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Minutes 
 

 

 The meeting started at 9:37 with Christian Ehler in the chair. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

− The agenda was adopted.  

2. Approval of the draft minutes STOA Panel meeting of 15 September 2022  

− The draft minutes of the Panel meeting of 15 September 2022 were approved.  

3. STOA projects and other activities 

 Pernille Weiss proposed a workshop, ‘European policy to enhance sustainable energy: 

removing to innovative nuclear’, to be held in Q1 or Q2 2023. The Bureau suggests approval 

by the Panel. The panel approved the proposal. 

 The ESMH produced articles and interviews with scientists on the benefits of quantum 

technologies and the EU Chips Act, as well as a video clip on the workshop of 12 October.  

 MEPs are invited to bring forward project proposals. Before the end of the year, the Panel should 

determine the priorities for 2023. 

4. STOA workshops and joint activities with external organisations 

 The next STOA workshop ‘Towards full digital language equality in a multilingual 

European Union’, chaired by Jordi Solé (Greens/EFA, Spain), will take place on 8 November, 

in hybrid mode. 

 The STOA workshop ‘AI public perspectives’, chaired by Vice-President (VP) Eva Kaili 

(S&D, Greece), will take place on 14 November, also in hybrid mode. 

5. Visits / external activities 

 The following STOA delegations will take place during the second half of 2022: 

o Internet Governance Forum, 28/11/2022-02/12/2022, Addis Ababa; 

o OECD conference ‘Reinforcing international cooperation for better AI legislation’ 

organised in partnership with STOA, 7 November, at the OECD Conference Centre, Paris. 

VP Eva Kaili will participate in the Welcome session. 

 Lina Gálvez (S&D, Spain) debriefed on STOA’s mission to the STS Forum in Kyoto. Nearly 

1000 global leaders in science, technology, policy, business and media from over 80 countries 

and international organisations participated, including EU’s Commissioner for Science, Japanese 

Prime-Minister and Nobel Prize winners. Gálvez proposed, as follow-up, to invite a delegation 

of Japanese Members of Parliament to Brussels, to showcase the added value of EU research 

and foster cooperation. Topic/format should be decided before the end of the year. 

 The Chair invited members to submit proposals for STOA external activities for 2023. 

Marcus Scheuren (STOA secretariat) provided an overview of Committee requests for 2023. 
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6. Presentation of the outcome of the In-depth Analysis ‘Genome edited crops and 21st century 

food system challenges’ by René Custers and Oana Dima, VIB institute. 

 Custers presented the published STOA In-depth Analysis. 

 Gálvez reminded STOA’s role to discuss scientific developments and their implications to 

update regulation. Gálvez remarked the importance of scientists to be aware of personal biases 

to ensure the transparency, reliability and trustworthiness of science. 

 Gálvez questioned how to best translate the needed balance between global cooperation 

(production, trade, R&I) and the protection of EUs high standards on environment, health and 

food in the EU regulation framework. Custers clarified that the report did not intent to make 

any regulatory proposal. Some third countries have placed NGTs outside the GMO regulatory 

framework. It is essential that legislation be science-based and risk-proportionate, 

considering the global scenario and striving for international harmonisation. 

 Rosa D’Amato (Greens/EFA, Italy) criticized the authorship attribution, accusing the VIB of 

links with the crop industry that could jeopardise STOA’s transparency and impartiality. 

Custers replied that VIB, as per governmental agreement, has a dual mission: research and its 

technological applications, the latter of which implies interaction with the industry.  

 D’Amato questioned the report assertion that NGT mutations do not differ from “natural or 

induced” changes using conventional breeding methods, referencing the 2018 decision of the 

Court of Justice of the EU that risks derived from NGT are similar to those of transgenesis 

(GMO). Custers replied that, at molecular level, there are no differences between mutations 

using NGT or traditional breeding methods; however, the important discussion to have is on the 

likelihood of changes actively selected by NGT compared to traditional breeding methods. 

 Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, France) raised four issues: 1) the not-fully understood risk of side 

effects; 2) traceability of NGT, to avoid unintended crop contamination; 3) elimination of 

patents, and 4) conflict of interest between report authors and private entities. Custers clarified 

that gene interactions are complex and that science has evolved to limit side effects. Traceability 

is also complex, because it is difficult to determine when a change has been the result of NGT, 

as NGT changes are similar to the already existing breeding pool. Patents and the regulatory 

framework for placement on the market limit the use of NGT by small and medium enterprises. 

 Martin Hlaváček (Renew, Czechia) questioned on the balance of ensuring EU’s high health 

protection standards whilst advancing science and technology to compete with third countries 

that have less stringent regulatory frameworks. 

 The Chair appealed to the importance of STOA Member participation. 
 

7. Date and place of next meeting 

 The next Panel meeting will take place on Thursday, 24 November 2022, in Strasbourg (room 

t.b.d.) and remotely via Interactio. 
 

The meeting ended at 11:08. 
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