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Editorial by Karima Delli 

Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
During our first committee meeting after the summer break, we voted on the 
TRAN budgetary amendments for the next EU BUDGET 2023 and also had an 
exchange of views with the EC on the third version of the "Slot relief" rules which 
allow the airline slot regime to respond more flexibly to unexpected 
developments in the near future.  
 
During our last committee meeting the war in Ukraine was once again at the 
centre of our work. We were updated on the current l ogistics situation in Ukraine, including the 'grain corridor' via the Black 
Sea, which helped to export a total of 4.9 million tonnes of agricultural products  to Asia, Europe and Africa. We also held 
an exchange of views with Kristian Schmidt, EU Coordinator for Road Safety, who reaffirmed the Commission’s commitment 
to halving deaths and serious injuries on EU roads by 2030 and to get close to zero deaths and zero serious injuries by 2050. 
 
During the meeting of the Tourism Task Force, TRAN members had the opportunity to listen to various experts and analysed 
new trends in on-water recreation area  to ensure European competitiveness in nautical tourism / boating industry. 
 
TRAN Members also discussed ongoing legislative and non-legislative fi les such as Amending Directive 2010/40/EU on the 
framework for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in the field of road transport and for interfaces with other 
modes of transport and The New EU urban Mobility Framework. 

 

In this edition... 
 

Meeting of 31 August 2022  

 Vote - General budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2023 - all sections 

 The prolongation of the temporary slot relief 
measures due to the COVID-19 crisis 

 
Meeting of 26 September  2022  
 The New EU Urban Mobility Framework  
 Amending Directive 2010/40/EU on the framework 

for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in 

the field of road transport and for interfaces with 
other modes of transport  

 Exchange of views with Oleksandra Azarkhina, 
Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Infrastructure 

 Exchange of views with Kristian Schmidt, EU 
Coordinator for Road Safety (DG MOVE) 

 
Tourism Task Force update: Tourism Task Force meeting of 26 
September: Exchange of views on advancing on-water 
recreation and tourism 

 

General budget of the European Union for 

the financial year 2023 - all sections  

Adoption of budget amendments 
o Rapporteur: Vlad GHEORGHE (Renew) 
o Vote in main committees (BUDG): 

October/November 2022  
 

The New EU Urban Mobility Framework 

Consideration of draft report 
o Rapporteur: Andrey NOVAKOV (PPE) 
o Vote in TRAN:  February 2023 

 
The Rapporteur, Mr Novakov, presented his report 
whose structure follows that of the Commission’s 
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action plan. He highlighted within the priorities of his 
report the importance of collective transport, the care 
for persons with reduced mobility, safety rules being 
very important, such as speed limits and dealing with 
the electric scooters.  
 
In the ensuing discussion, Shadows and members 
thanked the Rapporteur for his report and echoed his 
priorities. Some members insisted on the importance 
to reinforce integrated public transport systems and 
on addressing the issue of all negative externalities of 
urban transport, not only congestion. They also 
highlighted the need for more funding to improve 
urban mobility in order to make it, as the Rapporteur 
concluded, safer, cheaper and cleaner 
 

Amending Directive 2010/40/EU on the 

framework for the deployment of Intelligent 

Transport Systems in the field of road 

transport and for interfaces with other 

modes of transport 

Consideration of amendments 
o Rapporteur: Rovana PLUMB (S&D) 
o Vote in TRAN:  October 2022 

 
The Rapporteur thank the Shadows Rapporteurs for 
their contributions to the report. She highlighted the 
important elements included in the compromises such 
the emphasis on the principles of interoperability and 
backward compatibility and the principle of 
technological neutrality, as established by the 
European Electronic Communications Code. 
The Shadow Rapporteurs welcome the fact that a 
broad support from all political groups was reached. 
The vote in TRAN Committee will take place on 10 
October 2022. 
 

 The prolongation of the temporary slot relief 

measures due to the COVID-19 crisis 
 
The EC presented the third version of the "Slot relief" 
rules which allow the airline slot regime to respond 
more flexibly to unexpected developments in the near 
future. The proposal establishes to return to the 
standard slot use rate of 80% as of 30 October 2022 
and to prolong the possibility to make use of the 
justified non-use of slots (JNUS) tool created during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Members welcomed the proposal although they 
regretted that it came too late and the EP will need to 
act under urgent procedure (rule 163). They also 
highlighted that all factors have to be taken into 
considerations for the use rate of slots, to match 
passenger’s expectations and airline company’s needs 
and that the delegation of power enabling the EC to 
amend percentage values within a range between 0% 
and 70% needs to be well defined in scope and time. 
 

