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“Culture in times of crisis – cultural solidarity in support of Ukraine and 
beyond” 

  

Exchange of views  
 

17 May 2022, Brussels 

European Parliament, Committee on Culture and Education 

 

Aware of the devastating effects of the war on Ukraine’s civil society, cultural, creative and 

heritage sectors as well as artists, the European Parliament’s CULT Committee is inviting 

leading European organisations in the cultural sector (Culture Action Europe, European 

Cultural Foundation and Europa Nostra) for an exchange of views on a wide mobilisation for 

solidarity actions at all levels– from the EU, national and local, to philanthropic or civil society 

initiatives and grass-roots voluntary actions.  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has brought war back to Europe. The European Union responded 

swiftly by deploying substantial humanitarian and emergency relief to Ukraine and its citizens. 

The “Stand Up for Ukraine” global pledging event and campaign in April has raised €9.1 billion 

for people fleeing the Russian attacks, inside Ukraine and abroad, including €1 billion from the 

European Commission alone, while the High-Level International Donors’ Conference for 

Ukraine on 5 May 2022 mobilised almost additional €7 billion. 

Aside from institutional responses, the crisis has spurred a global mobilisation by the cultural 

ecosystem itself, including civil society organisations and foundations, resulting in a range of 

immediate, short and medium-term responses to support cultural, heritage and artistic peers 

in Ukraine. Next to various initiatives in support to the Ukrainian cultural community, the 

European Cultural Foundation, Culture Action Europe and Europa Nostra – as initiators of the 

Cultural Deal for Europe campaign – have also launched a joint advocacy action urging EU 

leaders and Ministers of Culture to demonstrate a Culture of Solidarity with cultural actors in 

Ukraine.  

However, more support and coordinated actions at all levels are needed. Furthermore, all the 

relief measures should more systematically include support for the cultural sectors 

specifically. Culture is what brings us together. It is at the basis of the European project and it 

is a pillar for a peaceful and inclusive future. Therefore, the future Trust Fund for Ukraine 

endorsed by the Heads of State and Government in the European Council Conclusions of 24-

25 March 2022, should also support the arts, culture, and cultural heritage in Ukraine.  

The war as well as the COVID 19 pandemic have shown that the unthinkable is possible, and 

unpredictability is the new normal. These unprecedented circumstances call for unity and 

solidarity. There is a need to invest in the preparedness of public, private and philanthropic 

actors to tackle together emergencies of today and of the future. The EU, national 

governments, local authorities, private partners, philanthropy and civil society, need to work 

more closely, more systematically, and effectively together to address the complexity and 

interconnectedness of these emergencies. 



 
Committee on Culture and Education 
 

2 
 

We all need to act now and we need to be creative and swift in our solidarity with Ukraine, 

reaffirming its European perspective.  

The exchange of views will therefore explore, together with leading European organisations 

in the cultural sector, the European Commission and the Member States, the feasibility of 

combining and multiplying available strategic resources in an innovative public-philanthropic 

mechanism for emergency support that could address the needs of cultural and heritage 

sectors in Ukraine first, and could subsequently serve as a joint response for further 

emergencies for medium- and longer term cultural recovery in Europe.  

- What can culture do in times of crisis and war? What is Europe’s cultural response to 

the invasion of Ukraine? 

- How could the European institutions enable strong cultural policy response?  

- How can European cultural and creative organisations coordinate and help most 

effectively the Ukrainian cultural, creative and heritage sectors during these 

devastating moments? 

- Why is culture essential for post-war recovery and the long-term peace-building 

process? 
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“Culture in times of crisis – cultural solidarity in support of Ukraine and beyond” 
  

Exchange of views with leading European organisations in the cultural sector 
Tuesday, 17 May 2022, (14:00 - 15:45) 

European Parliament, Brussels 
Room: ASP 5G3 

 
Programme 

 
 
14:00 - 14:05 Sabine VERHEYEN, Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education 
 
14:05 – 14:10 - From Covid-19 to the war in Ukraine: the role of culture in times of crisis 
and the need for a Cultural Deal for Europe 
Tere BADIA, Secretary General, Culture Action Europe 
 

 

 
14.10 - 14.15 - The key role of civil society in preserving cultural heritage, shared history 
and values 

Sneška QUAEDVLIEG-MIHAILOVIC, Secretary General, Europa Nostra  

 
 
 
14:15 – 14:20 - Towards a joint emergencies response mechanism for medium- and 
longer-term cultural recovery in Europe 
André WILKENS, Director, European Cultural Foundation  
 
 
14.20 – 14.45 - Q&A session I 
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14.45 – 14.55 – Examples of cultural solidarity actions:  
 

- Joint initiative “Imagine Ukraine” – Bjorn Geldhof, director of Pinchuk Art Centre 
in Kyiv and Bart De Baere, director of MuHKA, Antwerp; (Parlamentarium 
exhibition) 

 
- Rescuing art works and supporting museums on the frontlines - Alona Karavai, 

Museum Crisis Center, Kyiv / Asortymentna kimnata Gallery, Frankivsk / MitOs 
Association, Berlin 

 
 
14.55 – 15.10 – What policy response in support of culture in times of crisis  
 

- Barbara Gessler, Head of Unit, Creative Europe Programme, DG EAC 
- Catherine Magnant, Head of Unit, Cultural policies, DG EAC  
- Vasile Rotaru, Head of sector; chef de file for cultural heritage in conflicts and 

crises; EEAS 
 

15.10 - 15.40 –  Q&A Session II - “Catch the eye”  
  
Closing remarks  
  
15:40 - 15:45 Sabine VERHEYEN, Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education 
 

https://www.muhka.be/en/programme/detail/1523-imagine-ukraine
https://visiting.europarl.europa.eu/en/exhibitions/brussels/imagine-ukraine
https://visiting.europarl.europa.eu/en/exhibitions/brussels/imagine-ukraine

