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Minutes of Meeting 
The 2nd Inter-Regional Parliamentary Dialogue 

Between ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and 
the European Parliament (EP) 

The 2nd AIP-EP dialogue session, in the form of a regular Dialogue Panel Meeting with EP as 
an AIPA Observer during the 43rd AIPA GA, took place on 23 November 2022 from 10.00 to 
12.00 pm. The session was presided over by Hon. Mr. SUOS YARA, Chairman of the 
Commission on Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation, Information and Media of the 
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia as Chairperson. Hon. Mr. CHHEAM PE A, 
Member of Commission on Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation, Information and Media 
of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia was the Rapporteur. 

In attendance to the Dialogue include the following delegations. 

A. European Parliament (Observer) 

1 Hon. Mr. Daniel Caspary (Head of Delegate) 
2 Mr. Markus Arens 
3 Mr. Samuel Cantell 

 
B. AIPA MEMBER PARLIAMENTS 

Brunei 
1 Hon. Siti Rozaimeriyanty binti Dato Seri 

Lao PDR 
1 Hon. Sanya Praseuth 
2 Maj. Gen. Dr. Vongsack Phanthavong 
3 Hon. Mrs. Vandy Bouthasavong 

Cambodia 
1 Hon. Mr. Chhay Vanna (Head of Delegate) 
2 Hon. Ms. Man Navy 

Indonesia 
1 Hon. Mr. Putu Supadma Rudana 

Philippines 
1 Hon. Maria Rachel J. Arenas (Deputy Head of Delegate) 

Singapore 
1 Hon. Ms. Nadia Ahmad Samdin 

Thailand 
1 Hon. Ms. Silumpa Lertnuwat 

Vietnam 
1 Hon. Mr. Don Tuan Phong 

AIPA Secretariat 
1. Hon. Nguyen Tuong Van 
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1. Introduction of the Dialogue Session 
 

The session started with acknowledging the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) 
and European Parliament (EP) as the well-established parliamentary institutions of the two 
regions with most significant regional integration; recognising the common pursuit of 
enhancing parliamentary diplomacy between the two institutions for the mutual benefits of 
the two peoples and regions; and reaffirming the common interests and shared values to 
strengthen legislative elements in complementing the existing ASEAN-EU Strategic 
Partnership that underpin the 45 years of EU-ASEAN Dialogue Relations. 

 
The Dialogues also acknowledged that ASEAN and the EU are strong and active partners 
that have enjoyed close relationships in various sectors, specifically as our recovery effort 
is impeded by numerous emerging threats and challenges such as climate catastrophe, 
armed conflicts, geopolitical rivalries, and the rising cost of food and energy. These 
phenomena certainly disrupt global and regional peace, stability and development. 
Additionally, the EU has provided significant health assistance against the COVID-19 
pandemic to ASEAN countries. 

 
The Dialogue took note with satisfaction the comprehensive and multifaceted nature of 
dynamic partnership, underlining that parliamentary diplomacy is an integral part of 
international politics and that the region-to-region ASEAN-EU parliamentary dialogue 
which been and will continue to play a fundamental role in supporting ASEAN Centrality 
and ASEAN-led mechanisms in the evolving regional architecture that is open, transparent, 
inclusive and rules-based. 

 
The Dialogue further recognised the importance and necessity for further enhancing our 
active and proactive interparliamentary roles on the international stage in coping with 
climate change and adaptation and in advancing green economy and sustainable 
development and in addressing common challenges of our times. 

