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Follow-up questions to Bulgarian authorities  
 

 

Questions 

 

Bulgarian Prime Minister and Minister of Justice 

 

1. Please provide information about the high-level arrests of former and current Bulgarian officials, 

including the former Prime Minister, about the process, which led to them, the role of EPPO, and 

planned further steps with respect to the investigations and judiciary proceedings. 

 

2. Has the government of Bulgaria made an assessment on how the closure of the Specialized Criminal 

Court and the Specialised Prosecutor’s Office will impact on the fight against organized crime and 

high-level corruption? 

 

3. What will be the impact of closure of the Specialised Criminal Court and Prosecutor’s Office on 

ongoing cooperation with EU agencies and other bodies such as the European Public Prosecutor's 

Office or Permanent Conference of Organized Crime Prosecutors?  

 

4. Has the government exchanged views on the plan to close Specialized Criminal Court and the 

Specialised Prosecutor’s Office with the European Commission? 

 

5. Does the government plan to set up new institutions and mechanisms dedicated to fight against 

corruption and organised crime?  

 

6. For all future judicial reforms undertaken, will the government commit to always request the opinion 

of the Venice Commission? 

 

 

Bulgarian authorities/ Prosecutor General 

 

7. During the DRFMG hearing on Bulgaria in January 2022 the Prosecution presented some limited 

updates on several high-profile cases, including the so called Barcelona gate and the Golden Bar 

case. Several days later, there were publications in the Bulgarian media that the Spanish authorities 

have presented additional information on the investigation performed at the territory of Spain. In 

light of this, could you please specify how many European Investigation Orders have been sent by 

the Bulgarian Prosecution to the Spanish authorities, on which dates and what is the state of play of 

their execution? Are there other European Investigation Orders that have been issued in relation to 
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this case and if yes, to which authorities they have been addressed? Was Eurojust involved in the 

process of collecting evidence under the European Investigation Warrants or any other EU 

instrument? 

 

8. On 16 March 2022 the European Prosecution Office has announced that there are currently more 

than 120 investigations launched in Bulgaria. Could you provide us with additional information 

about the level of cooperation between the EPPO and the Bulgarian Prosecution office? In addition 

to that could you provide us with updated information about the process of nomination of Bulgarian 

delegated prosecutors. Was the nomination procedure finalized? Are all delegated prosecutors 

appointed already?  

 

9. Regarding the recent news about investigations and arrests into the former Prime Minister and other 

high-level officials, could you provide information about the extent to which the Prosecutor 

General’s office has supported these steps? Can you explain why these actions only ensued after the 

apparent involvement of the EPPO? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


