similar exercise in 2020, see Annex II, point A of this report. 
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I. Summary of meetings and relevant monitoring documents: 24 June 2021 - 28 October 

2021 

24 June 2021 - Exchange of views on the protection of journalism and safety of journalists 

in Greece 

Participating Members: 

Sophia IN ‘T VELD (Chair of the DRFMG), Roberta METSOLA (EPP), Elena YONCHEVA 

(S&D), Anna DONATH (Renew), Nicolaus FEST (ID), Sergey LAGODINSKY 

(Greens/EFA), Kostas ARVANITIS (LEFT). 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on the protection of journalism and safety 

of journalists in Greece. 

Members of the DRFMG exchanged with the Greek Minister of Citizen Protection, Michalis 

CHRISOCHOIDIS, Mimi TOUFEXI (Secretary General, Panhellenic Federation of Journalists' 

Union – PFJU), Tom GIBSON (EU Representative and Advocacy Manager, Committee to 

Protect Journalists) and Kostas VAXEVANIS, Journalist. 

Discussions revolved around the following topics: the murder of Giorgos KARAIVAZ, the state 

of play regarding the investigation of the case, threats faced by journalists in Greece, the 

protection offered by the police. Discussion also evolved around the question of the 

independence of media, concentration of media ownership, public and private disinformation 

campaigns, access to information, corruption, cooperation of national authorities with Europol, 

censorship in private and public media and SLAPPs. 

Concerns were raised by participants mainly as regards freedom of expression, the wide spread 

violence and harassment of journalists since few years and the proliferation of law suits against 

media actors. The importance of the protection of journalists by the police, of complaints being 

thoroughly investigated and the need for an independent mapping of public procurements, 

advertising and ownership of the media was also highlighted. 

Related documentation:  

 Reply of 28 April 2021 from the Greek Minister of Justice to DRFMG letter of 19 April 

2021 

 Letter to Prime Minister and Minister of Justice of Greece regarding Assassination of 

journalist Giorgos Karaivaz, 19 April 2021 

 Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of journalists 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/235546/Letter%20to%20Ms.%20Sophie%20in't%20Veld%20%20from%20H.E.%20Minister%20of%20Justice%20Konstantinos%20Tsiaras%2028.04.2021.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/235546/Letter%20to%20Ms.%20Sophie%20in't%20Veld%20%20from%20H.E.%20Minister%20of%20Justice%20Konstantinos%20Tsiaras%2028.04.2021.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/232764/Letter%20to%20Prime%20Minister%20and%20Minister%20of%20Justice%20of%20Greece_Assassination%20of%20journalist%20Giorgos%20Karaivaz.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/232764/Letter%20to%20Prime%20Minister%20and%20Minister%20of%20Justice%20of%20Greece_Assassination%20of%20journalist%20Giorgos%20Karaivaz.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/media-freedom
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1 July 2021 - Exchange of views on disproportional use of the force by police 

Participating Members: 

Sophia IN ‘T VELD (Chair of the DRFMG), Katarina BARLEY (S&D), Elena YONCHEVA 

(S&D), Anna DONATH (Renew), Nicolaus FEST (ID), Gwendoline DELBOS-CORFIELD 

(Greens/EFA), Sergey LAGODINSKY (Greens/EFA), Malin BJÖRK (The Left). 

 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on disproportional use of the force by 

police. Members of the Parliament exchanged with Jürgen EBNER (Deputy Executive 
Director of Europol, Governance Directorate), Mailis PUKONEN (Head of Operations, 

CEPOL), Sami NEVALA (Policy Coordinator, Research and Data Unit, FRA), Gerrit VAN DE 

KAMP (President of the European Police Union (EPU)) and Rym KHADHRAOUI (Amnesty 

International). 

Discussions revolved around the following topics: the excessive use of force by the police, the 

use of non-lethal weapons, rule of law, the trust in the police, cooperation between national 

authorities and Europol, the specificities of Europol and its role in fostering diversity, the 

missions of CEPOL, profiling, data sets and unconscious bias, racism, experience of stops from 

minority groups, the responsibility of the police, trainings of police officers, attacks faced by 

the police. 

It was underlined the importance of diversity in national police, of specialised training, of police 

actions to be strictly based on the rule of law and give full respect of the fundamental rights of 

each individual citizen, of thorough investigations into cases of racism or discrimination. As an 

overall important element, it was noted that any intervention of the police should be always 

necessary, proportional, and aiming at reestablishing public order with non-violent means being 

prioritized before any resorting to the use of force. 

Related documentation:  

 Research evidence collected by the Fundamental Rights Agency concerning police 

stops 

15 July 2021 - Exchange of views on the situation in Slovakia 

Participating Members: 

Sophie IN ‘T VELD (DRFMG Chair), Roberta METSOLA (PPE), Katarina BARLEY (S&D), 

Anna DONATH (Renew), Gwendoline DELBOS-CORFIELD (Greens/EFA), Sergey 

LAGODINSKY (Greens/EFA), Malin Björk (Left), Elena YONCHEVA (S&D) 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on the situation in Slovakia in relation to 

Democracy, Rule of law and Fundamental rights, and more particularly regarding Media 

freedom and pluralism. 

