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MINUTES
of the meeting of 22 March 2021, 16.45-18.45

Brussels

The meeting opened on Sunday 22 March 2021 at 16.48, with Javi López (Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ – PE624.863v01-00

The agenda was adopted, as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meetings

 Meeting of DLAT of 22 June 2020 PV – PE624.861v01-00

The minutes of that meeting were approved.

3. Exchange of views on the state of play of EU-LAC relations,
with the participation of:

 Javier Niño Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European External
Action Service (EEAS)

Javier Niño Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas at the EEAS gave an
overview of the current state of the EU’s relations with Latin America and the Caribbean,
particularly in respect of the COVID-19 pandemic and vaccine distribution which had
become, in his words, a ‘geopolitical war’. After asking for the Parliament’s help in
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highlighting the EU’s role in exchanges with its Latin American partners, Mr Niño Pérez
first stressed that the EU had made a very significant financial contribution to the COVAX
mechanism which had provided vaccines to many Latin American and Caribbean countries,
as well as having disbursed some EUR 38 billion globally to help combat the pandemic. In
three cases (Bolivia, El Salvador and Honduras), the EU had directly financed the supply
of vaccines under the COVAX Advance Market Commitment. Secondly, he stated that the
impact of the export control mechanism put in place by the EU had hitherto been very
limited: of the of 314 export applications, all but one had been approved.

In the second part of his speech Mr Niño Pérez referred to the situation in several countries
in the region. On Venezuela, he pointed out that the EU remained committed to its efforts
to promote stability in the country, despite the Venezuelan Government’s decision to make
the EU Ambassador persona non grata, which he described as a major mistake. The decisive
issue was now the composition of the National Electoral Council (CNE), which should be
as inclusive as possible. He saw the agreement between the government and the opposition
had been sealed, allowing funds to be unblocked to enable access to the COVAX
mechanism, as very positive, adding that the current challenge lay in ensuring that it
operated in a transparent manner and was not used for political ends. The EEAS was
continuing to seek dialogue with all stakeholders, focusing on the forthcoming regional and
local elections, but without losing sight of the ultimate goal of presidential elections. A
further objective was to achieve better cooperation with the USA, and the incoming US
administration was already eschewing confrontation and seeking multilateral solutions.

On Bolivia, the Deputy Executive Director commented on the arrest of former interim
President Jeanine Áñez and certain former ministers. He made it clear that the EU’s position
was to call for dialogue and to insist that any trial should be conducted with guarantees and
transparency. He expressed the hope for an inclusive dialogue between all democratic forces
that would contribute to the stability of the country.

On Nicaragua, Mr Niño Pérez reported that contact with the government was continuing,
most recently with a meeting with the Minister for International Cooperation, whom he
described as a ‘tough but receptive interlocutor’, at which the EU had been able to express
its concerns on issues such as the electoral process and the new legislation on cybersecurity
and the media. Without holding out hope for a democratic breakthrough, the EU would
continue to attempt to keep channels of dialogue with the government open in order to pass
on its messages, in a critical yet constructive manner, with a view to reaching a position of
dialogue with all stakeholders. He also commented on the overturning of the corruption
convictions against the former President of Brazil, Luiz Inácio ‘Lula’ da Silva, noting that
this were confirmed it would give rise to a new political and electoral climate in the country,
an important partner of the EU. On El Salvador, Mr Niño Pérez expressed concern at the
risk of further political polarisation following the 28 February parliamentary elections in
which President Bukele won a landslide. In general, in the face of a worrying picture of
political polarisation in several countries, the EU’s message to all partners in the region
must be that now is the time to create inclusive societies capable of combining dialogue and
cooperation.
Mr Niño Pérez also stressed the efforts to move forward in ratifying the agreements
concluded with Mercosur and Mexico and in the negotiations with Chile. He also referred
to a few difficulties, such as the recently adopted Energy Law in Mexico, which went
against the spirit of the agreement signed with that country. As for the possibility of holding
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an EU-LAC summit, the EEAS was looking into the feasibility of organising an event at
the highest political level in 2021 and on possible ways of sending a message of political
commitment to the region, despite the complex political situation.

In the ensuing debate, several issues were addressed, including the EU’s loss of ground in
Latin America in recent years; the need for the EU to lead a global vaccination programme
and to improve access to vaccines for low- and middle-income Latin American countries,
including by means of shared licensing and technology transfers; the EU’s contribution to
rebuilding Latin America’s social infrastructure and economies and to efforts to achieve the
2030 Agenda goals; inter-regional cooperation to promote gender equality; the need to align
trade policies and trade agreements with Mexico and Mercosur with the EU Green Deal;
concerns about the environment and climate policies, particularly in respect of the
agreement with Mercosur; the situation in Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua, in particular the
absence of conditions for democratic elections in the latter two countries; Venezuelan
migration, in particular Colombia’s decision to grant temporary protection to the 1.8 million
Venezuelans on its territory and the question of how the EU can help Colombia; the
possibilities for holding an EU-LAC summit or other bi-regional event the highest level in
2021; and possible avenues for resuming election observation missions.

