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MINUTES

of the meeting of 26 September 2022, 16.45-18.45
Interparliamentary Meeting

Brussels

The meeting opened at 16.52 on Monday, 26 September 2022, with Tilly Metz, Chair, in the
chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ —PE629.261v01-00

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chair’s announcements

The Chair informed the members that, on 9 June, the Conference of Presidents had
authorised the new date for the European delegation’s visit to Honduras and Guatemala. It
had been originally scheduled for September but was now confirmed for 31 October to
2 November. Any members who wished to take part should notify the secretariat.

3. DCAM Interparliamentary Meeting

Exchange of views with the President and Members of the Honduran Congress on
the bilateral relationship

The Chair of DCAM welcomed the delegation from the National Congress of Honduras,
noting that it was the first time that the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central
America had welcomed Members of the Honduran Congress. The devastating COVID-19
pandemic had had dramatic social, economic and political consequences that would
continue to be felt for years to come. More than 2 million Europeans and more than
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1.7 million people in Latin America and the Caribbean had sadly died from COVID-19.
The Chair pointed out that the war in Ukraine posed challenges not only within Europe but
also beyond its borders. The increases in global food and energy prices would probably
affect the Central American economies, which were just recovering from the pandemic.
That was likely to lead to greater food insecurity in those countries, which were already
affected by climate change and extreme weather.

She stressed that, in these difficult times, it was crucial, above all, to prioritise public
policies that respected the rights of all people, including indigenous populations and
women, and policies offering long-term plans to combat climate change and environmental
degradation. The only way to build a sustainable future was to build a resilient and inclusive
society that could respond to these numerous crises. The war in Ukraine would also have
far-reaching geopolitical consequences, which were giving the European Union an
incentive to rediscover Latin America and the Caribbean. She admitted that Europe had
neglected its relationship with that part of the world for too long and it was now time to
strengthen bilateral ties, to the benefit of both parties. The war in Ukraine was also a war
between democracy and autocracy. However, Ukraine was not the only battlefield where
that war was being fought. Throughout the world, including in the European Union and
Central America, countries were succumbing to the temptation of authoritarianism, and
were gradually undermining the democratic system and fundamental values.

She welcomed the results of the 2021 elections, in which the Honduran people had elected
their first female President, which was an important signal and further proof that female
emancipation was improving in the region. She noted that one of the most important
challenges facing Honduras was the fight against corruption. She was very pleased to learn
that a new anti-corruption body, the International Commission against Corruption and
Impunity in Honduras (CICIH), was to be set up under the auspices of the UN. The
European Parliament and European Union would do everything in their power to support
Honduras in this task.

The President of the National Congress of Honduras, Luis Redondo, thanked the European
Parliament for the opportunity to establish a bilateral relationship after the 2009 coup d’état
that had led to the drug dictatorship, weakening the country’s institutional structure and
creating poverty. He emphasised the work being done by President Xiomara Castro to
restore the people’s trust in the government and Congress through an agenda aimed at
eliminating from the legal order all of the decrees that for years had facilitated drug
trafficking, corruption and impunity, notably the so-called Criminal Code of Impunity and
the Special Law on Money Laundering. He also underlined the commitment to establish
the CICIH through the final Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity
in Honduras (MACCIH). This would help to restore the people’s trust in the institutions,
the judiciary and the prosecutor’s office, and would ensure that subsequent governments
could not alter the anti-impunity and anti-corruption mechanisms. There was also greater
support for indigenous peoples and women’s rights. In this regard, Mr Redondo referred to
the selection of the Supreme Court the following year and the fact that gender parity on the
Court would allow for harsher penalties for violent crimes against women, which had been
reduced under the previous regime.

Javier Nifio, Deputy Managing Director for the Americas within the European External

Action Service expressed his desire for a closer relationship with Honduras and for Europe
to change the way it viewed Latin America and the Caribbean. Although that region was
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closely involved in many European issues, it was not as prominent on Europe’s foreign
policy agenda as it should be. The relationship should thus be viewed in the long term. He
mentioned the desire to organise a summit of Heads of State or Government with Latin
America and the Caribbean in 2023, and his hope of building a true strategic alliance in
this ever-changing world, in which both regions were fundamental partners in defending
values such as democracy, the protection of minorities, the fight against corruption and
human rights. In this regard, he thanked the Government of Honduras for its clear and
robust support for the European Union following the Russian aggression. He hoped that
the President’s agenda would be inclusive, open to dialogue and brave, based on a spirit of
reconciliation that would welcome all of the country’s political forces. He expressed his
support for Honduras, which was experiencing a difficult period with the impact of
COVID, natural disasters, the war in Ukraine, food security and natural resources.
Honduras was one of the largest recipients of EU development aid, with a funding
programme of EUR 128 million up to 2024 focusing on sustainable use of natural
resources, climate change, decent working and employment conditions, and the rule of law
and democratic governance. In this regard, the European Union regretted the dismantling
of the MACCIH, which was under the supervision of the Organization of American States,
and he hoped that the foundations for transparent, effective and long-term work could now
be laid.

