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MINUTES

Meeting of 11 December 2020, 9.00-11.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 9.01 on 11 December 2020, with Jos¢ Manuel Fernandes (Chair D-
BR) and Stéphane Séjourné (Chair DMER, in remote connection) presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ —PE596.560v01-00
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meetings

e Meeting of D-BR of 23 January 2020 PV - PE623.071v01-00
The minutes were adopted.

e Meeting of DMER of 5 December 2019 PV —PE596.558v01-00
The minutes were adopted.
3. Chair’s announcements

DMER Chair announced the appointment of DMER Member Samira Rafaela as
Member responsible for gender mainstreaming in the Delegation. He also welcomed
the newly appointed Ambassador of Argentina to the European Union, H.E. Pablo
Grinspun.

D-BR Chair announced the appointment of D-BR Member Anna Cavazzini as
Member responsible for gender mainstreaming in the Delegation.
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4. Exchange of views on the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement State of play,
with the participation of:

H. E. Carlos Pérez del Castillo, Ambassador of the Republic of Uruguay to the
European Union, (Pro Tempore Presidency of Mercosur)

Rupert Schlegelmilch, Director, Directorate D (America), DG TRADE, European
Commission

Javier Nifio Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European
External Action Service

The EU-Mercosur Association Agreement was considered a key geopolitical and
geostrategic cooperation instrument by the Ambassador of Uruguay to the EU
(Mercosur pro-tempore presidency) and by the EEAS and DG TRADE representatives,
and the reopening of the negotiations was excluded. They pointed to the comprehensive
and ambitious nature of the agreement, and underlined the wide-ranging commitments
in the area of environmental and climate change-related issues. They also stated the
readiness of both parties to work on additional commitments in this area, possibly by
means of declarations or letters annexed to the Agreement.

Member expressed diverging views on the enforceability of the cooperation pillar of the
Agreement and on its potential for compliance with the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change and the achievement of environmental and biodiversity-related goals. Some
Members showed concern over the Agreement’s effects on the EU agricultural sector
and geographical indications, but other Members expressed fear that failure to ratify the
Agreement may constitute a historic setback in EU relationship with Latin America.

Speakers: Jordi Canas, Kathleen Van Brempt, Anna Cavazzini, Miguel Urban
Crespo, Dino Giarrusso

5. Exchange of views on deforestation in the Amazon,
with the participation of:

H. E. Marcos Galvao, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the
European Union

Javier Nifio Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European
External Action Service

The Ambassador of Brazil to the EU said that according to the Institute for Ecological
Research (IPE) deforestation in the Amazon region increased by 9,5% between August
2019 and July 2020, which represents a lower rate than in the previous 12-month period,
and attributed part of the problem to illegal activities. He argued that the Armed Forces
and environmental enforcing agencies have a difficult task owing to the limited means
available, and stated that Brazil is open to dialogue and cooperation on this topic. The
EEAS representative understood the concerns regarding deforestation in Brazil and its
effects on sustainable development, indigenous rights and biodiversity. He confirmed
contacts between Commissioner Dombrovskis and Brazil’s Vice-President Hamilton
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Mourdo and Minister on Foreign Affairs Ernesto Araujo, as well as with Uruguay’s
Foreign Affairs Minister Francisco Bustillo (Mercosur pro-tempore presidency) on this
issue.

Members agreed that protecting the Amazon forest is a global responsibility and stressed
the importance of cooperation with Brazil. They focused on the negative impact of some
of the policies followed by the Brazilian Government, but expressed diverging views on
the impact that the EU-Mercosur Agreement may have on halting deforestation of the
Amazon and on the fulfilment by Brazil of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

Speakers: Manuel Pizarro, Jordi Canas, Anna Cavazzini, Miguel Urban Crespo,
Dino Giarrusso, Monica Silvana Gonzalez, Samira Rafaela

Exchange of views on the situation in Venezuela,
with the participation of:

Javier Nifio Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European
External Action Service

Speakers generally agreed that the legislative elections in Venezuela held on 6
December 2020 - boycotted by a majority of the opposition parties and considered as
illegitimate by most of the international community - were a lost opportunity for a
peaceful, negotiated and democratic way out of the political crisis, which remains the
key goal and will require a spirit of compromise from all Venezuelan political actors.
The EEAS representative affirmed that the EU will continue to support the opposition
forces and defended the EU sanctions to Venezuelan individuals linked to the regime.
Members expressed concern about a lack of legitimacy of the Venezuelan National
Assembly from 5 January 2021 and the ensuing democratic vacuum in the country, and
stressed the constructive role that the incoming Biden presidency and other international
actors may play in addressing the crisis.

Speakers: Javi Lopez, Leopoldo Lopez Gil, Jordi Cafias, Samira Rafaela

Exchange of views on the evaluation of the results of the municipal elections in
Brazil,
with the participation of:

H. E. Marcos Galvao, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the
European Union

Javier Nifio Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European
External Action Service

The Ambassador of Brazil to the EU pointed to the lack of incidents during the
municipal elections in Brazil, despite the difficult environment created by the COVID-
19 pandemic, and the quick availability of results, but regretted the underrepresentation
of women and afro descendants among the candidates. He pointed out that the centrist
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Brazilian Democratic Movement party (PMDB) got, overall, the best score in the
elections. The EEAS representative congratulated Brazil for the elections that took place
in a peaceful and effective way and recalled the strategic importance of the EU
partnership with Brazil. The Member who took the floor considered that those political
options that have shown a high sense of responsibility during the pandemic have been
preferred at the elections.

