
PE 729.511 

 

 

STOA 
Panel for the Future of Science and Technology 

 

STOA Panel Meeting 
Thursday, 7 April 2022, 9:30  11:00 

Room WEISS S1.5, Strasbourg, and remotely via Interactio 

 

Minutes 
 

 The meeting started at 9:35 with Christian EHLER, MEP in the chair. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

− The agenda was adopted.  

2. Approval of the draft minutes STOA Panel meeting of 10 March 2022  

− The Chair announced that the draft minutes of the Panel meeting of 10 March 2022 were in the dossier; 

as there were no requests for changes, the minutes were deemed approved.  

3. STOA projects and other activities 

 The Chair informed Members that all ongoing projects, forthcoming events and ESMH website 

publications were listed in the respective tables and were available in the Members’ dossiers. 

 He also highlighted forthcoming events:  

o STOA ‘High-Level Roundtable Cybersecurity’ on 16 April 2022. 

o Joint event with STS forum, 12 May 2022 

o STOA workshop on tobacco smoking, 17 May 2022 (date t.b.c.). 

 He then reported that additional proposals have been received: 

 proposal from STOA Chair Christian EHLER for a study entitled ‘Technical feasibility assessment 

of a pan-European streaming platform to make national news accessible for all European citizens in 

their preferred language’ 

 proposal from Panel member Patrizia TOIA for a STOA workshop on ‘A European pharmaceutical 

R&D infrastructure: A public health priority’, linked to the STOA study ‘European pharmaceutical 

R&D: Could a public infrastructure overcome market failures?’ published in December 2021, 

 Proposal from former Panel member Herbert DORFMANN for an event entitled ‘Towards digital 

language equality in Europe by 2030: Presentation and discussion of the main results of the EU 

project European Language Equality (2021-2022)’and linked to the STOA study ‘Language equality 

in the digital age: Towards a Human Language Project’ published in March 2017; 

 Proposal from Vice-President Eva KAILI for an event entitled ‘A trojan horse - Pegasus and the end 

of privacy’; 

 Proposal from Vice-President Eva KAILI for an event entitled ‘Neurotechnology and neurorights - 

Privacy's last frontier’; 

 Proposal from Vice-President Eva KAILI for an event entitled ‘The missing debate on citizens, 

society and digital identity’; 

 Proposal from STOA Chair Christian EHLER for an event entitled ‘Combining technology with 

cultural heritage and creativity: The way forward for the New European Bauhaus project’. 

 Proposal from STOA Chair Christian EHLER for a STOA workshop entitled ‘Resilience, 

democratic values and academic freedom’, to be co-organised with the European Commission’s 

Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM). 

 The Chair explained that all these proposals were evaluated by the Secretariat and the evaluations were 

to be found, along with the proposals, in the dossier. 
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 Juan Ignacio ZOIDO ÁLVAREZ, MEP and STOA member, requested that the event entitled ‘A trojan 

horse - Pegasus and the end of privacy’ would be changed to ‘A trojan horse - Pegasus and the end of 

privacy?’. 

 The Chair and Vice-Chair Ivars IJABS agreed to Mr. ZOIDO ÁLVAREZ’s proposal and the Bureau 

recommended the approval of the all above mentioned events. 

 The chair further informed that a proposal was received last week from Vice-President Eva KAILI for a 

study entitled ‘A preparedness plan for Europe: Addressing food, energy and technological security’ and 

that the proposal would be evaluated by the Secretariat, and submitted to the Bureau and the Panel. 

 The Chair then reported on recent activities of the European Science-Media Hub (ESMH). The complete 

list with ESMH publications were in the dossier. 

 Further, the Chair reported that on 20 May 2022, the ESMH would organise a physical training for 

media-makers and science communicators in cooperation with the EP Liaison Office in Madrid, in the 

framework of the Science-Media Days project and on 7-10 June 2022 (t.b.c.), the ESMH was planning 

to organise its annual Summer School for young media-makers in Brussels. The Chair noted that for the 

promotion of the two events, the ESMH would like to produce video clips using the ESMH budget and 

an existing EP framework contract. 

 He reported that during the past two years, an external stakeholder monitoring service had enabled the 

ESMH and STOA to have an up-to-date overview of relevant policy developments and events. This 

enhanced stakeholder monitoring capacity helped the ESMH and STOA’s Centre for Artificial 

Intelligence (C4AI) to identify new relevant stakeholders. Based mainly on the information gathered 

through this service, the ESMH team drafted regular reports (‘ESMH Stakeholder Monitor’) for STOA 

Members with updates in six categories (Digital; Health; Science; Disinformation; Green; Events) 

according to STOA priorities. The chair noted that the ESMH would like to use a one-year external 

service contract for this purpose also in 2022. 