Exchange of views with Oleksandra 

Azarkhina, Ukrainian Deputy Minister of 

Infrastructure 

 
Deputy Minister of Infrastructure of Ukraine, Ms 
Oleksandra Azarkhina unfortunately could not attend 
and was replaced by Mr Serhiy Tereshko, Deputy head 
of the mission of Ukraine the European Union. 
 
Mr Tereshko first began to thank Parliament for its 
support on the creation of the solidarity lanes as well 
as on the agreement between Ukraine and the 
European Union on the carriage of freight by road. He 
then updated Members on the current logistics 
situation, including 'grain corridor' via the Black Sea. 
Since its start, 222 vessels have departed from 
Ukrainian ports. In total, 4.9 million tons of agricultural 
products were exported to the countries of Asia, 
Europe and Africa, the number of carriers crossing the 
border to the EU having increased in July-August 2022 
in one year by 44%, while the number of border 
crossings during the same period increased by 32%. He 
namely highlighted the importance of providing 
additional freight rolling stock and of increasing the 
capacity at the border (with the number of vehicles in 
the queue to leave Ukraine, which for instance, at the 
largest border checkpoint with Poland, "Yagodin-
Dorohusk", has already decreased 14 times). He also 
highlighted the importance to simplify customs control 
and other inspections (with the planned 
implementation of the project "Electronic Border 
Crossing Queue" allowing carriers to pre-register for 
free and arrive at the checkpoint at a predetermined 
time) and finally to provide storage of goods on the 
territory of the EU.  
 
Members welcomed the update and praised Ukraine 
for its courage and efforts, asking to provide them a 
detailed list of their most urgent needs. They mainly 
discussed with Mr Tereshko on the standardization of 
rolling stocks of wagons with the EU, the working 
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conditions of the drivers and on the implementation of 
the ‘grain corridor’ via the black Sea.  
 

The New EU Urban Mobility Framework 

Consideration of draft report 
o Rapporteur: Andrey NOVAKOV (PPE) 
o Vote in TRAN:  February 2023 
 
The Rapporteur, Mr Novakov, presented his report 
whose structure follows that of the Commission’s 
action plan. He highlighted within the priorities of his 
report the importance of collective transport, the care 
for persons with reduced mobility, safety rules being 
very important, such as speed limits and dealing with 
the electric scooters.  
 
In the ensuing discussion, Shadows and members 
thanked the Rapporteur for his report and echoed his 
priorities. Some members insisted on the importance 
to reinforce integrated public transport systems and 
on addressing the issue of all negative externalities of 
urban transport, not only congestion. They also 
highlighted the need for more funding to improve 
urban mobility in order to make it, as the Rapporteur 
concluded, safer, cheaper and cleaner 
 

Exchange of views with Kristian Schmidt, EU 

Coordinator for Road Safety (DG MOVE) 

 
Mr Kristian Schmidt addressed the TRAN Committee in 
his capacity as new EU Coordinator for Road Safety. He 
reaffirmed the Commission’s commitment to halving 
deaths and serious injuries on EU roads by 2030 and to 
get close to zero deaths and zero serious injuries by 
2050 (Vision Zero) in line with the goals of the 2021-
2030 EU road safety policy framework. 
 
Concerning the statistics for 2021, the data collected 
by the EC showed that there was an increase in deaths 
of 5% in EU roads compared to a 17% decreased in 
previous years, with a total of around 20.000 casualties 
for 2021. Although Europe has done relatively well in 
recent decades with a downward trend, especially 
during the pandemic, the numbers for 2022 show that 
the progress made is now lost.  
 
Mr Schmidt stressed that to tackle this negative trend 
the EC needs to continue implementing the 
Framework and its Safe System approach and build on 
the UN plan of action. He also announced the 

upcoming legislative and policy initiatives related to 
road safety.  
 
