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Brussels 

The meeting opened at 16.49 on Thursday, 18 March 2021, with Massimiliano Smeriglio 
(Chair) presiding. 

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ – PE611.583v01-00 

 The draft agenda was approved. 

2. Approval of minutes of meetings 

• Meeting of D-MX of 27 January 2020 PV – PE611.552v01-00 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements 

4. Exchange of views on the finalisation of the modernisation of the EU-Mexico 
Global Agreement, 
with the participation of: 

• H. E. Mauricio Escanero Figueroa, Head of the Mission of Mexico to the 
European Union and Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg 

• Ana Pires, Latin America and Caribbean attaché, Portuguese Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union 

• Paolo Garzotti, Head of the Latin America unit, DG Trade, European Commission 
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• Katja Afheldt, Head of Division for Mexico, Central America and Caribbean, 
European External Action Service (EEAS) 

Chair Massimiliano Smeriglio opened the meeting by highlighting the strategic importance of 
the partnership between the European Union and Mexico. While remarking that the current 
crisis of COVID-19 had slowed down the strengthening of the bilateral relations, Mr Smeriglio 
hoped that the signing of this agreement would serve to re-establish a close relation between 
Mexico and the EU. In this vein, Mr Smeriglio sustained that the new agreement would further 
boost bilateral trade and investment flows, increase technical and scientific cooperation, and 
strengthen the political dialogue between the two parts. Furthermore, Mr Smeriglio remarked 
that the new global agreement included the defence of human rights, in particular those of 
women, youth, children, the LGBTQI+ community and the indigenous populations. Finally, Mr 
Smeriglio concluded by asserting that the global agreement represented an extraordinary 
opportunity to strengthen the relations between the EU and Mexico, while ensuring an 
ecological and sustainable development, urging both the European Council and the European 
Commission to sign the new agreement as soon as possible, as a way of sending a positive 
signal to Mexico, in this difficult time. 

Ana Pires, Latin America and Caribbean attaché, Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union, remarked the importance of this agreement as a tool towards achieving a green 
economic transition, social cohesion, and boosting digital industries in Mexico, all these being 
aligned with the priorities for Latin America set by the Portuguese presidency of the Council. 
In this sense, Ms Pires remarked that Latin America has been one of the regions most affected 
by the pandemic, with acute socio-economic consequences, and that recovery would only be 
possible if the EU looked beyond the borders of Europe and fostered a green transition in other 
regions, and particularly in those with strong cultural, linguistic, and political links with Europe, 
such as Latin America. In this sense, Ms Pires stressed that the new EU-Mexico agreement 
represented a milestone that would enable greater cooperation to defend human rights and 
democracy and achieve greater prosperity levels in both regions. Ms Pires concluded by urging 
the concerned parties to ratify the agreement with no further delays. 

H. E. Mauricio Escanero Figueroa, Head of the Mission of Mexico to the European Union 
and Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, began by 
recalling that, while there had not been a bilateral meeting between the EU and Mexican 
delegations since February 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the fundamental priorities 
shared by both parties kept on becoming sharper and more important. Furthermore, he recalled 
that these priorities were reflected in the JPC joint declaration of 2020, and encompassed human 
rights, achieving equality between men and women, combatting violence against women and 
girls, and fighting climate change, among several others. Later on, Mr Escanero Figueroa 
stressed the dynamism of the strategic association between Mexico and the EU, observing the 
existence of a high-level dialogue on numerous bilateral issues, as well as that of a dynamic 
economic cooperation. Additionally, the Ambassador expressed that the current pandemic 
poses a clear example of how Mexico and the EU can work together to strengthen 
multilateralism and provide global access to vaccines, particularly within the COVAX 
mechanism. On this regard, he mentioned Mexico’s efforts, alongside with Argentina’s, to 
produce vaccines for the entire region of Latin America, as well as the country’s close 
collaboration with the European Centre for Disease Prevention. Then, he emphasised the 
current Mexican presidency of CELAC as an opportunity to strengthen the dialogue between 
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CELAC and the EU. Finally, Mr Escanero Figueroa concluded by reassuring that Mexico was 
ready to sign the new global agreement, highlighting its potential for promoting political 
dialogue between Mexico and the EU, reinforcing cooperation on regional and triangular 
matters, boosting bilateral economic and business ties, and allowing both parties to move 
towards social inclusion and sustainable development.  