 The panel endorsed the continuation of the above activities and further approved all project proposals, 

agreed that the ESMH budget be used to cover any costs related to the organisation of the Science-Media 

Days event in Madrid and the ESMH Summer School (participants’ and speakers’ travel and 

accommodation costs, external support services, catering). It further agreed that the ESMH budget could 

be used for the production of further video clips, and for the procurement of an external stakeholder 

monitoring service for one year. 

4. STOA workshops and joint activities with external organisations 

4.1. STOA High-Level Roundtable on Cybersecurity, 26 April 2022, Brussels 

4.2. Proposal for a joint event with the STS forum1, May 2022 (t.b.c.), EP, Brussels 

 The chair informed Members that the organisation for both activities would proceed as described in the 

dossier and the Panel will be regularly updated on the progress made. 

5. Visits / external activities 

 The Chair informed Members that the following STOA delegations would take place before the summer 

break: 

o Milan ELLIS Unit (research on artificial intelligence; 23-25 May 2022); 

o Stockholm's tech ecosystem & Brilliant Minds conference (16-17 June 2022); 

o Joint Research Centre (JRC), Seville (18-20 July 2022). 

 Further, he informed them that the EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF) 2022 would take place from 13 to 

16 July 2022 in Leiden, The Netherlands. Key players from science, technology and innovation, 

business, communication and politics would attend this biennial event.  

 The Panel took note of the state-of-play of the authorised delegations and decided to request 

authorisation of a mission for the STOA Chair and the Vice-President responsible for STOA to attend 

ESOF 2022. 

 Panel members were then invited to submit by Tuesday, 26 April 2022, their proposals for STOA 

delegations to take place after the summer break of 2022. 

                                                 
1 Science and Technology in Society forum 
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6. Presentation of the outcomes of the study ‘Genome editing in humans: A survey of law, regulation 

and governance principles’ 

 The Chair announced that the presentation would highlight the findings of the study on ‘Genome editing 

in humans: A survey of law, regulation and governance principles’. He introduced Prof. Ana 

NORDBERG, from the Faculty of Law, Lund University (Sweden). 

 Prof. NORDBERG explained that the study was divided in a technical introduction on genome editing 

technology benefits and risks, followed by ethical, legal and societal implications as well as governance 

models and proposals. She noted afterwards a comparative analysis of existing legal frameworks was 

done, followed by proposals of governance principles and an overview of specific legal.  

 The speaker stated that in the legislation, criteria differentiated between somatic and germline 

(hereditable) genomic editing. She explained that this was scientifically outdated, too vague, and 

therefore prone to various interpretations  

 Prof. NORDBERG explained that the study proposed to maintain a general prohibition but also 

suggested to clarify concepts and create exceptions for research on treatments of serious disease. 

 She noted that there was a prohibition on genetic eugenics in the EU and several member states and that 

the study proposed to extend this to the actions of private actors but those restrictions should clearly 

exempt preventive and precision medicine. Then, she pointed out that genome-editing was in use for 

assisted reproduction techniques and that proposals to allow editing were often linked to treat serious 

diseases. The study proposed to define criteria for disease seriousness. 

 Prof. NORDBERG explained that another area of concern was somatic editing in wellness and 

cosmetics. She stated that the use of ‘human enhancement’ as a criterion for unacceptable interventions 

was too vague and therefore not useful from a legal perspective.  

 Another area of expected concerns, according to the study, was medical or reproductive travel and beauty 

and wellness tourism to countries with more permissible legislation or the lack to enforce rules.  

 Prof. NORDBERG explained that any legislation needed to be enforced accounting for fundamental 

rights and freedoms. Prof. NORDBERG also noted that the use of AI systems in gene editing was a 

future area of concern and should be considered in AI related regulation. 

 Prof. NORDBERG concluded that genome editing would provide great hope for medicine but that there 

were many ethical, social and legal questions to consider. More regulations and governance mechanisms 

were greatly needed. 

 The Chair thanked Prof NORDBERG for her presentation and acknowledged the value of the study for 

the Panel and opened the floor for discussion.  

