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Richard created the concept of country-by-country reporting, which is now in use in more 

than 90 countries around the world to identify tax abuse by multinational corporations as 

a result of backing for it provided by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development. Richard has created the concept of sustainable cost accounting. 

 

Richard has authored a number of books including The Courageous State and The Joy of 

Tax.  He blogs, usually daily, at Tax Research UK and is a frequent commentator in the 

media on tax and accounting issues. In the last three years he has been named by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales as the top social media influencer 

on accounting issues in the UK.  

 

Research interests 

 

Richard Murphy's work focuses on the need to use accounting as an instrument to effect 

social change, particularly with regard to the prevention of corruption and abuse, to 

eliminate poverty and to manage the impact of climate change. 

 

One stream of Richard’s work has focussed on tax transparency. He created country-by-

country reporting, which is now OECD endorsed, as a part of this work. He now works on 

tax transparency related issues and how enhanced tax accounting, in and out of 

government, can improve tax system management to enhance tax yields and reduce 

poverty.  

 

His other major focus is on sustainability. A founder of the Green New Deal Group in 2008, 

Richard now focusses on how the impact of climate change can be recorded on the balance 

sheet of major public reporting entities. This work is being done at Sheffield and with 

Copenhagen Business School. Elsewhere he is working on how tax and other regulation 

can be revised to provide the funding for the climate transition we need and which, so far, 

governments are refusing to fund.  

 


