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Editorial by Karima Delli 

Dear colleagues and friends, 
 

During our last meeting, the TRAN Committee and its Members were 
very grateful of the opportunity to welcome Mr Oleksandr Kubrakov, 
Ukrainian Minister of Infrastructure together with two Ukrainian 
Members of Parliament. They presented the situation on the ground, the 
current and future needs of the country. The TRAN committee will 
continue to do its best to support Ukraine. 
 
Our Committee also voted on two opinions this month; one on the Renewable Energy Directive and the other on 
the Energy Taxation Directive. We also discussed the amendments tabled on FuelEU Maritime and the 
Implementation of the Updated New Industrial Strategy. 
 
Members of the Committee also had the opportunity to listen to five experts during the workshop on “transport 
multimodality in the EU” with interesting presentations showing a comparative assessment of the sustainability 
of the different modes of transport and the benefits of multimodality. Finally, we held an exchange of views with 
the Commission on the Public Service Obligations (PSO) interpretative guidelines. 
 

 

In this edition... 
 

Meeting on 16-17 May 2022  

 Policy Department workshop on "Aviation, maritime 
and rail transport in a multimodal EU transport 
system: comparative advantages between modes and 
efficiency gains of integration" 

 Implementation of the Updated New Industrial 
Strategy for Europe: aligning spending to policy 

 Exchange of views with Oleksandr Kubrakov, 
Ukrainian Minister of Infrastructure 

 Restructuring the Union framework for the taxation 
of energy products and electricity (recast) 

 Renewable Energy Directive 

 Feedback on the TRAN mission to Madeira (11-13 
April 2022) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on Public 
Service Obligations (PSO) interpretative guidelines 

 The use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in 
maritime transport and amending Directive 
2009/16/EC 

 

 
 
 

Restructuring the Union framework for the 

taxation of energy products and electricity 

(recast) 

Vote on draft opinion 
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D) 
o Vote in the main Committee (ECON): June 2022 
 

Result of the vote: 36 in favour, 10 against, 
2 abstentions. 
 

Renewable Energy Directive 

Vote on draft opinion 
o Rapporteur: Barbara THALER (PPE) 
o Vote in the main Committee (ITRE): July 2022 (tbc) 
 

Result of the vote: 30 in favour, 9 against, 
9 abstentions. 
 



Committee on Transport and Tourism 

2/4 

 
 

The use of renewable and low-carbon fuels 

in maritime transport and amending 

Directive 2009/16/EC 

Consideration of amendments 
o Rapporteur: Jörgen WARBORN (PPE) 
o Vote in TRAN: July 2022 
 

The TRAN Committee held a discussion on the 690 
amendments tabled in TRAN on the FuelEU Maritime 
proposal. The views expressed were largely in line with 
previous discussions held in the Committee on this 
topic. The Rapporteur and shadows of certain groups 
emphasised the need to preserve the competitiveness 
of the sector while supporting the main elements of 
the Commission proposal, including the scope and 
level of ambition for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Other shadows called for more ambitious 
targets, an enlarged scope and more stringent 
requirements for both ship operators and ports. 
Finally, there was a debate on principles for the 
conduct of EP-internal negotiations ahead of the vote 
in TRAN scheduled for 12 July. Certain groups stressed 
the importance of some of their amendments being 
reflected in the final compromise text as a 
precondition of securing a broad majority in 
Committee. 
 

Implementation of the Updated New 

Industrial Strategy for Europe: aligning 

spending to policy 

 Consideration of amendments 
o Rapporteur: Carlo FIDANZA (ECR) 
o Vote in TRAN: June 2022 
 

The Rapporteur, Mr Fidanza, thanked the Members for 
their valuable contributions. Regarding the 
compromise amendments, he stated that priority 
would be given to amendments focusing on tourism 
while trying to be as inclusive as possible. He then 
highlighted the main elements that he intends to 
include in the compromise amendments such as the 
lack of specific funding for the tourism industry, the 
importance of SMEs in the sector, and the need to 
encourage training. He also insisted on the inclusion of 
the industry in the EU data strategy and the completion 
of the TEN-T to enhance mobility and boost tourism.  
In the following discussion, all the Members thanked 
the Rapporteur for his work and most of them agreed 
with the points made. Some Members called for the 
creation of a European Tourism Agency and the 
European Tourism Union as well as a dedicated budget 
for the sector. 
 

"Aviation, maritime and rail transport in a 

multimodal EU transport system: 

comparative advantages between modes 

and efficiency gains of integration" 

Policy Department workshop  
 

Four experts intervened in this workshop and each of 
them focused on a different mode of transport, making 
a comparative assessment of their sustainability. They 
noted the benefits of multimodality, taking into 
account diverse passengers’ perspectives and modal 
choice of behavior and presenting future scenarios of 
mobility. Connectivity indicators and data collection on 
passengers’ needs are crucial aspects to evaluate as 
well as the need for a European mind-set to achieve 
multimodal transportation. Members highlighted the 
importance of connecting ports and airports by rail, to 
avoid congestion and encourage multimodality, they 
reminded about the necessity to establish an efficient 
Single European Railway area and improve 
digitalization and sharing of data and they expressed 
their concerns about negative externalities. 
 