 The Chair himself asked what in Prof. NORDBERGs opinion was the most urgent legislative measure 

to be taken. Member Pernille WEISS asked how seriousness of disease should be measured in respect 

to genetic editing in reproduction and asked Prof. NORDBERG if she could unfold her statements on 

AI a bit further. Member Maria-Manuel LEITÃO-MARQUES asked how, taking into consideration that 

the field in this area was developing very fast scientifically, legislation could be created flexible enough 

to adapt to the scientific progress and if methods the EU is using in the AI act could be adapted and 

applied in this regard. Vice-Chair  Ivars IJABS asked where in Prof. NORDBERGs opinion was between 

genetic eugenics and genetic self-enhancement and what was the rule of public opinion in this issue. 

 Prof. NORDBERG replied that the most urgent matter was to adapt the legislation in a way that research 

on the topic would not be hindered and that regulation on non-therapeutically usage should be increased. 

To the second question, she explained that usually medical criteria were used. Prof. NORDBERG 

suggested that the patients view should be taken into account as well. Related to the question of AI usage, 

She explained that AI could be a wonderful tool in precision medicine but can also be used to modify 

traits that have no therapeutic effect. She replied to Ms LEITÃO-MARQUES that the field was in her 

view indeed a fast developing one, and that therefore fast and resilient legislation was needed. 

Experience on AI legislation could be used and it was important that also in this regard patient-based 

and ethical implication were taken into account. Prof NORDBERG pointed out that the distinction 

between genome eugenics prohibition and genetic self-enhancement was a too large question to be 

discussed in this format. Related to Mr IJABS question on the public opinion on genome editing, she 
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replied that many studies have been conducted in this field to which could be referred. She highlighted 

that public opinion also shifts regularly.  

 The Chair then thanked Prof NORDBERG and announced that the study would be finalised, published 

on the STOA website, and widely distributed within and outside of the Parliament and encouraged the 

distribution of the study to relevant committees alongside with a letter from STOA to members of that 

committee. 

7. Any other business 

 The Chair explained the Panel on the new multiple framework service contract for the provision of 

external expertise to STOA over the next four years.  

 The Panel endorsed the launch of the procedure for establishing a new multiple framework service 

contract for the next four years. 

8. Date and place of next meeting 

 The Chair informed Members that the next Panel meeting would take place on Thursday, 5 May 2022, 

in Strasbourg (room t.b.d.) and remotely via Interactio, and would feature a presentation of the outcomes 

of the study on ‘Artificial intelligence and digital tools in workplace management and evaluation’. 

 

The meeting ended at 10:40. 

 

 

ANNEX 

List of participants 
 

STOA Panel members: 

Ms Kaili, Mr Ehler, Mr Ijabs, Ms D’Amato, Mr Fiocchi, Ms Galvez Munoz, Ms Leitao-Marques, Mr 

Negrescu, Mr Ropé, Mr Solé, Ms Toia, Ms Walsmann, Ms Weiss, Mr Zoido Alvarez. 

 

Scientific Foresight Unit (STOA) 

Mr Karapiperis, Mr Pataki, Ms Tanova, Ms Antunes, Ms Bandeira Morais, Mr Boucher, Ms Crivello, Ms Fáy, 

Mr García Higuera, Mr Hubar, Ms Manirambona, Ms Mpolesha, Ms Nijenhuis, Mr Vale. 

  

Other participants 

Ms Nordberg (Speaker), Mr Hiller (Director, EPRS), Mr Aguilar Mendez (Assistant to Ms Kaili), Ms 

Exenberger (Assistant to Ms Thaler), Ms Ferrario (Assistant to Ms D’Amato), Ms Ivanova (Assistant to Mr 

Hristov), Mr Katsikogiannis (Assistant to Ms Kaili), Mr Moeller (Assistant to Ms Weiss), Ms Molina Delgado 

(Assistant to Ms Gálvez Muñoz), Ms Poletti (Assistant to Mr Fiocchi), Ms Pettinelli (Assistant to Ms 

D’Amato), Ms Romanova (Assistant to Mr Hlavacek), Mr Regola (Assistant to Mr Sole), Ms Salieva 

(Assistant to Ms Alieva-Veli), Mr Silva Abreu Lopes Feio (Assistant to Ms Leitao Marques), Ms Ticu 

(Assistant to Mr Negrescu), Ms Tomaszewska-Boillot (Assitant to Mr Bielan), Ms Trencheva (Assistant to 

Mr Kanev), Mr Vuijk (Assistant to Mr Ehler), Ms Mihu (DIR Impact Assessment). Mr Salvaggio (INAB). 