In this regard Mr Schmidt recalled that the General 
Safety Regulation has been in force since this year and 
that the road safety aspects of the TEN-T Regulation 
are being strengthened in its current revision.  
Furthermore, the Commission will come up in early 
2023 with a revision of the Driving Licence Directive to 
keep it up to date in the light of the new technological 
developments in vehicle and infrastructure 
technology. The revision of the Cross-Border 
Enforcement Directive is also envisaged for 2023, with 
a focus on addressing its shortcomings on enforcement 
of penalties and possibly introducing mutual 
recognition of driving disqualifications and penalty 
points. The revisions of the Roadworthiness package 
and of the Regulation on driving times and rest periods 
for drivers of coaches and buses are also in the pipeline 
for 2023. Mr Schmidt also mentioned that the EC is 
working on a future agency on road safety. 
 
Many Members participated in the exchange of views. 
Among the issues raised were the protection of 
vulnerable users, stricter speed and alcohol limits, the 
extension of the advanced safety features to 
motorcycles, and the quality and financing of the road 
infrastructure. Mr Schmidt replied to all questions 
extensively, committing to take into consideration the 
input from TRAN Members in the upcoming initiatives. 
 

 
Tourism Task Force meeting: Exchange of views on 
advancing on-water recreation and tourism 
 
The Tourism Task Force (TTF) held an exchange of 
views with the relevant experts on the theme of 
advancing on-water recreation and tourism. The aim 
was to analyse new trends in on-water recreation, 
thereby helping to ensure European competitiveness 
in nautical tourism and the boating industry, and 
addressing current sustainability and infrastructure 
needs (e.g., lack of marinas in a growing market, 
greening, alternative fuel infrastructure), as well as the 

Tourism Task Force update 
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needs for qualifications and proper licensing in this 
tourism segment. 
 
Four speakers took the floor: Mr. Philip Easthill, 
Secretary-General, European Boating Industry, Mr. 
Roberto Perocchio, President of Assomarinas, Mr. 
George Vernicos, Hellenic Professional Yacht Owners 
Association and Mr. Nicolas Delaporte, Voies 
Navigables de France. 
 
Boating, and nautical tourism, are key contributive 
elements of the tourism ecosystem and can help bring 
about a shift towards low-impact tourism. It is 
supported by around 6000 marinas across Europe, and 
some 32,000 companies (mostly SMEs) providing 
280,000 jobs. 
A further positive impact beside tourism proper is that 
the boating industry is Made in Europe, thus keeping 
manufacturing and high-quality jobs in Europe. 
 
Experts called for the following actions: 
- Inclusion of nautical tourism and recreational boating 
in the EU Tourism Policy, through implementation of 
the EP resolution on EU strategy for sustainable 
tourism strategy and the SEArica Intergroup 
declaration on nautical tourism (July 2021);  
- Easier recognition of skippers’ licences so that these 
professionals can move freely around the EU;  

- Supporting the transition and the comprehensive 
approach to decarbonisation by the recreational 
boating industry, in keeping with the EU Recreational 
Craft Directive and by launching additional measures; 
- EU funding is needed towards modernising existing 
marinas, as well as supporting the twin transition. 
Marinas are already contributing to the energy 
transition with new investments in electric and 
hydrogen-powered boats and show much potential 
towards becoming energy hubs themselves; 
- Marinas are also dealing with waste from the boats, 
although the handling of waste and water waste could 
be further improved, based on the EU legislation 
already in place. 
  
As to inland waterway navigation, it has become more 
and more attractive and there is great potential for 
river tourism to become one of the pillars of 
sustainable tourism.  
  
During the debate, the Members raised further 
questions on sustainability and the impact of climate 
change on the sector, as well as whether more could 
be done on clean propulsion. Some concerns on mega 
yachts were brought up, especially as regards CO2 
emissions.  Smaller craft can go to smaller 
harbours/villages and thus do more for local 
communities.

 

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda  

 

Monday 3 October 2022 between 21.00 and 22.30 

 Vote - Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, and repealing Directive 2014/94/EU of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 

 Vote - The use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime transport and amending 
Directive 2009/16/EC 

 Vote - Action plan to boost long distance and cross border passenger rail 

 Vote - General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2023 - all sections 
 Vote - Improving working conditions in platform work 

 Vote - Laying down rules for the exercise of the Union's rights in the implementation and 
enforcement of the Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and 
of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European 
Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, of the other part 

 

 

Useful links 
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights 

TRAN Meetings calendar 2022: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/244947/TRAN_Calendar_2022.pdf  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
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Pol icy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html 
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news 

European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en  
DG MOVE: https ://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en 

Czech Presidency of the Council: https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/  

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport 
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general 
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. © 
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