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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

To begin with, I would like to express my strong support to the Ukrainian people.
Rest assured that we, as TRAN Committee, will do all we can do to help.

The past month has been intense for the TRAN Committee, voting on the draft
recommendation for the second reading on the directive on the use of vehicles
hired without drivers and adopting two opinions related to the Fit for 55
package, namely on the land use, forestry and agriculture sector (LULUCF) and
on energy efficiency.

We were pleased to welcome two Commissioners this month in our Committee. In the framework of the annual Structured
Dialogue, Ms Vălean, Commissioner for Transport, discussed the current Commission’s Work Programme and future
priorities. She announced upcoming proposals to foster multimodal digital mobility services, a Maritime Safety Package, an
action plan on road safety. Mr Breton, Commissioner for the Internal Market in charge of tourism, presented the Policy
Report on “Transition Pathway for tourism” that aims to consolidate the efforts of the industry to overcome the crisis and
to achieve the twin transition.

Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) and military mobility were also central and extensively discussed during a public
hearing with experts and an exchange of views with the Commission, the European External Action Service and European
Defence Agency. The implementation of the TEN-T is necessary to eliminate cross border bottlenecks and tackle the issues
of fragmented networks. TEN-T also needs to be more resilient and integrate military mobility in the network infrastructure
for all transport modes.

In this edition...
Meeting on 3 March 2022
 Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage

of goods by road
 Ensuring a level playing field for sustainable air

transport
 Restructuring the Union framework for the taxation

of energy products and electricity (recast)

Meeting of 14-15 March 2022
 Amending Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European

Parliament and of the Council, Regulation (EU)
2018/1999 of the European Parliament and of the
Council and Directive 98/70/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council as regards the

promotion of energy from renewable sources, and
repealing Council Directive (EU) 2015/652

 Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, and
repealing Directive 2014/94/EU of the European
Parliament and of the Council

 Exchange of views with Nicolae Stefanuta, Committee
on Budgets Rapporteur for the General budget 2023

 Exchange of views with Mr Patrick Ky, Executive
Director of the European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA), on the EASA report on the
implementation of Article 89 of Regulation (EU)
2018/1139 on “Interdependencies between civil
aviation safety and socioeconomic factors"
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 Structured dialogue with Thierry Breton,
Commissioner for the Internal Market, on the
“Transition Pathway for tourism”

 Public hearing Making the TEN-T fit for European
mobility in 2030 and beyond

 Exchange of views with Adina Vălean, Commissioner
for Transport on the Structured Dialogue

 Exchange of views with Josef Doppelbauer, Executive
Director of the European Railway Agency (ERA)

Joint TRAN-CONT-REGI meeting on 15 March
2022
 Presentation of the ECA Review 5/2021: The EU

framework for large transport infrastructure

Meeting of 31 March 2022
 Amending Regulations (EU) 2018/841 as regards the

scope, simplifying the compliance rules, setting out
the targets of the Member States for 2030 and
committing to the collective achievement of climate
neutrality by 2035 in the land use, forestry and

agriculture sector, and (EU) 2018/1999 as regards
improvement in monitoring, reporting, tracking of
progress and review

 Exchange of views with the Commission, EEAS and
EDA on updating TEN-T and CEF resilience objectives

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/953 on a framework
for the issuance, verification and acceptance of
interoperable COVID-19 vaccination, test and
recovery certificates (EU Digital COVID Certificate) to
facilitate free movement during the COVID-19
pandemic

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/954 on a framework
for the issuance, verification and acceptance of
interoperable COVID-19 vaccination, test and
recovery certificates (EU Digital COVID Certificate)
with regard to third-country nationals legally staying
or residing in the territories of Member States during
the COVID-19 pandemic

 Implementation of the Updated New Industrial
Strategy for Europe: aligning spending to policy

Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the
carriage of goods by road
Vote on draft recommendation for second reading
o Rapporteur: Cláudia MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR (PPE)
o Vote in Plenary: tbc

Results of the vote: 40 in favour, 4 against,
4 abstentions.

