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of the meeting of 8 September 2022, 16.45-18.45 

Brussels 

The meeting opened at 16.49 on Thursday 8 September 2022, with Inmaculada 
Rodríguez-Pinero (Chair) presiding. 

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ – PE595.117v01-00 

The draft agenda was adopted. 

2. Approval of minutes of meetings 

• Meeting of D-CL of 17 March 2022 PV - PE595.116v01-00 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair announced that a letter had been sent on behalf of the delegation to the President of 
the Senate of Chile, requesting the swift creation of the Chilean component of the EU-Chile 
Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

Marc Angel MEP took over from Inmaculada Rodríquez-Piñero in the chair. 

4. The constitutional referendum of 4 September: outcomes and effects 

The Chilean Ambassador-designate to the EU outlined the results of the constitutional 
referendum held in Chile on 4 September, in which a majority of the electorate had rejected the 
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proposed text. She stated that Gabriel Boric’s government would seek to establish a new 
constitutional dialogue and that, for that purpose, all political actors would be consulted, 
beginning with the Congress of Chile, so that a new timeline could be established for the 
process. The aim was for this to culminate in a new draft constitution for the country. The 
Ambassador-designate also mentioned the cabinet reshuffle, which had taken place after the 
referendum.  

The invited experts shared their thoughts on the possible reasons for the referendum result, 
including the failure to take into account positions from across the political spectrum, failures 
of communication, a tendency for some proposals to go too far, and the influence of popular 
opinion on the new government's actions. In general, the experts were positive about the 
government's reaction to the referendum result, and possible scenarios regarding the 
organisation of a new constituent process were put forward.  

The EEAS representative emphasised the peacefulness with which the Chilean people had 
turned out to vote in such large numbers during the referendum, despite the polarising nature 
of the campaign. She also highlighted an awareness of the fact that the referendum process had 
not finished with the vote on 4 September. Rather, it would need to carry on and be guided by 
broader participation and input from across the political spectrum.  

Members of the delegation expressed different opinions on why the draft constitution had been 
rejected in the referendum on 4 September, but they agreed that this rejection should not mean 
an end to the constituent process. They took the view that there was a consensus in Chilean 
society that it was crucial for a new constitution to be drafted.   

Speakers: María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Eugenia Rodríguez Palop, Helmut Scholz, 
Marc Angel.  

5. Assessing the state of play on the modernisation of the EU-Chile Association 
Agreement: the way forward 

The Chilean Ambassador-designate to the EU maintained that her country was committed to 
modernising the EU-Chile Association Agreement, balancing the concerns of both parties. 
However, she stated that certain parts of the text required clarification and perhaps a certain 
degree of adjustment. She pointed out that meetings between the two parties were taking place 
for that purpose. 

The DG Trade representative emphasised that the agreement would not be renegotiated. Rather, 
specific aspects of the text would be jointly reviewed in greater detail, with a view to potentially 
finalising the agreement politically by the end of 2022. The EEAS representative agreed with 
the previous assessment and introduced two new elements. Firstly, she discussed the threats 
facing the present international order and liberal democracy. Secondly, she mentioned the 
approval of a roadmap running until 2023, in which the EU’s relationship with Chile and the 
EU-Chile Association Agreement would be key elements. The EEAS representative went on to 
list a series of initiatives and programmes which were active examples of the current 
cooperation between the EU and Chile. 

The standing rapporteur for the EU-Chile Association Agreement in the Committee on 
International Trade stated that the move towards mutually beneficial and sustainable bilateral 
relations was the common goal to strive for. 
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Speakers: Samira Rafaela 

6. Other business 

None. 

7. Date and place of next meeting 

The Chair announced that the date and place of the next meeting would be communicated in 
due course. 

The meeting closed at 18.31. 
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• H.E. Gloria Navarrete, Ambassador-designate of Chile to the European Union 
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• H.E. Gloria Navarrete, Ambassador-designate of Chile to the European Union 
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