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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
 

IMCO activities related to the Russian invasion of Ukraine 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine affected the EU single market on several levels and the 

modified IMCO priorities reflect this shift. On 17 March, IMCO held an exchange of views 

with Commissioner Breton on "Ensuring effective approaches to fighting propaganda on 

online platforms and the role of the DSA in the light of Russian aggression". IMCO 

Members had the opportunity to discuss the Commission’s actions in order to fight war 

propaganda and adapt the platforms' policies in view of the current situation.  

On 28 March, IMCO exchanged views with the Commission, BusinessEurope and BEUC  

on the state of play of the Single Market and its resilience. The Commission informed 

IMCO that it has set up a Supply Chain Task Force to monitor the supply chain disruptions 

(including transport, logistics, energy, and critical raw materials), so as to identify 

consequences and develop policy responses. The Committee will continue monitoring the 

situation and scrutinising the EC in this vital period.  

Structured dialogue - Commissioner Breton 

On 20 April, IMCO will hold an 

exchange of views with 

Commissioner Breton as part 

of the Structured Dialogue. 

The Commissioner is expected 

to outline efforts to 

strengthen the resilience of 

the Single Market and to 

boost investment in the green and digital transitions, in particular,  

in light of the recovery from the COVID-19 crisis and the war in 

Ukraine. In this context, the exchange of views will focus on the 

initiatives adopted since the beginning of the year, such as the Data 

Act and the package of European Green Deal proposals, including the 

sustainable products policy initiative, the revision of the Construction 

Products Regulation and the strategy for sustainable and circular 

textiles. The Single Market Emergency Instrument, Toy Safety and the 

Product Liability Directive could possibly figure among the upcoming 

legislative proposals for 2022. 

Structured dialogue - Commissioner Reynders 

IMCO will hold an exchange 

of views with Commissioner 

Reynders as part of the 

Structured Dialogue on 20 

April. Mr Reynders will 

update the Members on the 

priorities of EU consumer 

policy for the coming year,  

in light of the objectives set out in the New Consumer Agenda 

adopted in November 2020. The Commissioner will present the 

progress made on ongoing legislative files, such as the General 

Product Safety and the Consumer Credit Directives, as well as the 

Commission’s work on upcoming files, including on Distance 

Marketing of Consumer Financial Services and Right to Repair.  

The Commissioner will also take the opportunity to present  

the recently adopted initiative on “empowering consumers in the 

green transition”, which aims to enable consumers to take informed 

purchasing decisions and therefore contribute to more sustainable 

consumption. 
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
(20  &  21 APRIL 2022) 

 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Harmonisation of the laws of Member States on the 

making available on the market of radio equipment  

On 20 April, IMCO will vote on Mr Alex 

Agius Saliba´s report on the proposal 

for a common charger (USB Type-C 

receptacle). Based on the 217 

submitted amendments, the 

rapporteur drafted fourteen 

compromise amendments on the 

Articles and the Annex, which were discussed during the shadow and 

technical meetings. The eight draft compromises on the recitals were 

fine-tuned via written procedure. The rapporteur proposes to include 

more electronic devices in the scope, visual information for 

consumers (graphic and label), and unbundling of chargers before the 

sale of a product. With respect to wireless charging, the Commission 

shall adopt delegated acts by 31 December 2026. 

DRAFTSPERSON Alex Agius Saliba (S&D) 

Path to the digital decade - vote 

IMCO will vote on the 

opinion on the “Path to 

the Digital Decade” 

proposal (2021/0293 

(COD)) on 20 April. Based 

on the 209 amendments 

tabled, touching primarily 

on the overall objectives 

and concrete targets of 

the policy programme in order to set the direction for the Union’s 

digital transformation by 2030, the rapporteur drafted several 

compromise amendments, which have been negotiated between 

political groups. The draft compromises cover a large part of the draft 

Decision, focusing mainly on the general objectives, digital targets, 

and monitoring of progress in Member States. ITRE as the lead 

committee will vote on its report in May. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ivars Ijabs (RENEW) 

Anti-coercion  

At its next meeting on 20 

April IMCO will discuss its 

draft opinion on the anti-

coercion mechanism. 