Amending Regulations (EU) 2018/841 as
regards the scope, simplifying the
compliance rules, setting out the targets of
the Member States for 2030 and committing
to the collective achievement of climate
neutrality by 2035 in the land use, forestry
and agriculture sector, and (EU) 2018/1999
as regards improvement in monitoring,
reporting, tracking of progress and review
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Andris AMERIKS (S&D)
o Vote in the main committee (ENVI): 28 April 2022

Result of the vote: 34 in favour, 5 against,
10 abstentions.

Energy efficiency (recast)
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Tom BERENDSEN (PPE)
o Vote in the main committee (ITRE): tbc

Result of the vote: 47 in favour, 2 against, 0
abstentions.

Ensuring a level playing field for sustainable
air transport
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Søren GADE (Renew)
o Vote in TRAN: June 2022

The Rapporteur, Mr Gade (Renew), presented his draft
report on RefuelEU Aviation, which is one of the 3 “Fit
for 55”-proposals for which TRAN is responsible. The
proposal aims at boosting the production and uptake
of Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF). The Rapporteur
indicated that broadly speaking he supports the
Commission proposal. He nevertheless tried to
improve the text by introducing a flexibility mechanism
as a transitional measure to ensure a more efficient
distribution of SAF, by seeking to compensate airlines
for the use of more expensive SAF via the EU ETS
system in order to address the risk of carbon leakage,
by including hydrogen and electricity as possible SAF in
order to be technology neutral and by further
stimulating the production of e-fuels. Other issues that
were raised in the debate were the precise definition
of SAF and whether that should include more biofuels,
what the exact level of ambition should be and how
that corresponds to the availability of raw material and
production capacity, what further incentives could be
taken to drive up the production of SAF within the EU,
how to allow for a more efficient distribution of SAF
among airports in the EU while avoiding distortion of
competition, how ensure technology neutrality but
also to incentivise promising technologies, how to
address possible carbon leakage and how to avoid
possible fraud or double counting.
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Deployment of alternative fuels
infrastructure, and repealing Directive
2014/94/EU of the European Parliament and
of the Council
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Ismail ERTUG (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: July 2022

In the TRAN Committee meeting on 14 March, the
Rapporteur presented his draft report on deployment
of alternative fuels infrastructure. He supports the
Commission’s proposal to turn the current Directive
into a Regulation. As regards electric charging for Light-
Duty Vehicles, the Rapporteur proposes to strengthen
the fleet-based target through a higher minimum
power output per vehicle, in combination with a
frontloading to create trust in the market from the
beginning, and a digression over time to avoid
overcapacity. In addition, he proposes specific
minimum targets for recharging infrastructure at
Member State level by 2025, 2027 and 2030. In his
draft report, distance-based targets should apply not
only to the TEN-T core network, but also to the
comprehensive network already from 2025. Shadow
rapporteurs expressed general support for the
direction and ambition taken in the draft report.

Restructuring the Union framework for the
taxation of energy products and electricity
(recast)
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: May 2022

The Rapporteur, Ms Grapini, presented her opinion on
the recast of the Energy Taxation Directive (ETD),
highlighting its important role in the area of climate
policy and in ensuring the proper functioning of the
Internal Market. Ms Grapini welcomes the EC’s
initiative and the objective to increase EU climate
ambition, recalling the necessity to set up the
alternative fuel infrastructures and produce less
pollutant vehicles as preconditions of revising taxation.
She supported the measure to no longer fully exempt
kerosene used as fuel in aviation and heavy oil used in
maritime for intra EU voyages.

Shadow Rapporteurs thanked Ms Grapini and most of
them expressed an overall support for the objectives
of the proposal, agreeing on the internalisation of

external costs as well as stressing the need to avoid
overlapping taxation in the transport sector. In this
regard, some of them called for a total de-taxation of
electricity and decreasing of taxation rate for
transitional fuels, such as LNG. Members generally
agreed not to overburden transport operators and
proposed to invest the revenues from taxation into
helping the transition of the sector.

The Commission expressed the need to align the ETD
with the other files of the Fit for 55 package and
underlined that the objective of the ETD Recast is to
contribute to the use of more environmentally friendly
products.

