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                                                             Minutes 

 
 

 The meeting started at 9:35 with Christian EHLER, MEP in the chair. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

− The agenda was adopted.  

2. Approval of the draft minutes STOA Panel meeting of 7 April 2022  

− The draft minutes of the Panel meeting of 7 April 2022 were approved.  

3. STOA projects and other activities 

 The Chair reported that the following proposals have been received, evaluated by the secretariat, and 

approved by the STOA Bureau: 

− proposal from Vice-President Eva KAILI for a study on ‘A preparedness plan for Europe: Addressing 

food, energy and technological security’; 

− proposal from STOA Panel member Rosa D’AMATO for a study on ‘De-carbonising the fisheries 

sector: energy efficiency measures and green renewable energy solutions for fishing vessels’ 

− proposal from STOA Chair Christian EHLER for a study on ‘Academic Freedom monitor’ 

− proposal from STOA Chair Christian EHLER for a conference on ‘the State of Academic Freedom 

in Europe’ 

 The panel approved all project proposals. 

4. Visits / external activities 

 The Chair informed members about a new request for a delegation: 

 FASHIONTECH conference in Berlin on the 7 - 9 July 2022).  

 The panel approved the delegation. 

5. Date and place of next meeting 

 The Chair informed Members that the next Panel meeting would take place on Thursday, 9 June 2022, 

in Strasbourg (room t.b.d.) and remotely via Interactio. 

 

The meeting ended at 10:55. 
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ANNEX 

 

Discussion role of SAM/JRC/STOA 

− In the context of the delegation to the JRC in Seville, members held a discussion about scientific advice 

in the European institutions. The Chair shared his view that it became apparent during the pandemic that 

that the JRC was not meeting its expectations as a think tank of the Commission. Ms Galvez Munoz added 

that the JRC was making progress and was keen to increase its visibility. Mr Hlavacek echoed the Chairs 

comments and mentioned shortcomings in the Commission’s Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM), and 

how limitations in science advice could affect the quality of legislation. He further noted that EPRS was 

excellent on established topics, but less  strong in newer topics where expertise is limited. 

 

Presentation of the outcomes of the study ‘Artificial intelligence and digital tools in workplace 

management and evaluation: An assessment of the EU’s legal framework’ 

 There was a presentation and discussion of the STOA study on ‘Artificial intelligence and digital tools 

in workplace management and evaluation: An assessment of the EU’s legal framework’.  

 Prof. DE STEFANO explained that the study was a work of legal scholarship and focused on options 

for regulating the use of AI-enabled and algorithmic management systems in the world of work under 

EU law. A main finding was that AI is not primarily introduced to benefit workers. He summarised 

several potential risks of AI and outlined policy options to address them, including elements of the AI 

act, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), EU anti-discrimination laws and EU occupational 

safety and health (OSH) rules, as well as improved communication and consultation.  

 The Q&A and discussion with members included how AI could be used to benefit workers at the 

workplace, how gender discrimination could be prevented, how to engage trade unions in the debate, 

and whether there were known examples of AI being implemented to deliberately harm workers. 

 The Panel agreed that the study would be finalised, published on the STOA website, and widely 

distributed within and outside of the Parliament and encouraged the distribution of the study to relevant 

committees alongside with a letter from STOA to members of that committee. 
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