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MINUTES

of the meeting of 3 February 2022, 11:00-13:00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 11.07 on Thursday, 3 February 2022, with Jos¢ Manuel Fernandes
(Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda 0J - PE623.075v01-01

The draft agenda was approved as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of

e 15 April 2021 PV - PE623.073v01-00

The minutes were adopted.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair informed members that the Conference of Presidents (CoP) had decided at
its meeting on 12 January 12 2022 that the visit requested by D-BR to Brazil in week
21 could only take place remotely. He explained that the reason given for this decision
was that there had not been a visit by the Brazilian delegation to the European
Parliament since the last D-BR visit to Brazil, as set out in the implementing rules for
delegation visits.

He recalled that a high-profile visit led by the then President of the Chamber of
Deputies, Rodrigo Maia, here to Brussels, had to be cancelled at the last minute in 2020
due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.
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He underlined that a remote mission could not fulfil the real purpose of inter-
parliamentary diplomacy, which is to have a personal exchange of views with our
friends and colleagues in Brazil and to visit EU-funded projects face-to-face. The Chair
announced that he would ask the Conference of Delegation Chairs to discuss this matter
at its next meeting on 15 February.

4. Exchange of views on the political and economic situation in Brazil

Marcos Bezerra Abbott Galvao, Ambassador of Brazil to the EU, highlighted that 2022
is election year in Brazil with the first round scheduled for 2 October (second round —
if necessary — on 30 October). He expressed full confidence into the Brazilian electronic
voting system, which was introduced in 1996. Since then no evidence of fraud has been
found. He stressed that the whole process is permanently audited and the system
subjected to increasingly tough public tests before, during and after voting and vote
count. The ambassador said there is an under-representation of women, despite the 30%
minimum quota requirement for candidacies, access to public electoral campaign funds
and free media time. In Brazil, women were 52.5% of voters. Women held only 15% of
seats in the Senate and in the House. Abbott pointed out that a second challenge in the
election process was the number of political parties. There were 15 parties represented
in the Senate, and 24 in the House. Though legal adjustments were introduced aimed at
bringing that number down, but — as in the case of female representation — reforms had
been insufficient.

The Ambassador underlined that Brazil has a vibrant democracy and strong institutions.
Regarding the economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Ambassador said that
Brazil’s GDP fell by 4.1% in 2020, but it was expected to have grown by 4.5% in 2021
and to remain rather stable in 2022. Unemployment rose from 11.9% in 2019 to 13.5%
in 2020 and inflation jumped from 4.3% in 2019 to 10.06% last year.

Regarding the pandemic situation the Ambassador quoted the most recent vaccination
numbers in Brazil and Europe: 76.8% of Brazil’s total population had received their first
dose — that number in the EU-EEA area was 74.3%; 69.8% of Brazilians had received
two doses — in the EU/EEA, 70.1%. He stressed that the numbers were today equal.

Veronique Lorenzo, Head of South America Division, European External Action
Service, said that there has been a reset of EU-Brazil relations. She reported that two
high level visits took place in November last year, one by HR/VP Josep Borrell (3-5
November), and another one by the EU Special Representative for Human Rights,
Eamon Gilmore (30 November-2 December). Borrell’s talks with the Brazilian
government focussed on climate change, illegal deforestation in the Amazon, the EU-
Mercosur Association Agreement. Brazil’s accession bid to join the OECD and
cooperation in the areas of security and defence. Lorenzo underlined that the visit by
Borrell, his first to Latin America as HR/VP, was instrumental for both sides to reengage
as strategic partners. Mr Gilmore visited Belem, a city that is emblematic for the
environmental and human rights challenges facing Brazil. The meetings held in Belem
had contributed to inform the 10th EU-BR Human Rights Dialogue, which the EUSR
co-chaired on 1 December in Brasilia, featuring substantive and constructive exchanges
in all, matters (COVID-19, minorities and vulnerable groups, Women’s rights, Human
rights defenders, etc.). Lorenzo said that follow-up to both visits should be ensured in
the context of the incoming EU-BR Dialogues for 2022 (foreign affairs, human rights,
etc.) and by identifying concrete cooperation initiatives. She also mentioned the
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opportunity of enhancing parliamentary engagement, idea that was supported by the
Brazilian Ambassador, who stressed the great interest by the Brazilian Congress to
intensify interactions with the European Parliament