Members of the DRFMG first exchanged with Eduard HEGER, the Prime Minister of the 

Slovak Republic and then with Mária KOLIKOVA, the Minister of Justice who further detailed 

the ongoing reform of the judiciary system. 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2021/fundamental-rights-survey-police-stops
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2021/fundamental-rights-survey-police-stops


 

PE699.254v01-00 8/15 DT\1242401EN.docx 

EN 

Discussions revolved around the following topics : the situation as regards the independence of 

the judiciary and the related reforms in the country, the specific issue of the office of the Special 

Prosecutor, the cooperation with the European Commission and the Venice Commission as part 

of the reforms of the judiciary system, the situation of media freedom and ownership landscape, 

media pluralism, safety of journalists and the related reforms, the fight against corruption and 

especially the measures to prevent the misuse of EU funds. 

Related documentation:  

 Briefing for the DRFMG on the proposed judicial reform and the new court map in 

Slovakia, February 2021  

 Briefing for the DRFMG on Milan Lucansky, January 2021  

 Questions of DRFMG Members to Slovak authorities, 19 February 2021  

 Answers of the Slovak Republic to the questions of the DRFMG  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 15 July 2021  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 5 February 2021  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 27 November 2020  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 25 June 2020  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 2 April 2020  

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 16 January 2020  

1 September 2021 - Protection of journalists and media freedom in the European Union 

Participating Members: 

Sophie IN‘T VELD (DRFMG Chair), Gwendoline DELBOS-CORFIELD (Verts/ALE), Elena 

YONCHEVA (S&D), Kostas ARVANITIS (Left), Vladimir BILCIK (EPP) 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on the protection of journalists and 

media freedom in the European Union. 

Members of the DRFMG exchanged with the Head of Unit of the Audiovisual and Media 

Services at the European Commission’s Directorate General for Communications, Networks, 

Content and Technology, Anna HEROLD, Linda RAVO, a Senior Advocacy Consultant at the 

Civil Liberties Union for Europe, Tom GIBSON, the EU Representative and Avocacy Manager 

at the Committee to Protect Journalists and Stefan DOJCINOVIC, Regional Editor at the 

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project. 

Discussions revolved around the following topics: media ownership, media pluralism, 

standards for governance of public service media, access to information SLAPPs and 

governmental abuses of the GDPR, attacks on online freedom of expression, regulation of the 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/235544/DRFMG%20briefing%20on%20Justice%20system%20reform%20in%20Slovakia.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/235544/DRFMG%20briefing%20on%20Justice%20system%20reform%20in%20Slovakia.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/235545/DRFMG%20Briefing%20on%20Milan%20Lucansky.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/230684/DFRMG%2005.02.2021%20-%20Follow-up%20questions%20to%20SK%20authorities.docx
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/231451/Navrh_odpovede_DRFMG_additional_questions_-_SK_replies_final%20(2).pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/242536/Draft_Agenda%20DRFMG_15July2021.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233325/DRFMG%205%20February%202021%20-%20draft%20agenda_v2.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233322/DRFMG%20meeting%2027%20November%202020_Draft%20agenda_Revised.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233324/DRFMG%20-%20meeting%2025%20June%202020%20-%20draft%20agenda.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233326/DRFMG%20-%20meeting%202%20April%202020%20-%20draft%20agenda.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/233323/DRFMG%20-%20Draft%20agenda%2016.01.20_rev.pdf
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online space and platforms’ responsibilities, and data collection on impunity and vulnerabilities. 

In the exchange it was underlined that media freedom is under threat in a context of intentionally 

and a progressively weakening of democracy and rule of law frameworks. The COVID-19 

pandemic aggravated the situation in a number of Member States, where legislative intervention 

led to censorship. As concerning factors were noted the increasing violence against journalists, 

especially towards women, the threats to freedom expression online and offline, the 

disinformation campaigns, the use of legislation to restrict access to information. As 

recommendations the following were noted, among others, the need to give priority to a stronger 

monitoring of press freedom and to accountability; to support media pluralism through 

increasing transparency and funding; to provide stronger assistance to journalists; the need for 

standards for governance of public service media and journalistic standards, alongside with 

financial support for cross-border investigative journalists; the need for clear country-specific 

recommendations in the Commission’s new annual rule of law reports as regards media 

freedom. 

30 September 2021 - A Union of equality: Racism and discrimination, including rights of 

Roma, LGBTI people and disabled people 

Participating Members: 

Sophie IN ‘T VELD (DRFMG Chair), Vladimir BILCIK (PPE) 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on equality in the European Union, and 

more particularly regarding racism and discrimination, including rights of Roma, LGBTI 

people and disabled people. 