In response to the Members’ questions, the EEAS Deputy Executive Director for the
Americas admitted that there was a certain lack of ‘strategic vision’ among EU policy-
makers on the importance of the EU-LAC partnership and that not all 27 Member States
understood the strategic value of the relationship with the region in the same way. He
however assured the Members that the High Representative/Vice President of the
Commission would do all in his power to ensure a summit was held and to display the EU’s
commitment to the region. As for EU assistance in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic,
Mr Niño Pérez said that it would be difficult to do more financially, but that the pandemic
had highlighted the need for strong health-care systems and fair and inclusive societies.

He added that the agreements negotiated with Mercosur and Mexico should be viewed with
realism. While we could wish they were more ambitious, the reality was that they were the
most advanced agreements in existence. Unlike the EU, other global players, especially
China, had no such environmental or social requirements. On relations with Cuba,
Nicaragua and Venezuela, Mr Niño Pérez advocated an approach that balanced the wish to
promote democratic stability with the reality that our political system could not be imposed
elsewhere. Refuting the accusation that the EU could be accused of complacency
concerning the governments of these countries, he argued that the EU must make its position
clear, but also adopt a pragmatic approach, combining the sending of clear and critical
messages, including the application of targeted sanctions, with incentives and positive
elements.

On Colombia’s reception of Venezuelan migrants, he stressed the EU’s commitment to
provide political and financial support to Colombia, which would be explicitly expressed
once more at the second donor conference scheduled for June 2021. He also highlighted the
strengthening of relations between the EU and Colombia, which he described as an
extremely dynamic partner, citing the planned signing of a memorandum of understanding
on political dialogue and the great potential for cooperation with Colombia in areas such as
the digital agenda and security. With regard to election observation missions, the Deputy



PE624.864v01-00 4/12 PV\1227356EN.docx

EN

Executive Director reported that consideration was being given to how to implement less
onerous logistic arrangements, in line with current health conditions.

Speakers: Leopoldo LÓPEZ GIL, Udo BULLMANN, Samira RAFAELA, Anna
CAVAZZINI, Hermann TERTSCH, Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA, Javier NART, the
Chair.

4. Presentation and exchange of views on the report ‘Latin America: an agenda for
recovery’ issued by the Euroamerica Foundation and the Ibero-American Business
Foundation,
with the participation of:

 Ramón Jáuregui Atondo, President of the Euroamerica Foundation and former DLAT
Chair

 Josep Piqué i Camps, President of the Ibero-American Business Foundation and Spain’s
former Foreign Minister, from 2000 to 2002

Ramón Jáuregui, former President of DLAT and President of the Euroamerica Foundation,
and Josep Piqué, former Spanish Foreign Minister and President of the Ibero-American
Business Foundation, presented the report ‘Latin America: An Agenda for Recovery’,
jointly published by the two foundations in October 2020. Mr Jáuregui noted that the
report’s most pessimistic predictions had since come to pass: although they made up just
8% of the world’s population, Latin America and the Caribbean were suffering around 30%
of the world’s COVID-19 cases, the region’s health-care systems were overwhelmed, the
region stood to lose perhaps a decade of economic growth and could be put back two
decades in terms of progress in reducing poverty, labour informality, unemployment, school
dropout rates and violence. Against this backdrop, Europe needed to be present in Latin
America.

Mr Jáuregui highlighted three areas where the EU’s presence was urgently needed. Firstly,
he noted that the supply of COVID-19 vaccines in Latin America and the Caribbean had
been woefully delayed and that the EU’s presence in the region was not very visible,
although it had provided half of the funding for the COVAX facility. Given that countries
such as China and Russia had undertaken great efforts to supply vaccines, the EU ran the
risk of ‘moral failure’ if COVAX did not do more to distribute vaccines. Secondly, Mr
Jáuregui stressed that the EU had an important role to play in providing funds from
international financial institutions to Latin American countries with which to finance
recovery policies. He specifically called for the EU to use its presence in the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to push for an increase in special drawing rights for the region’s
countries, which was liable to be a key element in the post-pandemic recovery.