Amending Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the
European Parliament and of the Council,
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the European
Parliament and of the Council and Directive
98/70/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council as regards the promotion of
energy from renewable sources, and
repealing Council Directive (EU) 2015/652
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Barbara THALER (PPE)
o Vote in TRAN: April 2022

The Rapporteur, Ms Thaler, presented the draft
opinion on the revision of the Renewable Energy
Directive (RED II), highlighting the ambition to increase
the share of renewable energy to 40% by 2030. The
Rapporteur stressed the need to maintain affordability
and reliability of the energy sector, while decreasing
the carbon footprint and the dependency on fossil
fuels; to adopt a technology neutral approach, thereby
fostering multiple types of energy carriers (from low
carbon fuel and gases to biofuels, e-fuels, and
renewable fuels of non-biological origin) in order to
accomplish gradual decarbonisation.

The Members agreed with Ms Thaler on the crucial role
of the RED revision in ensuring the EU energy security.
There was a lively discussion on technology neutrality,
RFNBOs and biofuels, as well as their applicability.

Finally, the Commission urged MEPs to keep the
ambition of the initial proposal, explained its position
on low carbon fuels, on sub-targets for advanced
biofuels and RFNBOs, on the cap for conventional
biofuels and other subjects.
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Implementation of the Updated New
Industrial Strategy for Europe: aligning
spending to policy
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Carlo FIDANZA (ECR)
o Vote in TRAN: June 2022

The Rapporteur, Mr Fidanza (ECR), presented the key
elements included in his project of draft opinion on
‘the implementation of the Industrial Strategy for
Europe’ such as the lack of specific funding for the
tourism industry, the importance of SMEs in the sector,
and the need to encourage training. He then called for
the tourism industry to be included in the EU data
strategy and for the development of multimodal
journey planning and ticketing through digital services.

In the following discussion, the Members thanked the
Rapporteur for his opinion. Most of them reminded
that the tourism industry has been severely impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic and re-called for dedicated
funds in the EU budget. Several members also
expressed the need to reindustrialise the EU and
accelerate the efforts to achieve the green and digital
transition.

Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/953 on a
framework for the issuance, verification and
acceptance of interoperable COVID-19
vaccination, test and recovery certificates
(EU Digital COVID Certificate) to facilitate
free movement during the COVID-19
pandemic
and
Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/954 on a
framework for the issuance, verification and
acceptance of interoperable COVID-19
vaccination, test and recovery certificates
(EU Digital COVID Certificate) with regard to
third-country nationals legally staying or
residing in the territories of Member States
during the COVID-19 pandemic
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: José Ramón BAUZÁ DÍAZ (Renew)
o Responsible: LIBE
o Vote in TRAN: April 2022

The Rapporteur, Mr Bauza Diaz, presented his opinions
on the revision of the Regulation on the EU Digital
COVID Certificate, as the current period of application

expires on 30 June 2022. He highlighted the need to
guarantee legal certainty and predictability for both
the citizens and the tourism industry, thereby avoiding
fragmentation and discrepancies between the EU
Member States’ national legislations, as well as
ensuring intra EU mobility. The Commission proposed
to extend this framework for 12 months. The
Rapporteur agrees with the need to uphold such
framework, in case the pandemic worsens again.
Nevertheless, he suggested implementing such
extension in two steps: first extending the framework
until 31 October 2022 and then delegating the powers
to the Commission for another extension of 4 month,
if necessary. Any extension should be limited so as the
Parliament would send a clear message to the Council
and the Member States for the need to return to full
normality as soon as possible.

© European Union 2022 – EP/photographer

In the following debate, most Shadow Rapporteurs
supported the Rapporteur’s opinion. Moreover, they
expressed concerns about two issues: the period of
validity of the digital pass and the list of vaccines
approved by the EMA. Particularly, some of them
called for an extension of the Regulation of at least one
year, and rather avoiding a further intervention of the
Commission in the next months.