Speakers: Manuel Pizarro

8. Other matters
None.
9. Date and place of next meetings

The Chair informed that the date and place of the next meeting will be announced in
due course.

The meeting closed at 11.09.

PE596.561v01-00 4/8 PV\1220780EN.docx

EN



MPUCHCTBEH JIUCT/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENCNI LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/KATAXTAXH ITAPONTQN/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRESENCE/POPIS NAZOCNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLEJUMU REGISTRS/DALYVIU SARASAS/
JELENLETI iV/REGISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOSCI/LISTA DE PRESENCAS/
LISTA DE PREZENTA/PREZENCNA LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOCIH/LASNAOLOLISTA/NARVAROLISTA

Bropo/Mesa/Ptedsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/ITpoedpeio/Bureau/Predsjednistvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/
Biuras/Elnokség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsednictvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

DMER: Stéphane S¢journé (P)
D-BR: José Manuel Fernandes (P), Manuel Pizarro (VP), Anna Cavazzini (VP)

Unenose/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendilitkmed/Bovigvtéc/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputati/
Nariai/Képviselok/Membri/Leden/Postowie/Deputados/Deputati/Jasenet/Ledamoter

DMER: Gabriele Bischoff, Jordi Cafias, Anna Deparnay-Grunenberg, Jos¢é Manuel Fernandes, Moénica Silvana Gonzalez, Miguel Urban
Crespo, Kathleen Van Brempt, Jorgen Warborn

D-BR: Dino Giarrusso
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Namestniki/Varajésenet/Suppleanter

DMER: Leopoldo Lopez Gil, Manuel Pizarro, Samira Rafaela
D-BR: Leopoldo Lopez Gil, Kathleen Van Brempt

209 (7)

216 (3)

Javi Lopez

56 (8) (Touxa ot nueBHus pex/Punto del orden del dia/Bod potadu jednani (OJ)/Punkt pa dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/
Pdevakorra punkt/~npeio ng nuepnoag ddragng/Agenda item/Point OJ/Tocka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kartibas
punkts/Darbotvarkés punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Agenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porzadku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea de
zi/Bod programu schodze/Tocka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Punkt pa foredragningslistan)
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ta¢-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczacego/A convite do Presidente/La invitatia presedintelui/
Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/Pa ordférandens inbjudan

H. E. Carlos Pérez del Castillo, Ambassador of the Republic of Uruguay to the European Union, (Pro Tempore Presidency of
Mercosur)

H. E. Marcos Galvao, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the European Union
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Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissao/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

Lucia Balogova, Paolo Garzotti, Madeleine Kihlberg, Andrea Nicolaj, Giovanni Santambrogio, Rupert Schlegelmilch
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External Action service/Service européen pour l'action extérieure/Europska sluzba za vanjsko djelovanje/Servizio europeo per 1’azione
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Esterna/Europese dienst voor extern optreden/Europejska Stuzba Dziatan Zewnetrznych/Servigo Europeu para a Acgéo Externa/
Serviciul european pentru actiune externa/Eurdpska sluzba pre vonkajsiu ¢innost’/Evropska sluzba za zunanje delovanje/Euroopan
ulkosuhdehallinto/Europeiska avdelningen for yttre atgard (*)

Paola Amadei, Denis Daniilidis, Claudia Gintersdorfer, Yvonne Koning, Veronique Lorenzo, Carmen Marques Ruiz, Lucia Mendez del
Rio, Leonor Sousa, Fredrik Sterner, Federico Zorzan

Jpyru uactutyun u opranu/Otras instituciones y organismos/Ostatni organy a instituce/Andre institutioner og organer/Andere
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Jpyru yaactauim/Otros participantes/Ostatni ucastnici/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Eniong nopdvtec/Other
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klatesoSie/Kiti dalyviai/Mas résztvevok/Partecipanti ohra/Andere
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Embassy of Argentina: Constanza Crespo, Pablo Grinspun, Andrea Mackielo
Embassy of Brazil: Joao Henrique Bayao, Guilherme Costa, Ivana Gurgel, Gustavo Raposo, Felipe Martiningui, Bernardo Todeschini
Embassy of Paraguay: Martin Pagani

Embassy of Uruguay: German Benitez, Rigoberto Gauto
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De politiska gruppernas sekretariat

PPE Kathryn Stack

S&D Marie Ghysens, Maria Henriques, Pilar Ruiz Huelamo
Renew Stéphanie Antoine-Jacquemard, Opal Brown, Ursa Pondelek
Verts/ALE Marta Ruiz Carnes

ID Sakari Linden, Miriana Stantcheva

ECR

GUE/NGL Paul Dupret

NI Antonio Anselmi, Rezio Pasini
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