Thirdly, he stressed that the EU should contribute to enabling a double transition, ecological
and digital, in the region, and propose a cooperation strategy to that end. He cited the
marshalling of resources from the European Investment Bank (EIB) to invest in
infrastructure and the transfer of European knowledge and know-how as important elements
in that regard. He also pointed out that private European companies needed to be involved
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in effecting this twofold transition in areas such as renewable energies and the training
needed for digitalisation, building on Europe’s strong business presence in the region, its
high level of education and favourable demographics, the technological leap towards
digitalisation already begun during the pandemic, as well as the abundance of natural
resources for the production of renewable energies. It was therefore important to have
agreements in place which facilitated European investment in the green transition.

Mr Jáuregui warned that the EU-LAC strategic partnership had been at a standstill for some
five years, with no summits being held and growing doubts about the EU’s ability to ratify
agreements negotiated with partners in the region. The EU’s inability to consolidate trade
and association agreements had aggravated both the Latin American political community’s
loss of confidence in the EU and Europe’s shrinking presence in the region, including in the
economic sphere. China, however, was becoming the driving force of the world economy
and its presence in Latin America and the Caribbean would continue to increase. Noting
that there was no more natural ally for Europe than Latin America, Mr Jáuregui called on
the EuroLat Assembly to strengthen the Euro-Latin American partnership, which he
described as indispensable. He added that there was a ‘serious problem’ with the processes
for ratifying the agreements, which had become too complex. He wondered aloud how the
EU could gain more influence with which to ensure compliance with the Paris Agreement,
pointing out that, without agreements, the EU had no influence. He concluded that the EU
needed to exude an image of responsibility, sustainability and commitment towards Latin
America and needed to take a more active role on this basis. Lastly, he advocated
coordinating positions with the new US administration.

Mr Piqué stated that the report ‘Latin America: an agenda for recovery’ had been drafted
following a proposal by the Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB) and in
collaboration with the Euroamerica Foundation, the Ibero-American Business Foundation
and the CAF Development Bank of Latin America. The document set out a package of
economic and financial measures which aimed to act as a roadmap for a post-pandemic
economic and social recovery grounded in international solidarity, multilateralism and
cooperation. In a context marked by competitiveness and productivity problems, the failure
to effect structural reforms and governance problems in Latin America, the measures sought
to provide multilateral solutions which help drive domestic reform efforts in the region.

Firstly, Mr Piqué underlined that the report had been drawn up by a panel of leading experts
from both sides of the Atlantic, as the culmination of a true Euro-Latin American dialogue.
Secondly, he stressed the need for the Latin American region to act in a more coordinated
manner in defence of its interests in global governance bodies, such as the G20, and the
fundamental importance of the alliance with the EU in these areas, given that commitment
from the European side would greatly facilitate Latin America’s recovery. Thirdly, Mr
Piqué stated that the report’s recommendations were perfectly aligned with the priorities of
the Portuguese Presidency of the European Council, in the first half of 2021: effective
multilateralism, the consolidation of an open and rules-based international trading system,
and paying attention to the challenges of our Latin American partners. As for trade, Mr
Piqué believed that the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement was the main challenge and
that it was very important to understand its strategic nature. The agreement further served
to diversify the market access risk, particularly that of China, and to reduce the risks of
excessive dependence on a single market, which created vulnerability and restricted the
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strategic autonomy to which the EU aspired. This was why Latin America had to be a
priority partner for the EU.

He argued that if the EU failed to include Latin America and the Caribbean among its
priorities, other powers such as the USA and China, which had a clear strategy but did not
share the EU’s concerns on sustainable development, democracy and human rights, stood
ready to gain influence and access to the region’s markets and raw materials. The EU risked
losing a ‘huge asset’ of its partnership with a region that was part of the West and shared
fundamental values with Europe.

He also stressed the need to strengthen integration processes in Latin America and for the
region to realise that it must defend its interests jointly. Latin America and the Caribbean
had to work together to free up the necessary ‘fiscal space’, with the support of institutions
such as the IMF, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the CAF and the EIB, with
which to fund the modernisation of their productive structures. However, he concluded, that
would also be dependent on the existence of institutions committed to sustainable
development and the deepening of economic integration in the region, just as support for
democratic institutions and respect for human rights was essential to gain the trust of
European investors.

In the ensuing debate, several issues were raised, including the need to build more inclusive
and less unequal societies, the importance of education and the digital transformation in
achieving this goal; the importance of public-private cooperation for economic growth; the
need to boost European green investments in Latin America and, more generally, initiatives
to build more sustainable societies and combat climate change; and the need to increase
production capacities for COVID-19 vaccines by sharing know-how and waiving patents.
Several Members highlighted the need for the EU to demonstrate a stronger commitment to
Latin America and the Caribbean and to have a clear strategy in that regard, underscoring
that it was in the common European interest to have closer inter-regional relations. In that
connection, the requisite instruments for closer political association must be provided, by
ratifying the agreements with Mercosur, Mexico and Chile. Issues such as of how to tackle
the political conflicts in Latin America which were hindering relations with the EU and how
to address China’s role in the region were also raised.