Frédéric Louault, Professor at the Department for political sciences (Université Libre
de Bruxelles, ULB) drew Members’ attention to the fact that researchers in Brazil are
working under increasingly difficult circumstances, suffering extreme budget cuts and
receiving threats because of their research. Professor Louault pointed out that at the
upcoming elections (2 October) it could happen for the first time in the history of the
New Republic that an incumbent president and candidate for re-election (Jair
Bolsonaro) was not re-elected. Ex-President Lula is leading in current opinion polls,
twenty years after his election to the presidency in October 2002. Professor Louault
listed the main issues of the upcoming elections on 2 October, which would be 1) the
revival of the economy, 2) the management of the health crisis (a polarizing issue, which
feeds dissents (freedom vs. protection), 3) corruption, 4) violence and public security.
Environment and foreign policy issues should play a less prominent role in the election
campaign. Professor Louault pointed out that the elections in Brazil could replicate
some of the trends seen in other electoral processes in the region such as increasing
polarisation, lack of trust in the institutions, and a weakening of the political forces in
power. He said a series of elements should be monitored including the political offer,
the emerging of an alternative to Lula/Bolsonaro, the risks of physical attacks against
both of them, and the measures, which will be taken to address political violence.
Louault stressed a number of difficulties for Bolsonaro to defend his possible candidacy,
including lower credibility on his anti-corruption agenda, which might push him to
increase institutional tensions, especially with state and local governments. The role of
the electoral authorities, notably on social media, of the armed forces and the
evangelical churches should be also followed. Professor Louault did not consider a
direct intervention of the army to regulate the political system to be a plausible scenario.
However, he warned that in the event of a narrow defeat, Bolsonaro could contest the
election result and call on his activists to take to the streets and invade Congress, the
Supreme Court and the Supreme Electoral Court.

The following Members spoke: Jos¢ Manuel Fernandes (EPP, Portugal), Manuel
Pizarro (S&D, Portugal), Leopoldo Lopez Gil (EPP, Spain)

5. Exchange of views on the Green Deal — Team Europe-Brazil Framework for
Sustainable Investment and Recovery

Marcos Galvao, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the European
Union, underlined that opinion polls clearly show that the concerns of Brazilian public
opinion with climate change and its grave potential consequences are as high as those
of European citizens. He pointed out that one of the most visible and important
transformations regarding environmental issues in Brazil was the mobilisation and
engagement of the private sector. The Ambassador stressed that in 2021, it had been
estimated that 48.4% of Brazil’s energy matrix was supported by renewable sources
compared to the OECD average of 11% and the EU’s 22%. As for the generation of
electricity, 84.8% came from renewable sources, particularly from hydropower (2/3 of
the total), sugarcane biomass (9.1%) and wind power (8.8%). The OECD average was
27% in 2019 and in the EU 37%.The per capita carbon emissions associated with energy
generation and consumption, in Brazil is 1.9 t of CO2 and in the EU, 6.1 tons. He pointed

PV\1250112EN.docx 3/10 PE623.076v01-00

EN



out that Brazil has many comparative advantages in the field of renewable energies,
such hydroelectric power, wind power, green hydrogen (hydrogen produced using
electricity generated from renewable sources) and bio diesel and aviation biofuel. The
Ambassador highlighted that since 2012 an estimated 6.6 billion euros had been
invested in solar energy generation in Brazil. Investment in wind power generation was
estimated to have amounted to 32 billion euros from 2011 to 2019. Forecasts project
that installed generation capacity would expand by 60% until 2026.

Veronique Lorenzo, Head of South America Division, European External Action
Service stressed that the Green Deal is central to the EU’s own priorities. The Green
Deal features prominently in all EU-Brazil dialogues, one of the main instruments for
bi-lateral cooperation. For example, the last annual dialogue focussed on biodiversity
and water, and waste management. Ms Lorenzo underlined the importance of the “Team
Europe approach”, which combines resources from the EU, its Member States and
European financial institutions, to promote the Green Deal in Brazil.