Finally, the Commission underscored the necessity to
be prepared for new restrictions and to guarantee one
year of legal certainty in case the situation worsens. As
to the acceptance of vaccines, the Commission advised
to rely on the expertise of the EMA.
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Exchange of views with Nicolae Stefanuta,
Committee on Budgets Rapporteur for the
General budget 2023

The rapporteur, Mr Stefanuta, presented his approach
and priorities for the General Budget 2023 by
highlighting the main priorities reflected in the
guidelines such as rapid economic recovery from the
pandemic, acceleration of the green and digital
transition, promotion and support of rule of law, the
European Year of Youth and connectivity. The
rapporteur emphasized the challenges lying ahead,
such as the gap between available funds and delays in
implementation of Cohesion Funds for 2021 causing,
delays in the TEN-T deployment, as well as the
humanitarian and financial consequences of the
Russian invasion in Ukraine on the short, medium and
long term.

Members supported the Rapporteur’s views and
highlighted the need to adjust EU priorities to the new
geopolitical context. MEPs stressed the necessity to
reinforce financial resources of the Connectivity
Europe Facility (CEF) in order to finalize the TEN-T
network, thereby improving dual (civilian and military)
mobility and reducing inequalities within the EU;
emphasised the importance of increasing the funding
of the European Railway Agency with the aim of
creating an effective EU rail network and fostering the
multimodal shift; underlined funding of projects
related to the social protection and working conditions
of transport workers as well as support for SMEs in the
tourism sector in order to recover from the COVID 19
pandemic.

EASA report on the implementation of Article
89 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 on
“Interdependencies between civil aviation
safety and socioeconomic factors"
Exchange of views with Mr Patrick Ky, Executive
Director of the European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA)

Mr Ky presented the report on interdependencies
between socio-economic factors and aviation safety,
which EASA is obliged to publish every three years,
according to Article 89 of Basic Regulation. It focused
mainly on employment and working conditions, health
and lifestyle and education, as well as potential impact
of COVID-19 crisis on aviation safety. He reserved his

last few slides to give the Committee Members an
update on the situation in Ukraine and its impact on
aviation in Europe.

Reactions from the floor to the report varied widely
according to the political spectrum. Some groups
welcomed the findings of the report, especially the fact
that it showed no correlation between different types
of employment contracts and aviation safety. Others,
on the other hand, were not fully satisfied with the
results, suggesting a lot of evidence pointing to the
contrary. Some went even as far as to question overall
system of occurrence reporting put in place by EASA as
well as the Agency's methodology of data collection.
Mr Ky reassured the MEPs that EASA had a very strong
reporting system, which showed no deficiencies in
safety standards in Europe, despite multitude of
varying working contracts and arrangements, including
pay to fly.

Structured dialogue with Thierry Breton,
Commissioner for the Internal Market, on the
“Transition Pathway for tourism”

Mr Breton, Commissioner for the Internal Market,
presented to the TRAN Committee, in the context of
the structured dialogue between the Institutions, the
Policy Report on “Transition Pathway for tourism”
published by the Commission on 4 February. The
Commissioner started his presentation by addressing
the issue of the war in Ukraine, maintaining that it will
have long-term consequences on the future of the
Union as well as on the tourism ecosystem.
Furthermore, Mr Breton recalled that the Transition
Pathway for tourism is the result of an extensive co-
creation process, which involved the industry, social
partners, and public authorities across the whole
Union. Concerning the implementation of these
measures, Mr Breton announced that the Commission
has launched an online survey, which aims to bring
together the commitments of different stakeholders in
order to consolidate the efforts of the industry and the
twin transition of the sector. He also stressed the
important role of the European Parliament and the
TRAN Tourism Task Force in supporting this process
and in encouraging regions, industry, and other
stakeholders to commit to concrete actions.

