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Questions to the Greek government (Minister of Justice/ Secretary General of the 

Hellenic Ministry of Justice) 

 

1. Concerning the protection of journalists and media freedom, we witnessed 

worrying instances with the killing of Giorgos Karaivaz, the murder threats against 

Kostas Vaxevanis, the use of spyware against Stavros Malichudis and Thanasis 

Koukakis, and intimidation of Dutch journalist Ingeborg Beugel. In addition, in this 

year’s World Press Freedom Index, Greece fell to the lowest ranking of any EU 

Member State (place 108). 

 Concerning the investigation into the murder of Giorgos Karaivaz, what is 

the current state of affairs and what steps will the Greek government take to 

make sure that the police and the investigation have all the necessary means 

at their disposal? Would you consider using the expertise of Europol in this 

investigation? Does the government agree that the fact that there is no 

meaningful progress in the investigation causes a grave chilling effect on 

the freedom of speech? 

 Concerning the use of spyware against journalists (Predator), what 

explanation does the Greek government have for the apparent lack of clarity 

on the necessary approval procedures for the use of such surveillance 

methods? Has this use been approved? And if so, by which institution?  If 



not, how could such spyware be used outside the required approval 

procedures? What investigations have been launched to clarify the use of 

Predator and the applicable approval procedures? 

 Regarding the proliferation of threats against journalists covering stories 

related to asylum and migration, there appears to be a pattern of obstructing 

access to sites of arrival and reception by the Greek authorities. How will 

the Greek government ensure that journalists can freely and safely report on 

issues related to asylum and migration, including by reporting from the 

primary points of interests? 

 

2. Regarding the Novartis scandal, prosecutor Touloupaki was removed from the case 

and charged for criminal offences (abuse of power and dereliction of duty), most of 

the charges were dropped against the high-level government officials, the names of 

whistle-blowers were attempted to be uncovered, and journalists who revealed the 

scandal were prosecuted. 

 In light of the fact that Novartis has agreed a settlement with the US 

authorities worth 347 million USD, acknowledging the illegal payments to 

Greek health care entities, why has the Greek government not supported 

further investigations, primarily the one by Ms Touloupaki? 

 Who exactly initiated the prosecution of Ms Touloupaki and who else is 

under investigation for similar charges? 

 How do you explain the paradox that the same material gathered by Ms 

Touloupaki is reason to charge her but at the same time is also used in a 

case against Novartis?  

 Has the Novartis case been taken up by the EPPO? How many other cases 

involving Greece are currently pending at the EPPO? 

 

3. The newly founded National Transparency Authority is now entrusted with major 

investigations, such as in the case of the use of spyware against journalists and in 

the case of pushbacks of refugees and migrants.  

 Does the NTA meet the criteria on independence stemming from the Greek 

Constitution (spec. Art. 101A)?  



 How will the Greek government ensure that the highest standards of 

independence and impartiality apply to the NTA, so as to avoid any 

impression of partiality and to build trust in this important institution? 

 

4. As regards the protection of whistle-blowers, the Commission started an 

infringement procedure against Greece in January 2022 by sending a letter of 

formal notice, for non-implementation of the EU Whistle-blower Directive. 

 What actions has the Greek government taken to respond to this step of the 

Commission to enforce EU law and how will the Greek government ensure 

the full implementation of the Directive? 

 

5. Regarding reports of pushbacks, the Commission has recommended that Greece 

carry out independent investigations into those reported incidents.  

 What investigations has Greece so far started and what has been the 

outcome? 

 Will Greece look at international and European investigations in this 

context, including the recent OLAF report into the role of Frontex, leading 

to the departure of Mr Leggeri from the Agency? 

 What actions will follow from such possible investigations? 

 

6. Regarding the civil society space, the registration requirements for NGOs working 

in the field of asylum, migration and inclusion have been widely criticised. There 

have also been cases of rejected NGOs that have a long record of accomplishment 

of human rights reporting. 

