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Question to the Minister of Justice

 The latest European Commission's Rule of Law report welcomes that Greece is taking forward a

wide range of anti-corruption reforms, but some practical issues remain, notably as regards

resources for investigating corruption and delays in the management of court files. Can you

explain to us how the Government has addressed this issue?

 Regarding the questions around the Novartis scandal, can you explain why this company is

enjoying immunity from prosecution and why compensation is excluded, even though the

company has agreed to pay 345 million dollars in the US, and even though the Greek government

pledged to seek compensation from the company?

 Can the Minister please give an update of the investigations and prosecutions following the murder

of Greek journalist Karaivaz?

 What is the plan of the Greek government to ensure the freedom and safety of journalists? Does

the government agree that investigative journalists should be protected and not intimated,

including from high level public officials?

 It is welcome that indicators show gradual improvement of the perception of corruption in Greece,

although it still remains high. Can you elaborate on the contents of the new anticorruption plan for

2022-2025 and how it should tackle the challenges identified in the latest GRECO report?

 Research has revealed that refugees and asylum seekers prosecuted under the crime of “facilitating

illegal entry”, often leads to arrest without legal assistance, excessive pre-trial detention, lack of

translations and representation by unprepared lawyers. The trials are often extremely short, and
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with long sentences: In 2019 the average trial lasted around 30 minutes, leading to an average

sentence of 44 years. Is this data characteristic of the functioning of the prosecution system in

Greece? Or is this extraordinary? What justifies this?

 How do Greek authorities decide who is guilty for facilitating illegal entry when there is a lack of

evidence? What are the main criteria you use? How are you instructed to carry out anti-smuggling

policing?

 What access to legal remedies do people have to challenge their prosecution under these laws?

This, bearing in mind that if you are an asylum seeker, you often arrive with very little or no

money and no connections.

 Further to that, what is the protocol of appeal hearings? The appeals of NGO worker Sean Binder

and asylum seekers Amir Zahiri and Akif Razuli have been postponed for months with little

explanation. Are there specific rules on adjournments and what justifications are there to do so

under Greek law?