In the ensuing debate, the MEPs stressed the
importance of the document in further pushing the
role of EU institutions in tourism policies but expressed



Committee on Transport and Tourism

6/9

concerns about the potential negative impact of the fit
for 55 package on the tourism sector. The green
transition together with the COVID-19 pandemic could
hinder the economic recovery of the tourism value
chain, especially in the outermost regions. Hence, they
highlighted the need to create capacity building for
companies and an efficient and accessible system to
accede information related to EU projects with the aim
to enhance the resilience of SMEs. Furthermore,
Members raised other crucial issues such as gender
equality in the industry, the concrete measures to
reduce the wage gap, the accessibility of tourist
services for more vulnerable people, as well as the
need to improve citizens’ digital skills together with the
non-digital communication campaigns. Finally, they
asked clarifications on the problem of short haul
flights, the issue of travel reimbursement in the
context of EU261 compensation, and the Commission
strategy to address the consequences of the Ukrainian
conflict.

While the Commissioner underlined the difficult task
of facing one crisis after another, he also expressed
confidence, relying on the resilience of the tourism
sector. Concerning the green transition, he supported
the full implementation of the package, also
mentioning the genuine bottom-up demand for
sustainable tourism practices. Moreover, on the social
dimension of tourism, Mr Breton stressed the
necessity to ensure the security for women,
emphasising the crucial role of public tourism
organisation to lead by example in employing fair
employment practices. On services accessibility, the
Commissioner underlined the need to improve
inclusiveness also in terms of communication
campaigns. In conclusion, on the issues of short haul
flights and reimbursement Mr Breton assured the
commitment of the Commission, especially of the
Commissioner for Transport, Ms Adina Vălean.

Making the TEN-T fit for European mobility in
2030 and beyond
Public hearing

Mr Cox, European Coordinator for the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean Trans-European transport network
(TEN-T) corridor opened the debate with a warm
welcoming of the proposal for a new TEN-T Regulation
allowing for more efficient and sustainable transport
services through reinforced monitoring, management
tools and quality standards. Ms Kerdjoudj-Belkaid,

Secretary General of the Federation of European
Private Port Companies and Terminals, highlighted the
need for clarity of terminology, an enhanced role of
terminals in the governance of the core network
corridors, a promotion of combined transport and the
need to avoid irrelevant technical requirements for last
mile connections. Ms Iommazzo, from the Italian
Railway network (RFI) discussed the key elements to
speed-up the ERTMS deployment, such as
decommissioning the national legacy systems and
starting the progressive upgrade to a Dual Onboard
Strategy (ERTMS + Class B), financial incentives,
cooperation between infrastructure managers and rail
operators and simplification of the approval
procedures. Mr Berzi, from the Office of the
Commissioner of the Spanish Government for the
Mediterranean Corridor, underlined the importance of
cross-border sectors of TEN-T Network to promote
seamless rail transport for passengers and freight.
However, many obstacles arise such as the lack of
priority for cross-border slot and capacity and the
inadequate time schedule and high cost of rail services.
Ms Wood, Senior Advisor Finland Chamber of
Commerce emphasized that the differences of the
Member States need to be reflected in the new
regulation, taking as example Finland that is extremely
dependent on maritime transport. Mr Schuler, Director
of the International Commission for the Protection of
the Alps (CIPRA), explained the serious health impact
of rising freight transport by truck, namely via the
Brenner Pass, on the 14 million inhabitants of the Alps
who are suffering from the noise and the poor air
quality. He claimed that Train is the most energy-
efficient means of transport, also for goods. He
proposed as an alternative to Eurovignette Directive
the Alpine Transit Traffic Exchange system based on
limits with auctions on transport slots, integrating their
external costs.

In the ensuing debate, most MEPs shared their support
to the revision of the TEN-T and stressed the need for
a better coordination between the EU and the Member
States to tackle the issues of fragmented networks and
cross border bottlenecks. Members also highlighted
the lack of financial resources, the import role that
ports have to play and the need to make better use of
the existing infrastructure. In their replies, panelists
agreed on the need to reinforce EU powers on
governance in order to fully achieve the network, and
Mr Schuler insisted the need for the Alps to avoid an
increase of traffic.