Gerardo Torres, Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Honduras, presented
the origins of the current government as a movement that was born in direct opposition to
the 2009 coup d’état and the subsequent regime, and that took to the streets to call for an
end to corruption and the militarised structure, along with respect for natural resources and
the rights of women, girls and the LGBT community. Everyone had been aware of the links
between the regime and the drug cartels, and the current government now had an
opportunity to reassess the situation. He underlined the country’s commitment to the fight
against corruption and impunity through the CICIH and the renewal of the Supreme Court
of Justice and the Public Prosecutor’s Office. However, the only way to reduce poverty and
inequality was to attract investment. He welcomed the cooperation of the European Union,
but urged it to go further by opening up markets in Honduras and Central America. He
hoped that that would bring the regions closer in terms of cooperation and investment, as
well as at a political level in their defence of common values.

Carlos Armando Zelaya Rosales, Secretary of the National Congress of Honduras and
Member of Congress for LIBRE, said that the government plan that had taken shape over
the 12 years that they had been on the streets was being implemented one step at a time.
He spoke about the establishment of green battalions in the army to protect the environment
and natural resources, the work on a reforestation plan and a ban on open-cast mining. He
hoped that Honduras would soon have access to carbon offsetting to help protect resources.
He also emphasised the commitment to fight corruption and outlined the decree that
Congress had passed to grant independence to the Specialised Fiscal Unit Against
Corruption Networks (UFERCO), the special anti-corruption unit. He said, however, that
the fact that some Members of Congress came from the previous regime was an obstacle
to the desired progress. He underlined once again the importance of the renewal of the
Supreme Court of Justice and the Attorney General in ensuring justice for the people and
the commitment to the role of women in the country.

Isis Carolina Cuellar Erazo de Carcano, a Member of Congress for LIBRE, also referred to
the 12-year struggle on the streets for a return to constitutional order and to the role that
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Xiomara, the first female President, had played in the protests. She highlighted the
government’s four key points. The first was the lack of opportunities for the citizens who
ended up in migrant caravans, resulting in disintegration and poverty. The second key item
on the agenda was the environment and food security, and the desire to go back to being
Central America’s breadbasket. The third and fourth points incorporated the need to regain
the trust of the people by selecting the Supreme Court of Justice through transparent and
non-corrupt mechanisms, like the establishment of the CICIH. Finally, she emphasised the
importance of historical memory in the country in order to prevent any repeat of the past.

Silvia Bessy Ayala, a Member of Congress for LIBRE, pointed out that this was the first
visit by the Honduran Congress to the European Parliament and, like her colleagues, she
reiterated the commitment to restore constitutional order and trust in the institutions. She
referred to the decree that Congress had passed to condemn the military coup, recognising
those who had died in the resistance, and the amnesty allowing social activists to return to
their daily lives, as well as the reintegration into Honduras of people in exile and the end
to the criminalisation of peasants and student movements. She reiterated the call for the
establishment of the CICIH. She also mentioned the repeal of the Official Secrets Law,
which had allowed state funds to be used without any scrutiny or control by the people or
institutions; the Organic Law on Employment and Economic Development Zones
(ZEDESs), which adversely affected the country’s sovereignty and form of government;
trust funds, legal entities through which control of the general budget was handed over to
private banks that encouraged corruption; and the review of energy contracts with harmful
clauses. Ms Ayala also mentioned the initiative to turn the National Women’s Institute into
a ministry and the work on the comprehensive law on violence against women. She
highlighted the initiatives to obtain prior and informed consent for projects affecting
indigenous peoples. She hoped that it would be possible to restore trust in the institutions
and gain the respect of the international community.

Fatima Patricia Mena Baide, a Member of Congress from the Partido Salvador, said that
the current situation had offered an opportunity to reframe the country’s relationships with
other parts of the world in search of shared efforts and values. Focusing on corruption, she
discussed the anti-corruption commission set up in Congress. She was the Chair of the
commission, which was the first of its kind to be set up within the institution. She outlined
the five priorities of the fight against impunity and corruption. The first was to identify the
laws that allowed structural corruption and the second was the institutional work carried
out in conjunction with the executive, which had already set up the Ministry of
Transparency. The third point referred to the relationship with civil society, the private
sector and unions, and the availability of mechanisms for public participation, while the
fourth was the transparency of the National Congress. Finally, she underlined the need to
facilitate public hearings. She welcomed the EU’s support on these issues, and she
reiterated her country’s commitment to the women’s agenda and its intention to set up a
technical unit in Congress to ensure gender mainstreaming across the board.

Speakers: Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D).

Other business

None.

Date and place of next meeting
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The next interparliamentary meeting would take place during the delegation’s visit to
Honduras from 31 October to 2 November. The precise date and place had yet to be
confirmed.

The meeting closed at 18.17.
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. Luis Redondo (Congressman for Salvador de Honduras, President of the National Congress) Punto 1

. Carlos Armando Zelaya Rosales (Congressman for LIBRE and Secretary of the National Congress
Board)

. Isis Carolina Cuellar Erazo de Cércano (diputada del LIBRE y vicepresidenta del Congreso Nacional,
presidenta de la Comision de Defensa y Soberania, vicepresidenta de la Comision de Relaciones
Internacionales

. Silvia Bessy Ayala (Congresswoman for LIBRE and 2nd Alternate Secretary of the National Congress
Board)

. Fatima Patricia Mena Baide (Congresswoman for Salvador de Honduras and, VI Vice President of the
National Congress Board)

. Gerardo Torres (Vice Chancellor of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of
Honduras)
. Javier Niflo, director ejecutivo adjunto para las Américas, Servicio Europeo de Accion Exterior (SEAE)
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