Exchange of views with Oleksandr 

Kubrakov, Ukrainian Minister of 

Infrastructure  

Emilie GOMEZ © European Union 2022 - Source : EP 
 

The Ukrainian Minister of Infrastructure stressed the 
destruction of 30% Ukrainian infrastructure caused by 
the war such as the destruction of 7 airports, 144 
thousand kilometres of roads, 1242 bridges, and 
almost 6.3 thousand kilometres of railways. As 70% of 
Ukrainian exports were carried by sea, the massive 
blockade imposed by Russian forces on all Black and 
Azov seaports are the main cause of the export crisis. 
As alternative transit through the ports of the Danube 
Maritime Cluster can only cover 4% of global transport 
needs, connections need therefore to be made with 
Romania, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia to improve the 
logistics of grain delivery and which will be facilitated 
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thanks to the liberalisation of transit road freight from 
Ukraine to the EU. He additionally discussed the 
implications of the war on the aviation industry and 
asked for an opening of EU fleets to Ukrainian airlines, 
requesting for cargo operations at EU departure. He 
finally mentioned the interest of his government to 
join EU projects in renewable energy, the creation of 
biofuels and electric transports. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, TRAN Members expressed 
their support and solidarity, informing about the TRAN 
mission to Romania visiting this month the Romanian 
ports close to Ukrainian border. Some Members also 
requested an in situ mission to Ukraine to experience, 
first-hand, the implications of the war. Likewise, others 
proposed the creation of a collaborative working 
structure in order to establish common reflections, 
such as aligning the rail gauges to the standard EU 
ones. Most Members strongly support the extension of 
the TEN-T to Ukraine and called for the creation of a 
special fund dedicated to Ukraine’s reconstruction.  
 

Feedback on the TRAN mission to Madeira 

(11-13 April 2022) 
 

TRAN mission to Madeira (Portugal) took place from 11 
to 13 April 2022. It was the first mission after the 
pandemic. 
 
Mr Marinescu (EPP) who chaired this delegation, 
summed up the main outcomes of the mission and 
thanked both MEPs from Madeira - Ms Monteiro and 
Ms Cerdas - for their help on setting up a well-balanced 
programme. 
 
Members considered this as very successful mission, as 
the delegation met the key actors for both transport 
and tourism sectors and learned a lot about the 
outermost regions specific needs. That is especially 
important at a time when TRAN works on the key 
legislative package “Fit for 55”. Everyone understood 
well what the future brings and what needs to be done 
to achieve common EU goals, such as reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to the new 
climate challenges.  
 
 
 

Exchange of views with the Commission on 

Public Service Obligations (PSO) 

interpretative guidelines 

 

DG MOVE Director Kristian Schmidt presented the EC 
interpretative guidelines on Public Service Obligations 
(PSO). He clarified that a revision of the original 2014 
Interpretative Guidelines is needed to take account of 
the new provisions that were introduced by the Fourth 
Railway Package in 2016 and to reflect recent 
European Courts jurisprudence. He also stated that the 
guidelines do not intend to create new rules and they 
should be a tool to facilitate enforcement and help 
Member States to avoid infringements. 
 
Members appreciated the opportunity to comment on 
the matter but they also believe that the current draft 
of the interpretative guidelines can be improved. They 
contested the fact that the Commission attempts to 
limit the scope of public service obligations, linking 
them to the demonstration of an ex-ante user demand. 
Mobility policies should not only be oriented to 
satisfied financial needs but also social and 
environmental objectives and they should focus on 
sustainable mobility planning and modal shift. The EC 
agreed on these principles and will issue a revised 
version in the next months. 
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda  

Wednesday 15 June, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 18.30 and Thursday 16 June, 9.00 – 12.30 

 Votes on draft opinion on Implementation of the Updated New Industrial Strategy for 
Europe: aligning spending to policy 

 Consideration of draft reports on: 
o Action plan to boost long distance and cross border passenger rail 
o Amending Directive 2010/40/EU on the framework for the deployment of Intelligent 

Transport Systems in the field of road transport and for interfaces with other modes of 
transport 

 Consideration of draft opinion on Improving working conditions in platform work 

 Public hearing on Delivering multimodal ticketing for smarter travel 

 Meeting of the Tourism Task Force: Exchange of views on the promotion of “Destination 
Europe” 

 Exchange of views with Eamonn Brennan, Director General of Eurocontrol, on the 
consequences of the situation in Ukraine 

 Presentation by the Commission on the recent proposals related to the situation in Ukraine 

 Presentation by the Commission on the results of the 2021 CEF Transport call for proposals 

 Feedback on TRAN mission to Romania, 23-25 May 2022 

 

Useful links 
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights 

TRAN Meetings calendar 2022: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/244947/TRAN_Calendar_2022.pdf  

Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news 

European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en  
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en 

French Presidency of the Council: https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/en/  

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport 
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general 
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. © 
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