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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Dear readers,  
 
This October has 
been very active in 
our Special 
Committee. 
 
We have among 
other activities held 
a very interesting meeting on October 13, about the 
Gazprom lobby in Germany. The German collective, 
CORRECT!V, presented its investigation on how 
political elite in Germany has advanced the agenda 
of Gazprom for more than a decade.  
 
In addition, the European Commission announced 
its work programme for 2023, including several 
interesting proposals, such as the Defence for 
Democracy package and the proposal for Council 
recommendation on strengthening the resilience of 
EU critical infrastructure.  
 
Next week, ING2 will have a busy agenda. There will 
be two hearings on Thursday October 27th. The first 
will focus on Russian interference in the European 
Union, analysing the distinct cases of Hungary and 
Spain. During INGE I, we have learned that the 
Kremlin influences the EU’s democratic processes 
through a coordinated approach, making use of 
different tools, aiming instigating chaos. The 
hearing will dive deeper in the Kremlin’s tactics and 
its use of proxies. 
 
The second hearing will focus on interference and 
disinformation in the Western Balkans. The topic is 
particularly interesting, due to the flare-up of 
tensions in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the evolution of 
Serbia. We definitely cannot allow Russian offensive 
in the region without reacting! 
 
 

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
 

ON THE AGENDA  

27 October 

 
Hearing on “Russian interference in the European 
Union”: the distinct cases of Hungary and Spain 
(Catalonia) - 14:30-16:30 (Spinelli: 3E-2) 
 
In association with the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
(AFET), the Committee on Justice and Home Affairs 
(LIBE) and the Delegation to the EU-Russian 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (D-RU)  
 
During this hearing, the Special Committee will 
discuss the Russian disinformation operations in the 
EU through two case studies: Hungary and Spain 
(Catalonia). 
 
Invited experts: 
 
Mr Jakub KALENSKÝ is a former journalist, and 
specialist in propaganda, disinformation and 
information influence. He currently works as Senior 
Analyst at the European Centre of Excellence for 
Countering Hybrid Treats (Hybrid CoE) in Finland, an 
international network of organisations researching 
hybrid threats. Before that, he held the position of 
Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Digital 
Forensic Research Lab (DFRLab) located in the Czech 
Republic, where he analysed pro-Kremlin 
disinformation operations. In addition, he also 
previously worked for three years at the European 
External Action Service (EEAS), East StratCom Task 
Force. 
 
Mr Péter KREKÓ is a social psychologist and political 
scientist specialising in disinformation, fake news, 
Russian influence in the West, as well as European 
nationalism. Since 2011, he is the Executive Director 
of Political Capital, an independent think tank based 
in Budapest. Mr KRÉKO is also the writer of two 
books, The Hungarian Far Right: Political Supply, 
Social Demand and International Context (2017) 
and Mass Paranoia: The Social Psychology of 
Conspiracy Theories and Fakes News (2018). He 
regularly cooperates with international media such 



 
 
as Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Journal of 
Democracy, Newsweek or The Guardian. 
 
Mr Jesús GONZÁLEZ ALBALAT is a journalist with 41 
years of experience investigating on justice and 
legal issues, as well as in the economic sector. He 
has written for several Spanish newspapers such as 
El País, Avui, Diario de Barcelona and El Periódico de 
Catalunya. Mr GONZÁLEZ ALBALAT won several 
journalist prizes such as the Ortega y Gasset 
journalist awards, the AVUI award and the Josep 
Maria Planes prize. In addition, he cooperated with 
many legal magazines, radio and television 
programs. Along his investigations, Mr GONZÁLEZ 
ALBALAT is an Associate Professor in the Master’s 
Degree in Criminology at the University of 
Barcelona. 
 
Mr Nicolás de PEDRO is the Head of Research and 
Senior Fellow at The Institute for Statecraft in 
London working on issues related to Russia, 
disinformation and hybrid threats. He is a member 
of the Experts Pool on Russia at the European 
Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats 
in Helsinki. Moreover, Mr de PEDRO is a core group 
member of the EU-Russia Experts Network initiated 
by the EU Delegation to Russia. Mr de PEDRO has 
participated in international Electoral Observation 
Missions of the OSCE in Russia, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Ukraine. He has also carried out 
fieldwork throughout Central Asia, Xinjiang and 
Kazakhstan. 
 
Hearing on “Interference and disinformation in EU 
Applicant and Western Balkan Countries“- 16:30 – 
18:30 (Spinelli: 3E-2) 
 
In association with the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
(AFET)  
 
During this session, ING2 Members will discuss with 
experts the state of disinformation penetration in 
EU candidate countries and Western Balkans 
countries (Albania, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia) 

Invited experts: 
 
Ms Tena PRELEC is a Research Fellow at the 
Department of Politics and International Relations 
of the University of Oxford and a Research Associate 
at the LSEE-Research on South Eastern Europe, LSE. 
Ms PRELEC’s expertise in South East Europe and 
Western Balkans include topics such as good 
governance, anti-corruption, money and reputation 
laundering, transnational authoritarianism, and rule 
of laws in democratising countries. Along her 
research, she cooperated with different 
organisations such as Freedom House, the British 
Council, the UK Parliament and the Scottish 
Parliament. Her analysis and comments are also 
regularly published in numerous newspapers such 
as the New York Times, the Financial Times, Al 
Jazeera and Foreign Policy. 
 
Ms Katarína KLINGOVÁ is a Senior Research Fellow 
since 2016 at the Centre for Democracy & Resilience 
at the GLOBSEC Policy Institute, a think tank based 
in Bratislava. As part of her role, she researches 
hybrid threats, monitors disinformation, analyses 
foreign influence narratives, and develops public 
awareness campaigns. Ms KLINGOVÁ redacted 
several academic articles on foreign disinformation 
and subversion in Central Europe, such as 
Vulnerability Index: Russian Influence in Central 
Europe and Countering Information Warfare - 
Lessons Learned from NATO Members and Partner 
Countries. She previously worked for the European 
Commission and Transparency International 
Slovakia. 
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