Paolo Garzotti, Head of the Latin America unit, DG Trade, European Commission, reminded 
members that Mexico had been a strategic partner of the EU since 2008, and that said 
partnership is based on a closed history of cultural and political ties between the two sides. 
Moreover, he stressed that the strategic partnership between Mexico and the EU extended to 
the multilateral arena, where Mexico shared EU ambitions for a rules-based trade system. 
Furthermore, he recalled that this partnership had brought extensive benefits to the parties, 
including the 62 billion euros in goods that are traded in both directions. He continued by 
pointing out the importance of a renewed agreement between Mexico and the EU amidst a much 
more interlinked global economy, a growing influence of China in Latin America, and the 
shared challenges posed by the current pandemic, climate change and the need for a sustainable 
economic transition. In this vein, he highlighted that the current agreement represented a 
significant improvement from the 2008 partnership as it grants greater transparency, security 
and stability to businesses, as well as involving higher environmental and social standards, and 
offering better opportunities for EU exporters. On this latter issue, he recalled Mexico’s 
relevance as a net importer from agricultural products from the EU, and that the Latin American 
country had agreed to over 500 European regional specifications. Additionally, Mr Garzotti 
mentioned that the agreement also offered better opportunities for industrial good imports, and 
removed barriers for services exports, by strengthening investments protection, and increasing 
the transparency of transactions.  Additionally, he claimed that small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) would also benefit from this agreement as a result of the improved transparency and 
simplification procedures. To conclude, Mr Garzotti pointed out that the agreement promoted 
common values, such as fighting climate change and corruption, and that the civil society would 
play a key role in it is implementation.  

Katja Afheldt, Head of Division for Mexico, Central America and Caribbean, European 
External Action Service (EEAS), stressed the non-trade part of the agreement, dealing with 
political cooperation. In this regard, Ms Afheldt stressed the high-level of the political dialogue 
between Mexico and the EU, including sectoral dialogues on security, climate change, and 
human rights. Ms Afheldt also reminded members that Mexico was an important partner of the 
EU at the multilateral level, including the UNSC -where Mexico currently holds a non-
permanent seat-, the Paris Agreement, the upcoming COP26, and CELAC – for which Mexico 
is the current pro-tempore president. Ms Afheldt defined Mexico as a key player in the Latin 
American region, and a crucial partner for the EU in fostering peaceful and democratic ways of 
dealing with the crisis in Venezuela and Nicaragua. Additionally, Ms Afheldt stressed the EU-
Mexico cooperation within COVAX in ensuring the global distribution of vaccines. Afterwards, 
she affirmed that both parties were facing new challenges that made it imperative to modernise 
the 1997 bilateral agreement in order to include key new elements. Amongst these elements, 
she recalled the need to expand political dialogue in order to address problematic such as 
international peace and security, human rights, rule of law, women empowerment and gender 
equality, sustainable development, countering the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
migrations and asylum, fighting against corruption and money laundering, and cybercrime. 
Lastly, Ms Afheldt recalled members that the new agreement expanded the focus on small and 
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medium enterprises (SMEs), and that it would actively engage with civil society via the new 
figure of ‘domestic advisory groups’. 

 

The MEPs focused their interventions on stressing the current political momentum to sign the 
agreement, highlighting the opportunity that the Portuguese presidency of the Council 
represented. Additionally, the acceptance of the geographical indication model and the 
framework for investments protection were recognised as landmarks of the agreement. 
Nonetheless, there were some concerns raised over a new law in the field of energy passed in 
Mexico that could potentially jeopardise the country’s commitment to fight climate change, to 
develop more renewable and clean energies, and negatively impact the sustainability criteria 
contained in the agreement. Furthermore, concerns were raised about the lack of a specific 
chapter addressing gender equality and women’s rights in the agreement. Some Members also 
raised concerns about lack of public access to the political and development pillars of the 
agreement’s text.  

Responding to the Members, Ms Ana Pires, expressed her intention that the agreement would 
be signed as soon as possible in the Council. H. E. Mauricio Escanero Figueroa ensured that 
gender quality was one of the crucial pillars of the agreement, being included in numerous parts 
of the agreement, as well as constituting one of the strategic points of Mexico’s foreign policy. 
In turn, Mr Paolo Garzotti assured Members that both the Council and the European 
Parliament were willing to move ahead with the internal process of ratification of the 
agreement. Mr Garzotti further ensured the importance of the gender element in the agreement, 
stating that the agreement included numerous binding provisions concerning gender equality. 
With regards to the new energy law in Mexico, he stated that was fully aware of the issue and 
that it had already been raised in the joint trade committee. Concerning agriculture, Mr Garzotti 
affirmed that this agreement had struck a right balance of positive impacts for the agricultural 
sectors on both sides, also mentioning that a recent study produced by the Commission on the 
impact of trade agreements on agriculture showed an overall positive impact of these 
agreements. Finally, Mr. Garzotti stressed that the trade part of the agreement had been made 
public from day one. Lastly, Ms Katja Afheldt, stressed once again the political and 
cooperation aspects of the agreement, which made it a global agreement instead of a trade 
agreement.  

The following Members spoke: Inma Rodríguez-Piñero, Javi López, Maria-Manuel 
Leitão-Marques, Jordi Cañas, Eugenia Rodríguez Palop, Diana Riba i Giner, Leila Chaibi. 

 

5. Any other business 

 Nothing to report 

6. Date and place of next meetings 

 The date and the place of next meeting will be communicated at a later stage.  

The meeting closed at 18.25. 
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