Speakers: Leopoldo LÓPEZ GIL, Maria-Manuel LEITÃO-MARQUES, Jordi CAÑAS,
Alexandra GEESE, Isabel BENJUMEA BENJUMEA, Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA,
Antoni COMÍN I OLIVERES, Juan Ignacio ZOÍDO ÁLVAREZ, Javier NART, the Chair.

5. Presentation and exchange of views on EL PAcCTO Europe - Latin America (EU
Regional Cooperation Programme to Strengthen the Fight against Organised Crime)
and its Action Plan 2021, with the participation of:

 Jorge De La Caballería, Head of Unit, DG International Partnerships (European
Commission)

 Juan Gama, Co-Director, EL PAcCTO
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Jorge De La Caballería, Head of Unit for South America and Regional Operations in the
Commission’s Directorate-General for International Partnerships, and Juan Gama, Co-
Director of the ‘EL PAcCTO’ programme, give a brief presentation of EU-LAC cooperation
in the area of security and justice and, in particular, of ‘EL PAcCTO’.

Mr De La Caballería commented that cooperation in this area was the fruit of the ‘Team
Europe’ approach and the willingness of the European institutions and the Member States
to work together with a view to achieving ever closer and more ambitious cooperation. He
explained that cooperation on security and justice matters – worth some EUR 60 million –
was organised around three main instruments: the COPOLAD anti-drugs programme,
which intended to both the demand for and supply of drugs; the EUROFRONT programme,
which sought to strengthen comprehensive border-management capacities (at four border
crossing points) in Latin America by means of the transfer of European experiences and
technical resources; and EL PAcCTO, a regional programme that encompassed and went
beyond the fight against organised crime to promote the rule of law, addressing the entire
chain of criminality. He stressed the scope of EL PAcCTO, which ranged from specific
police operations to institutional capacity-building. The three programmes were being
implemented with a team spirit and in close coordination between Member States, the
Commission and dedicated EU agencies such as Frontex. They chiefly provided European
public expertise and disseminated best practices, coordinated by the Commission, with a
view to setting up networks.

Mr Gama gave details of the main institutions and bodies in both regions involved in
cooperation in security and justice. He also alluded to cooperation with some parliaments
in the region and the development of a systematised methodology for drafting framework
laws.

Owing to time constraints, the Chair decided to hold over the discussion on EU-LAC
cooperation on security and justice and the schedule of the EL PAcCTO programme until
the meeting of the EuroLat Assembly Working Group on Security, Organised and
Transnational Crime and Terrorism, scheduled for 5 May 2021.

6. Other business

The EPP Group Coordinator recalled Parliament’s decision of 21 January 2021 to treat the
Venezuelan National Assembly elected in December 2015 as the country’s only legitimate
assembly and therefore not to recognise the legitimacy of the National Assembly chosen in
the fraudulent elections of 6 December 2020. He also stated that only a Venezuelan
delegation coming from the legitimate Assembly chaired by Juan Guaidó could be accepted
at the EuroLat meetings scheduled to take place in May 2021. He announced that the EPP
Group had decided not to attend these meetings if representatives of the National Assembly
elected in 2020 were present. The Chair noted this and announced that a letter would be
sent to the Conference of Presidents and President Sassoli recalling the commitments and
agreements made by Parliament in the aforementioned resolution on the Venezuelan
National Assembly.

The Chair announced that the Co-Presidents of EuroLat had participated as observers in the
informal EU-CELAC Foreign Ministers’ meeting on 14 December 2020, at the invitation
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of the then German Presidency of the European Council. They would also participate as
observers in the 28th Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government on 21
April 2021.

Lastly, the Chair recalled that the Conference of Presidents had approved the holding of
semi-remote meetings of the four standing committees, the forum, the working group and
the Bureau of the EuroLat Assembly, from 3 to 6 May 2021. He invited Members to consult
the programme of meetings and informed them that the draft agendas of the meetings of the
committees and other bodies would soon be sent to the political group coordinators for
approval by written procedure. The Chair also announced the intention to issue a joint
declaration of the two EuroLat Co-Chairs on EU-LAC on COVID-19 vaccine-related
issues, to send a clear political message from these meetings.

Speakers: The Chair, Leopoldo LÓPEZ GIL.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The date and place of the next delegation meeting would be announced in due course.

The meeting closed at 19.03.
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