Florian Liitticken, Head of Sector South America, DG INTPA, European Commission
pointed out that the key question for EU-Brazil cooperation was how the EU can achieve
an impact. Brazil is one of the fifteen biggest economies in the world and had a
population of more than 210 million people. He said that this was contrasted by the fact
that the EU had provided 70 million euros for bilateral cooperation for 7 years. The very
limited financial envelopes available call for a need for focus and clear prioritisation of
actions on a very limited number of sectors answering joint interests, , with particular
view to addressing global challenges. Mr Liitticken underlined the constructive role
Brazil had played at the COP 26 in Glasgow, which was also due to the EU continuously
seeking dialogue with Brazil, as Team Europe. Despite having few resources for Brazil,
the EU managed to support 54 projects related to Amazon conservation and sustainable
use, and indigenous peoples’ rights, summing EUR 166 million. Liitticken also referred
to the regional Programme Al Invest Verde, which aims to support the transition towards
a low-carbon, resource-efficient and a more circular economy in Latin America.
Concluding, Liitticken highlighted the successful Team Europe Covid Response, which
provided vaccines via the COVAX facility, medication and medical equipment via the
EU’s crisis response mechanism, launched information campaigns and provided a
financing of EUR 635 Million in loans mobilised by European Financial Institutions.

The following Members spoke: Jos¢ Manuel Fernandes (EPP, Portugal), Manuel
Pizarro (S&D, Portugal)

6. Exchange of views on cooperation to address the fight against poverty, hunger
and inequality in Brazil

Marcos Galvao, Ambassador of the Federative Republic of Brazil to the European
Union, said that response efforts by the Brazilian government to the social impact of the
pandemic were large in scale. In 2020, additional public support programs had
amounted to 7% of GDP and 16% of total public expenditure. 43% of that was invested
in a direct cash transfer program to more vulnerable Brazilians estimated to have
benefitted close to 68 million persons. In 2021, these emergency support programs
absorbed approximately 2.8% of public expenditure and 1.3% of GDP. For 2022, the
main longstanding federal social support program was enlarged to benefit an additional
3 million families. Official estimates indicate that it now should reach about 17 million
families. The Ambassador pointed out that according to the ECLAC/CEPAL 2021
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Social Panorama of Latin America Brazil were the only country in the region where
decreases in poverty and extreme poverty occurred in 2020, of 1.8% and 0.7%
respectively. Cash transfers were the main reason for that. Mr Galvao highlighted that,
there had been a hike in food insecurity from 31.9 to 40.9% between 2019 to 2020 in
Latin America and the Caribbean. H elaborated that in Brazil, in 2018, according to the
most recent published IBGE surveys, combined moderate and severe food insecurity
stood at 11.6% for urban populations, 19.3% for rural areas. Calculations published by
a non-government network estimated that, jointly, moderate or severe food insecurity
in Brazil rose to 20.5% in 2020.

Veronique Lorenzo, Head of South America Division, European External Action
Service, stressed that poverty and inequality are a common priority in EU and Brazil
aligning to the UN 2030 agenda. She said that different dialogues and mechanisms for
EU-Brazil relations addressed these issues. In this context, she highlighted the
importance of the Memorandum of Understanding on Trilateral Cooperation, which was
signed during Mr. Josep Borrell’s visit to Brazil last November with the Brazilian
Foreign Affairs Minister Carlos Alberto Franco Franca and in which both sides
reaffirmed their commitment to combat hunger, poverty and inequality. She pointed out
that the EU had to restructure its aid in response to the Covid-19 pandemic and its
consequences. The EU mobilised EUR 600 million in loans to support the most
vulnerable groups, women, children and the indigenous population. Ms Lorenzo
underlined the high priority that human rights have in bilateral cooperation.

Florian Liitticken, Head of Sector South America, DG INTPA, European Commission
explained that the EU will continue to address poverty and inequality directly through
specific programmes, but also by making sure that programmes in other areas contribute
to addressing these issues. He gave as examples EUROsociAL, the EU flagship program
for social cohesion currently active in 30 areas in Brazil, support to indigenous groups
in the legal Amazon and the important human rights and civil society programmes. Mr
Liitticken explained that the EU worked a lot on policy frameworks. He estimated that
Brazil’s accession talks to the OECD would provide a good opportunity for cooperation
where the EU could jointly work with its Brazilian counterparts to achieve more
common standards, norms and legal frameworks. He pointed out that in a diverse and
institutionally advanced country such as Brazil, the EU had the opportunity to work with
many different actors, the central government, but also regional and Ilocal
administrations, private sector, civil society, research and academic institutions, NGOs
etc. In this context, he EU’s thematic programmes will continue to be important for
Brazil, most notably on human rights, civil society and global challenges.

The following Members spoke: Jos¢ Manuel Fernandes (EPP, Portugal), Manuel
Pizarro (S&D, Portugal)

7. Any other business

There was no other business.
8. Date and place of next meeting

The Chair informed the Members that the secretariat would provide the date of the
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delegation’s next meeting in due time.

The meeting closed at 12.50.
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