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 the Chair of the Delegation for relations with Belarus, MEP Juozas OLEKAS, 
and 

 the European Parliament's Standing Rapporteur on Belarus, MEP Petras 
AUŠTREVIČIUS 

 
on the persecution of trade unions' leaders and representatives in Belarus 
 
  
Brussels, 22 April 2022 – "We strongly condemn the latest crackdown on independent trade 
unions in Belarus, which has led to the arrest and detention of at least fourteen of their leaders 
and representatives in the past hours, including Aliaksandr Yarashuk, president of  
the Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions (BKDP); Siarhei Antusevich, its vice-
president; Aliaksandr Bukhvostau, president of Free Trade Union of Metal Workers (SPM); 
and Mikalaj Sharakh, president of Free Trade Union of Belarus (SPB).  

Although the accusations levelled against them have not been publicly disclosed yet, their 
arrest, as well as the search of their offices by KGB agents, occurred shortly after the 
Belarusian regime branded independent unions as 'extremist' organisations.  

These latest, outrageous developments demonstrate once again that all -out repression 
continues unabated in Belarus, as also illustrated by the recent arrest and detention of the 
editor of the independent Novy Chas newspaper, Aksana Kolb. 

Over the past years, the Belarusian regime has expanded its crackdown against any form  
of dissent into the realm of workers' rights, as the prosecution and dismissal of independent 
trade unions' members on far-fetched grounds has become standard practice, while workers 
are obliged to join tightly controlled official unions. 

We reiterate our call on the Belarusian regime to put an end to this confrontational spiral,  
to release immediately and unconditionally all the political prisoners – including trade unions' 
leaders and representatives – and to engage in a genuine dialogue with the democratic forces 
and civil society to find a way out of the current political crisis. We also urge the Belarusian 
authorities to ensure that the workers' rights and freedoms are fully respected,  in accordance 
with the ILO Conventions and Recommendations ratified by Belarus."  
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