TRAN Newsletter of March 2022

7/9

Exchange of views with Adina Vălean,
Commissioner for Transport on the
Structured Dialogue

Commissioner Vălean connected for the annual
Structured Dialogue, which is about the
implementation of the current Commission’s Work
Programme and priorities for next year’s one. The
debate took turn to discuss the events in Ukraine and
the repercussions that this has on the transport sector.
The Commissioner indicated how the transport sector
is involved in the sanctions, as well as in the
humanitarian efforts. She also highlighted how the
European economy and the transport sector will be
impacted by the war and its consequences and the
importance of making the EU less dependent on
Russian gaz. In this respect, she also indicated that the
Commission is accelerating its work in connection to
military mobility. Concerning the Commission Work
programme, Ms Vălean announced upcoming
proposals to foster multimodal digital mobility
services, a Maritime Safety Package including
legislative proposals on Flag State control, Port State
control and accident investigation, and an action plan
on road safety, including a revision of the Driving
Licence Directive and of the Directive on cross-border
traffic offences. Finally, regarding the 2023 Work
Programme, the Commission is considering proposals
to improve the rail freight transport, intermodality,
aviation, passengers’ rights and crisis preparedness.

In the following debate, many MEPs took the floor,
raising a wide number of topics, including the
importance of military mobility, the effect of rising
energy and transport prices, further sanctions to
Russian transport companies and hubs, the need for
better coordination of transport activities linked to
humanitarian aid, the situation of stranded transport
equipment and workers due to the Ukrainian crisis, the
importance of better cross-border transport links,
multimodal ticketing, the negotiations on the Single
European Sky, and the Airport Slots Regulation.

Exchange of views with Josef Doppelbauer,
Executive Director of the European Railway
Agency (ERA)

Executive Director of the European Railway Agency
(ERA), Mr Doppelbauer presented the current situation
and the future challenges of the ERA.

As a European authority, ERA pursues the objective of
harmonizing the single European railway area, both in
terms of technical and operational interoperability,
towards a sustainable and safe railway system without
frontiers. In addition, ERA promotes innovative digital
solutions and encourages the compatible evolution of
ERTMS, with the aim of considerably improving the
competitiveness of rail. However, since 2019, ERA’s
role increased faster than its budget.

Members generally supported the demand to increase
ERA’s budget in the next years and recalled the role of
rail to handle the refugee crisis, the need to further
harmonise standards, reduce cross-border
bottlenecks, make ERTMS fully interoperable and focus
on data interoperability to improve European traffic
and capacity planning.

Presentation of the ECA Review 5/2021: The
EU framework for large transport
infrastructure
Presentation by the European Court of Auditors
(Joint meeting with CONT and REGI)

The ECA representative, Ms Turtelboom, presented
the review, assessing different stages of projects from
the perspective of cost and time schedules. The main
finding was that most of the six EU co-funded projects
had a better cost performance than comparable
projects worldwide; however, most of the EU co-
funded projects experienced longer delays than the
other projects. The ECA representative suggested EU
to lean from third country practices related to
coordination, project selection, monitoring and ex post
evaluation processes. She also highlighted the most
important EU challenges, such as the need for a
stronger alignment between EU and national transport
strategies, better oversight of project planning and
implementation along the main transport corridors,
proper scrutiny of cost-benefit analyses, further
reduction of the administrative burden for project
promoters, stronger risk-based approach monitoring
EU co-funded projects, requirement for project
promoters to report on outcome indicators and
stakeholder acceptance and to focus on the outcomes
achieved rather than financial indicators or outputs.

The European Commission representative admitted
the value of international comparisons. Nevertheless,
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he emphasised different project implementation
conditions, e.g. EU projects, differently from the other
projects, were cross border. He stressed that, not all
good practice may be transposed to the EU context; at
the same time he assured of the Commission’s
commitment to complete the core network, a joint
effort with the Member States, by 2030. MEPs agreed
that international comparisons should be made with
caution, called to update the EU framework for
delivery of large infrastructure projects, not to limit the
scrutiny to financial indicators and include cost-benefit
analyses and systematic ex post evaluations. Some
MEPs expressed strong concern that the 2030 deadline
for the completion of the Core Network of the TEN-T
would not be met.