 How will the Greek government evaluate whether the requirements do not 

go beyond what is strictly necessary and proportionate? 

 In pending individual cases, how will a fair procedure be provided to ensure 

a proper review of the rejected applications for registration? 

 

7. In the course of the last DRFMG meeting, you stated that you initiated proceedings 

against Novartis. Can you specify what kind of proceedings these are and what the 

basis of evidence is for these proceedings?   



8. How is it possible that there is enough evidence to initiate proceedings against 

Novartis, but that the cases against the formerly accused politicians have been 

dropped? 

9. What was the process of dropping the proceedings formerly initiated by former 

prosecutor Mrs Touloupaki in the Novartis case? Who has taken the decision of 

dropping the proceedings? Was there any involvement by the ministry of justice or 

other government bodies? 

10. You defended the possible use of the spyware Predator by the Greek Government, 

saying that if the Greek authorities used it, they would have done so in a legal 

manner authorised by a judge. Could you specify what the procedure in Greece is 

for the authorisation of a surveillance method with such a broad scope as Predator 

and what are the conditions for its authorisations that would ensure a legal use? 

11. The GRECO report of 2021 showed some serious obstacles in the investigation of 

police violence. In the course of the death of queer activist Zak Kostopoulos four 

police officers who had been charged with fatal bodily harm were acquitted on all 

charges. According to the GRECO report, additional safeguards are needed to 

guarantee the objectivity of investigation and the impartiality of the investigative 

body when police officers are involved. Which measures will you take to react on 

these shortcomings? 

12. Among other members of the government, Prime Minister Mr. Mitsotakis and 

Minister of Development Adonis Georgiadis have publicly prejudged the outcome 

of pending judicial procedures and ongoing trials with regard to the Novartis case, 

by vehemently asserting either the innocence of their involved allies or the guilt of 

the former public prosecutor for anti-corruption, journalists, and political 

adversaries. How do such crude interventions of chief government officials in the 

functioning of the judiciary and Justice itself comply with the rule of law and the 

presumption of innocence? 

13. During your April 28 attendance of the DRFMG meeting, you were confronted 

with questions regarding the government’s reluctance to incorporate the EU 

Whistleblower Directive, to which you explicitly replied with an assurance that the 

Ministry of Justice would put the new draft law up for public consultation 

“tomorrow morning” (sic), i.e. on the 29th of April. As of the time of submission of 

present queries (May 11), no such document has been posted on opengov.gr (the 



public consultation site), therefore the government has clearly not held up to its 

pledge. Why does the Greek government appear so disinclined to integrate said EU 

legislation that it reaches the point of practicing institutional trickery against the 

European Parliament? 

14. Facts have recently surfaced regarding the recent quite irregular surveillance case 

against investigative journalist Thanassis Koukakis, both by the Hellenic National 

Intelligence Service and by means of the Predator spyware. Given that in 2020 the 

PM-supervised HNIS purchased surveillance software from RCS Lab and that 

Citizen Lab considers it highly unlikely for private parties to have acquired 

Predator, do you confirm or refute that the Greek authorities have obtained said 

spyware? Furthermore, why did the Greek government rush to amend the 

provisions on the right of monitored persons to post-surveillance notification 

following Koukakis’ relevant claim with the Hellenic Authority for Communication 

Security and Privacy? 

15. Reliable NGO Govwatch has recently published research findings according to 

which at least 200 cases have been recorded of violations or suspected violations of 

the rule of law in Greece, in 2021 and 2022 alone. How is such profound disdain 

for legality on behalf of the Greek government compatible with the EU acquis? 

16. Considering Greece’s whopping 38-place downfall in RSF’s 2022 World Press 

Freedom Index which makes it the worst EU country for media freedom, how do 

you comment the stagnation in the police investigations regarding the homicide of 

journalist Yiorgos Karaivaz, and what has been the Greek government’s input in 

the anti-SLAPP draft EU directive? 

 
 

 