Members of the DRFMG exchanged with Silvan AGIUS, Expert on Equality at the Cabinet of 

Commissioner Dalli, Ioannis DIMITRAKOPOULOS, Scientific Adviser at the EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights, Juliana SANTOS WAHLGREN, Acting Director at the European 

Network Against Racism, Catherine NAUGHTON, Director at the European Disability Forum, 

Evelyne PARADIS, Executive Director at ILGA-Europe and Jamen Gabriela HRABANOVA, 

Director at the European Roma Grassroots Organisations Network 

Discussions revolved around the following topics: the impact of COVID-19 on different 

specific vulnerable groups (Roma people, disabled people and LGBTIQ people), the ongoing 

legislative proposals and initiatives, and their potential impact, the use of recovery and 

resilience plans and funding in general as leverage for the respect and the furthering of 

antidiscrimination progress. 

In the exchange, it was underlined the need for a robust policy framework to address racism 

and to mainstream the EU action plan against racism into policies, the need to set-up of a 

disability platform to strengthen the strategy implementation and step up the cooperation with 

Member States and the need to advance on the proposal on parenting as a key moment for 

LGBTIQ people. Given the fact that the pandemic further stressed discriminations towards 

Roma, there is a need for tailor-made national action plans. Overall little progress has been 

achieved in combatting discrimination and it was reminded about the state of play of the 

horizontal anti-discrimination directive, which has been blocked since 2008. As a concerning 

factor was also underlined a trend of systematic and systemic violations targeting LGBTIQ 

people, with increased hate speech and scapegoating in several Member states with concerns as 
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regards the rule of law upholding. The importance of including aspects linked to discrimination 

into the Rule of Law annual report was also highlighted in this context. 

28 October 2021 - Exchange of views on the 2021 Annual Rule of Law Report 

Participating Members: 

Sophie IN ‘T VELD (DRFMG Chair), Vladimir BILCIK (EPP), Anna DONATH (Renew), 

Malin Björk (Left), Elena YONCHEVA (S&D), Beata KEMPA (ECR). 

The meeting was dedicated to an exchange of views on the second Annual Rule of Law Report. 

Members of the DRFMG firstly exchanged with Didier REYNDERS, the European 

Commissioner for Justice and Laurent PECH, co-author with Prof. Petra Bard of the ongoing 

study commissioned by the Parliament’s Policy Department C on “The Commission’s 2021 

Rule of Law report and the EU monitoring and enforcement of Article 2 TEU values”. An 

exchange with Gašper DOVZAN, State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Slovenia 

followed this first exchange. 

Discussions revolved around the following topics: the 2021 Rule of Law report from the 

European Commission, the different ways of improving its methodology, the integration of the 

Rule of Law report with the other rule of law mechanisms and tools, the scope of the Rule of 

Law report and its relation with several areas (the space for civil society, situation of the media 

and protection of fundamental rights), the primacy of EU law, the specificities of the situation 

in Poland and Hungary compared to other Member States, the current and potential forms of 

inter-institutional dialogue regarding rule of law. The Slovenian Presidency also presented its 

main actions as regards upholding the Rule of law, including dialogue with Member States and 

hearings in the framework of the Article 7 (1) TEU procedure. 

 Draft agenda of the meeting and link to the webstreaming  

 2021 Rule of law report 

 2021 Rule of law report - Country chapters 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe-democracy-rule-of-law-and-fundament/product-details/20190103CDT02662
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/libe-democracy-rule-of-law-and-fundamental-rights-monitoring-group-drfmg_20211028-1115-COMMITTEE-LIBE_vd
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism/2021-rule-law-report_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism/2021-rule-law-report/2021-rule-law-report-communication-and-country-chapters_en
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II. Other relevant documentation related to DRFMG monitoring activities: 

A- Impact of COVID-19 related measures on the state of democracy, the rule of law and 

fundamental rights 

 Texts adopted - The impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, the rule of law and 

fundamental rights - Friday, 13 November 2020 (europa.eu) 

 Interim report Venice Commission of 8 October 2020 on the measures taken in the EU 

Member States as a result of the COVID-19 crisis and their impact on democracy, the 

rule of law and fundamental rights, following the request by its President to the 

Venice Commission of 1 July 2020, following the proposal of the Committee on Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

 The Impact of Coronavirus Measures on Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental 

Rights in the EU – Overview prepared by Policy Department, Part 1, April 2020 to 

March 2021 

 The Impact of Coronavirus Measures on Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental 

Rights in the EU – Overview prepared by Policy Department, Part 2, from March 

2021. 

 

B- The status of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights in other Member 

States  

The situation in Malta and in Slovakia 

 European Parliament resolution of 28 March 2019 on the situation of the rule of law 

and the fight against corruption in the EU, specifically in Malta and Slovakia 

(2018/2965(RSP))  

 LIBE mission to Malta and Slovakia - 17-20 September 2018 - mission report 

 Hearing on Rule of Law and Safety of Journalists, 11 July 2018 

 Collection of multimedia items relevant to the topic 

 Extracts from the vote & statement by the Rapporteur 

 Press release on the launch of the EP Caruana Galizia price for journalism 

The situation in Slovakia 

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 15 July 2021 

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 25 June 2020 (PDF - 282 KB) 

 Agenda of the DRFMG meeting of 2 April 2020 (PDF - 403 KB)

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0307_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0307_EN.html
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2020)018-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2020)018-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2020)018-e
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