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Brussels

The meeting opened on Thursday 3 February 2022 at 14.08, with Jordi Cañas (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda OJ - PE596.565v01-00

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meetings

 DMER meeting of 2 December 2021 (PE596.564v01_00)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair expressed his dissatisfaction with the decision of the Conference of Presidents
of 12 January 2022 to authorise the mission requested by this delegation to Paraguay and
Uruguay by remote participation only. The Chair obtained a mandate from the delegation
to try to reverse the decision of the Conference of Presidents and to seek authorisation to
carry out the requested mission in person in the course of 2022.
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4. Exchange of views on the political, economic and social situation in Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay

The Head of Mission of the Republic of Paraguay to the European Union stressed that
political stability and macroeconomic discipline helped in coping with the COVID-19
crisis. He emphasised the country’s sustained growth and that poverty had decreased,
although this problem, and that of inequality, continued to require the attention of the
public authorities.

The Head of Mission of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay to the European Union also
highlighted Uruguay’s political stability and its low levels of corruption. In his view, the
public authorities have done an excellent job in the fight against COVID-19, achieving
high levels of vaccination. He also mentioned that his country had good economic and
trade data.

The Head of the Argentinean Mission to the European Union referred to his country’s
agreement with the IMF to reschedule Argentina’s debt maturities with it, as well as the
surplus in the balance of payments and economic growth in 2021. Taking advantage of
the visit to Brussels of the Secretary of State for the Malvinas, Antarctica and South
Atlantic Islands, the Ambassador reiterated Argentina’s claim to the Malvinas Islands.

The Head of the Mission of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the European Union
recalled that 2022 will be an election year in Brazil, with presidential, legislative and
regional elections due to be held, and stated that Brazil was a democracy with strong
institutions, an independent press and an active civil society. He deplored the loss of life
and the economic and social damage that COVID-19 had caused in his country, and said
that vaccination levels in Brazil were now comparable to those in Europe.

MEPs asked about the impasse in which the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement finds
itself and possible options moving forward. The heads of mission concurred that the
Agreement would be the best instrument for strengthening bilateral cooperation, and
noted that the Commissioner responsible for trade had so far not submitted any proposals
for a declaration or additional commitments that would complete the Association
Agreement. They also noted the possibility that the European Green Deal could be
viewed as an amendment to the agreement reached between the EU and Mercosur in June
2019, which could give rise to new demands on the part of Mercosur.

The President concluded by wishing the Uruguayan and Brazilian heads of mission all the
very best as their mission in Brussels drew to a close.

Speakers: Stelios Kouloglou, Gabriele Bischoff, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Mónica Silvana
González, Kathleen Van Brempt, Jordi Cañas

5. Exchange of views on the state of EU-Mercosur relations

The Head of the Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Paraguay stressed
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that the bilateral relationship, based on shared values, was excellent. He recalled that
Paraguay was the third largest recipient of EU development funds in Latin America. He
identified the fight against inequality, corruption, organised crime and environmental
precariousness as future challenges, as well as the strengthening of institutions.

The Head of the EU Delegation to the Federative Republic of Brazil also highlighted the
excellent bilateral relationship in many sectors, mentioning trade, science and technology.
Among the challenges faced, he mentioned environmental protection and the fight against
deforestation, recalling the recent visit to Brazil of Commission Vice-President and High
Representative Josep Borrell.

The Head of the Delegation of the European Union to the Argentine Republic praised the
strong bilateral cooperation, based on numerous links and common principles. He
welcomed Argentina’s agreement with the IMF on debt repayment and recalled
Argentina’s trade surplus with the EU, which stands in stark contrast with Argentina’s
deficit with China. He stressed the desirability of updating the institutional framework of
the bilateral relationship, without prejudice to the approval of the EU-Mercosur
Association Agreement.

The head of unit for South American Countries of the European External Action Service
emphasised the great convergence between the Mercosur countries and the EU, as well as
a series of challenges common to these countries, which required joint action. In this
respect, he considered that the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement would be the
appropriate instrument to address these challenges.

MEPs put questions to the speakers on issues related to Mercosur or its Member States,
such as the preparation of independent environmental impact studies, the format of the
future EU-Mercosur Association Agreement, the implementation of the Copernicus
programme, EU and EIB support for the procurement of COVID-19 vaccines and
sanitation programmes, the strengthening of civil society and ensuring people get better
access to accurate information.

Speakers: Stelios Kouloglou, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Mónica Silvana González, Jordi
Cañas, Josep Puxeu (European Economic and Social Committee)

6. Other business

None.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The Chair announced that the date and place of the next delegation meeting would be
communicated in due course.
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The meeting closed at 16.13.
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