© European Union 2022 – EP/photographer

The European Commission explained the reason of
delays and stressed the elements to be taken into
account, e.g. non-alignment between EU and national
transport strategies and the need for greater
coordination, insufficient administrative capacities in
some Member States and lack of prioritisation that
causes dilution of human and financial resources.

Exchange of views with the Commission,
EEAS and EDA on updating TEN-T and CEF
resilience objectives

In his presentation, Mr Ruijters (Director DG MOVE)
gave the state of play and outlook for the TEN-T and
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). He started by
recalling that the funding available through CEF is EUR
1.7bn. He then detailed the work done for the dual use
of infrastructure and on the military requirements as
well as the results of the first CEF call.

Mr Ruutu (EDA’s Deputy Chief Executive) explained
that EDA’s activities and efforts on Military Mobility
within the framework of the Action Plan mainly consist
of two major programmes: the harmonisation of
military requirements related to customs and the
Optimisation of Cross-Border Movement Permission
procedures in Europe. He then presented the
Coordinated Annual Review of Defence (CARD) which
provides a comprehensive picture of the European
defence landscape and recommendations.

Ms Balfoort (Director Security and Defence Policy at
EEAS) discussed military mobility within the framework
of the Strategic Compass on security and defence
adopted last week. She then presented the main points
that will be addressed in a revised Action Plan on
Military Mobility that will be presented by the end of
2022. These include digitalisation, land, sea and airlift
capacities and the resilience of the military transport
network.

Members stressed the urgency of accelerating and
intensifying actions to make the TEN-T more resilient
and integrate military mobility in the network
infrastructure for all transport modes. Members
expressed their concerns about the insufficient budget
available in the CEF (i.e. EUR 1.7bn) and called for new
funding instruments, e.g. a CEF 3.0, in order to speed-
up the completion of the TEN-T network, thereby
improving dual-use civilian and military mobility. Some
MEPs recalled the importance of actions on
cybersecurity to secure mobility. While acknowledging
new needs as regards military mobility, a number of
MEPs warned that aligning the TEN-T with the Green
Deal’s smart and sustainable mobility objective must
remain the overall top priority. Some Members
criticized a lack of transparency on the Commission’s
TEN-T actions related to military mobility.

All institutions answered that the available funds have
to be spent in an optimised manner and reiterated that
efforts to enhance military mobility through the TEN-T
are being intensified at EU level, building on the
established instruments and cooperation with the EU
Members States as well as with NATO. With a view to
the ongoing revision of the TEN-T Regulation, the
Commission called on the Committee to support the
proposed rules on sustainability and governance
mechanisms to strengthen coordination among
Member States.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Tuesday 19 April 16.15-18.45 and Wednesday 20 April 9.00-12.00

 Adoption of draft opinions on:
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/954 on a framework for the issuance, verification and

acceptance of interoperable COVID-19 vaccination, test and recovery certificates (EU Digital
COVID Certificate) with regard to third-country nationals legally staying or residing in the
territories of Member States during the COVID-19 pandemic

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2021/953 on a framework for the issuance, verification and
acceptance of interoperable COVID-19 vaccination, test and recovery certificates (EU Digital
COVID Certificate) to facilitate free movement during the COVID-19 pandemic

 Consideration of draft report on the Use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime
transport and amending Directive 2009/16/EC

 Consideration of draft opinion on Harmonised rules on Artificial Intelligence (Artificial
Intelligence Act) and amending certain Union Legislative Acts

 Consideration of amendments on:
 Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, and repealing Directive 2014/94/EU of the

European Parliament and of the Council
 Ensuring a level playing field for sustainable air transport
 Amending Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a system for greenhouse gas emission allowance

trading within the Union, Decision (EU) 2015/1814 concerning the establishment and
operation of a market stability reserve for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading scheme
and Regulation (EU) 2015/757

 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/842 on binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions
by Member States from 2021 to 2030 contributing to climate action to meet commitments
under the Paris Agreement

 Establishing a Social Climate Fund

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Meetings calendar 2022: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/246243/TRAN_Calendar_2022.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
French Presidency of the Council: https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/en/
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