Economic coercion refers 

to a situation where a third 

country seeks to pressure 

the Union or a Member 

State into making a 

particular policy choice by applying, or threatening to apply, 

measures affecting trade or investment against the Union or a 

Member State. The EU needs a tool to counter such measures and the 

proposed mechanism is supposed to prevent coercion from being 

applied on EU Member States. The opinion will help the lead 

Committee - INTA - prepare the position of Parliament. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Svenja Hahn (RENEW) 

AccessibleEU centre 

The Internal Market Committee 

will consider the draft own-

initiative report on the 

AccessibleEU Centre 

(2022/2013(INI)) at its meeting 

on 21 April. The draft report 

welcomes the Commission’s 

initiative to establish the 

AccessibleEU Centre, which aims to increase coherence in 

implementing harmonised accessibility policies, and to facilitate 

access to relevant knowledge and skills. At the same time, it also 

highlights the problems currently present in the particular domains of 

accessibility policies and thus sets out suggestions for the structure 

and mandate of the Centre, so that its objectives could be 

accomplished. The deadline for tabling amendments is 27 April 2022, 

noon. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Katrin Langensiepen (VERTS/ALE) 

Deforestation 

On 20 April, the IMCO 

Committee will hear a 

presentation of a draft 

opinion to the ENVI 

Committee’s report 

on the Deforestation 

Regulation proposal. 

The Commission’s 

proposal, adopted in 

November 2021, lays 

General Product Safety Regulation 

On 21 April, IMCO will consider the 

compromise amendments to the 

proposal for a Regulation on general 

product safety. The Rapporteur, 

drafted a set of compromise 

amendments focusing in particular on 

the safety requirements, the tasks of 

economic operators and online 

marketplaces, and the tools to 

enhance market surveillance, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS%20SALIBA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197624/IVARS_IJABS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197444/SVENJA_HAHN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197461/KATRIN_LANGENSIEPEN/home
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down new mandatory due diligence rules for the placing on the Union 

market of certain commodities and products linked to deforestation 

and forest degradation. This in order to curb EU-consumption of such 

products and halt global deforestation. The Rapporteur, in her draft 

opinion, welcomes the new rules and proposes to strengthen some 

aspects of the proposal, such as the due diligence obligations of 

operators and the rules on market surveillance and customs controls. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Anna Cavazzini (VERTS/ALE) 

 

information, and remedies regarding dangerous products. The overall 

aim is to adapt product safety rules to the market realities, the digital 

transition and new emerging risks and threats, and ensure that 

consumers enjoy the highest level of safety regardless of whether the 

product is coming from within the EU or a third country and whether 

it is bought online or offline. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dita Charanzová (Renew) 

Guidelines for the development of the trans-European 

transport network  

On 21 April, IMCO will consider the 

draft Opinion on the Guidelines for 

the development of the trans-

European transport network. The 

Rapporteur, focused on the need to 

achieve an efficient and well-

developed transport network to 

ensure the free movement of 

people and goods within the EU 

and the smooth functioning of the 

single market. As key elements for IMCO, the Rapporteur indicated 

targeted investments, more accessibility to all users, enhancing 

access to the network, granting connections for small and medium-

sized enterprises, in particular those located in peripheral production 

centres or in remote areas, and, in the light of the dramatic war in 

Ukraine, adapting the network to strengthen it also in terms of 

military and food security. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Salvatore De Meo (PPE) 

Upholding consumer rights when shopping outside the EU 

The IMCO Committee will 

hold a public hearing on 

"Upholding consumer 

rights when shopping 

outside the EU" on 20 April. 

