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Brussels 

The meeting opened on Thursday 12 May 2022 at 13.52, with Jordi Cañas (Chair) presiding. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda OJ - PE596.567v01-00 

The draft agenda was adopted. 

2. Approval of minutes of meetings 

• DMER meeting of 3 February 2022 PV - PE596.566v01-00 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair announced that the meeting papers included the final report of the European 
Union electoral observation mission for the regional and local elections held in Venezuela 
on 21 November 2021. 

4. Exchange of views on the political situation following the 2021 regional and local 
elections in Venezuela 

The Deputy Executive Director of the EEAS reiterated the EU’s commitment to the 
people of Venezuela and to finding a negotiated and peaceful solution, with free and 
transparent elections, and therefore supported the negotiation process led by Mexico. He 
noted that since the 2021 elections, no significant improvements had been forthcoming at 
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the political level, although some progress had been made at the economic level, and 
observed a greater commitment of some states in the region to the regime, which would 
appear to have shored it up. 

Juan Guaidó (interim President of Venezuela) deplored the regime’s machinations to 
remain in power and the fact that it had not created the conditions for an improvement in 
the political climate, and hoped that the negotiations in Mexico would culminate in a 
comprehensive agreement, with a clear timeline towards free elections, allowing the 
restoration of political rights. He called for the sanctions against the regime, which should 
be opposed just like Russia, Belarus or Nicaragua, to be maintained. 
 
  

Leopoldo López Mendoza (Voluntad Popular) stressed that the economic and social 
conditions has worsened in Venezuela, with rise in the production and trafficking of 
drugs and ‘blood gold’ (from illegal mining), together with falling oil production and 
rising corruption, which he attributed to the regime. 

Henrique Capriles (Primero Justicia) took the view that a purely political approach could 
no longer be taken to the conflict and highlighted the high levels of inequality and 
poverty in Venezuela. He proposed an approach seeking to achieve progress in the 
political, economic and social spheres and the alignment of positions with international 
stakeholders. 

María Corina Machado (Vente Venezuela) agreed with the previous speakers that poverty 
and inequality were on the rise and that essential services were lacking. She believed that 
the Maduro regime would not relinquish power and deplored the regime’s dominant 
position in respect of conditions for negotiating a political agreement. 

Nicmer Evans (Movimiento Democracia e Inclusión) expressed his regret at the lack of a 
united opposition with common objectives, which was proving to be a source of 
disillusionment among the opposition electorate. He called for a joint opposition strategy 
and programme for the next elections. 

Antonio Ecarri (Alianza del Lápiz) spoke about the new demands of a younger generation 
of Venezuelans, which was less dependent on the state and more entrepreneurial, focused 
on improvements in basic services such as education and child nutrition. 

Gerardo Blyde (Plataforma Unitaria) believed that when the negotiation process between 
the regime and the opposition resumed it would pave the way for fair and democratic 
elections and stressed the need for electoral and institutional guarantees (many of which 
had been set out in the recommendations of the EU Observation Mission) ensuring fair 
elections. 

Roberto Abdul (‘Súmate’ civil society association) outlined a series of measures taken by 
the regime, such as the re-holding of elections in the state of Barinas, obstruction of the 
presidential recall referendum procedure, limitations on voting by Venezuelans living 
abroad, and the reduction of the number of members of the Supreme Court, which he saw 
as an obstacle to openness. 

On the whole, the speakers were united by gratitude to the EU for its presence as an 
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electoral observer in Venezuela in November 2021 and the belief that the conclusions of 
the electoral observation mission report were of great value and should be implemented. 
Many of them also agreed that Nicolás Maduro’s regime was part of a wider community 
of interests with other autocracies such as the Russian Government. 

The Members stressed the need for dialogue in Venezuela, and their hope for a peaceful 
and negotiated solution to the political crisis. They also reiterated their concern about the 
food crisis and humanitarian situation in the country and about Venezuelan migrants.  

Speakers: Stelios Kouloglou, Mónica Silvana González, Sandra Pereira, Leopoldo López 
Gil, Jordi Cañas, Josep Puxeu (EESC). 

5. Other business 

None. 
 

6. Date and place of next meeting 

 The Chair announced that the date and place of the next delegation meeting would be 
communicated in due course. 

The meeting closed at 15.51. 
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