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Afghanistan: Taliban announcement to extend the education ban for 
female students above the 6th grade 
 

The Chair of the EP Delegation for relations with Afghanistan, Petras 

Auštrevičius (Renew, LT) issued the following statement today: 

“We strongly denounce the Taliban announcement to further extend indefinitely the ban on female 

students above the 6th grade from returning to school. Education is a fundament right and Afghan girls 

must have the same right as all other girls. The European Parliament actively supports Afghan girls, and 

expresses solidarity with their efforts to regain their access to school.  

Despite the Taliban’s promises to preserve women’s freedoms, these freedoms have practically 

disappeared. Most girls are now excluded from attending educational facilities, and women cannot 

engage in professional activities.  

As representatives of European citizens, we reiterate the value of education. The EU is engaged in 

supporting the Afghan people and in implementing projects on the ground and believes that confrontation 

and provocation is a losing approach.  

We remind the EU that any engagement with the Taliban must be based upon conditions. We are 

convinced that Afghan women and girls must be at the centre of the EU's talks with the Taliban authorities. 

We reiterate our call to the EU and the international community to take concrete actions to prevent any 

further delay for all Afghan girls to regain access to schools. 

We stand by Afghan girls and urge the Taliban to refrain from any further actions aimed at limiting 

fundamental rights and freedom to women and girls. We therefore immediately urge the Taliban to lift 

such a ban”. 

 
 

Further information 

Profile of Petras Auštrevičius (Renew, LT) 
 
European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with Afghanistan (D-AF)  
 
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/hr/124766/PETRAS_AUSTREVICIUS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/hr/124766/PETRAS_AUSTREVICIUS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/hr/124766/PETRAS_AUSTREVICIUS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-af/documents/communiques
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en