The aim of this hearing is to 

provide an overview of the 

state of play of consumer 

rights in this context, such 

as pre-contractual 

information and protection against unfair practices and contract 

terms. Experts will provide an overview of the legal framework and 

the challenges consumers and sellers face when buying and selling 

goods from outside the Union. They will also provide an insight into 

the work of the Commission and national consumer protection 

authorities in order to ensure effective consumer protection. 

Artificial Intelligence 

On 11 May, the joint IMCO-LIBE Committee will consider the draft report on the Commission’s 

proposal for an Artificial Intelligence Act. The Act, considered a main pillar of the EU digital single 

market strategy, lays down harmonised rules on artificial intelligence aiming to ensure the proper 

functioning of the internal market and the free movement of AI-based goods and services cross-

border, while also safeguarding Union values and fundamental rights. The Joint Committee’s draft 

report is eagerly awaited by stakeholders and media. The deadline for amendments is set for 18 

May 2022. 

DRAFTSPERSONS: Brando Benifei (IMCO, S&D) 

                                 Dragos Tudorache (LIBE, RENEW) 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/86793/ANNA_CAVAZZINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124708/DITA_CHARANZOVA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/204333/SALVATORE_DE+MEO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124867/BRANDO_BENIFEI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197665/DRAGOS_TUDORACHE/home
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
( 1 6 - 1 7  &  2 8  M A R C H  2 0 2 2 )  

State of play of the Single Market and its resilience in light of the Russian aggression 

On 28 March, IMCO held an exchange of views with the Commission, represented by Deputy Director Maive Rute (DG Grow), Business Europe, 

represented by Director General Luisa Santos, and BEUC on the state of play of the Single Market and its resilience in light of Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine. Building on Rute’s description of the Single Market as the “life jacket” for European businesses, speakers and members discussed 

actions needed to strengthen its resilience, highlighting the importance of unity, increased supply chain independency, continued support for 

the green transition and empowerment of consumers in the face of disinformation and cyber risks. 

Structured dialogue - EVP Margrethe Vestager 

On 16 March, IMCO held an exchange of 

views with Margrethe Vestager. In light of 

the recent Russian invasion of Ukraine, 

both Ms Vestager and IMCO Members 

stressed the urgency of developing safe 

digital infrastructures, stop the 

distribution of disinformation and promote European values in the 

digital world. Discussions focused on the future enforcement of the 

DMA and DSA, the proposal for an AI Act, the protection and access 

to data in relation to the Data Act and the 2030 Digital Decade goals 

and actions. Members stressed the need for digitalisation, for EU 

regulation to genuinely safeguarding individual rights and for not 

creating barriers to digital innovation. 

Structured dialogue - Commissioner Paolo Gentiloni 

At its last meeting in March, IMCO held  

a Structured Dialogue session with Paolo 

Gentiloni. The current events related to the 

invasion of Ukraine by Russia and its knock-on 

effects on borders and on customs were 

tackled. The Commissioner also informed 

IMCO about the state of play of the 

implementation of the Customs Action Plan, 

and the legislative and non-legislative initiatives that it contains and 

which will shape the customs functions in the years to come, such as 

the reflection that is currently ongoing on the future of customs by 

the top-level Wise Persons Group.  

U P D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) 

The third trilogue on the DSA took place on 15 March 2022. The Rapporteur, Ms Christel Schaldemose, stressed 

that several important topics have been discussed, such as risk assessment and risk mitigation, online 

marketplaces, dark patterns and search engines. An explanatory debate took place on compensation for users of 

platforms in case of infringement, online advertising and recommender systems. During the fourth trilogue, which 

took place on 31 March, the discussion focused on enforcement, dark patterns, online advertising, recommender 

systems and SMEs exemption. The Rapporteur highlighted the good progress achieved at technical level and 

expressed optimism regarding the advancement of the negotiations. The next trilogue will likely take place on 22 April 2022. 

More information is available here. 

O T H E R  N E W S  

Next committee meetings: Monday, 16 May, 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45, Tuesday, 17 May, 09.30-11.30 , 11.30-12.30 (Coordinators), 

13.45-16.15, and 16.45-18.45 
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