 
2. Issues and Points of Discussions 

 
The Dialogue discussed a draft of Joint Statement of the 2nd AIPA-EP Inter-Regional 
Parliamentary Dialogue which was initially proposed by European Parliament and 
distributed to the delegates during the session. The Dialogue agreed to replace the term 
“Joint statement” with “Chairs’ Statement” or Minutes of Meeting. 
The Dialogue proposed to focus on the topic “Investing in peace, sustainable, and post- 
COVID-19 recovery”, because the three issues were of great importance to the broadening 
and deepening of the inter-parliamentary diplomacy and cooperation of the two institutions. 
During the discussion, the EP delegation shared experiences and best practices in the 
European Union on: 

 
i. Peace, stability and security: All nations must respect international rule of law, 

the UN Charter and internationally recognised borders of independent nations. 
ii. EU Green Deal: Solutions should be set up to bring employment to those 

affected by climate change and promote cooperation and exchanges of best 
practices between the two regions. 

iii. COVID-19 recovery: Governments should address national matters and 
concrete actions on investment and increase preparedness for future pandemics. 
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The suggestion was made to set up the world’s first bloc-to-bloc Air Transport Agreement 
between ASEAN and the EU, which would provide greater opportunities for closer people- 
to-people connectivity, tourism development, trade relations promotion, capacity building, 
and technology transfer, among other aspects. Moreover, the immediate action to work on 
is the drafting and issuance of the Statement of the Chairs. For intermediate and long-term 
cooperation, both sides affirmed their commitments on (i) Peace and Security, (ii) ASEAN- 
EU Free Trade Agreement, (iii) Cooperation in Green Economy and Sustainable 
Development, (iv) Inter-Regional Investment Promotion. 

The Dialogue concluded with the following intentions as a pathway to implementing the 
existing cooperation mechanisms and to further strengthening the inter-parliamentary 
cooperation of the two institutions. 

- To work towards a possibility of the establishment of a structured AIPA-EP Inter- 
Regional Parliamentary Meeting; 

- To continue to carry out regular parliamentary diplomacy between the two regions by 
meeting once a year under the framework of the AIPA General Assembly, where the 
European Parliament has an Observer status. 

- To advance, as mutually agreed upon, to explore holding one additional annual inter- 
regional parliamentary dialogue meeting, the current AIPA-EP Inter-Regional 
Parliamentary Dialogue, which shall be alternating between locations in the European 
Union and in an ASEAN country, while taking note of the foundation on which the 
Dialogue was held in the context of the 43rd AIPA General Assembly in the Kingdom 
of Cambodia; 

- To encourage the EP and individual Parliament of ASEAN Member States, in addition 
to the region-to-region efforts, to continue in parallel through regular bilateral inter- 
parliamentary meetings; 

- To support the transformation of the current AIPA-EP Dialogue into AIPA-EP Inter- 
Parliamentary Meeting, whereby the more structured dialogue between the EP and 
AIPA in the future would allow discussions on a broad range of policy issues; 

- To facilitate better region-to-region mutual understanding and learning about the 
working modalities between parliamentarians and staff from the two sides; 

- To strive for constructive and effective cooperation, including fruitful exchanges of 
common interest on EU-ASEAN connectivity, freedom of navigation in international 
trading routes, climate change, sustainable development, water security nexus, blue 
economy, maritime cooperation, cybersecurity, disarmament, energy and food security, 
among other issues; 

- To work together on the development of possible Terms of Reference of the AIPA-EP 
Inter-Parliamentary Meeting, a joint workplan and implementation strategy to achieve 
the objectives and carry out the intentions and activities as illustrated in this document, 
subject to any applicable internal procedures on approval of each side. 

Furthermore, during the discussion, Indonesian delegation also conveyed their concerns about 
several EU regulation proposals, particularly on the Deforestation Free Products/Commodities 
(DFC) and Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) due to its potential adverse impact 
on the country’s exports. 



 

3. Conclusion 
 

The Chairperson concluded the session at 12.00 pm, following by a suggestion to 
take notes of all the comments to put into the report and to develop the Statement 
of the Chairs. In addition, the Chair of the Dialogue has later received a written 
suggestion from the Vietnamese delegation to replace the Statement of the Chairs 
with issue the Minutes of Meeting for the Dialogue. It was later communicated to 
the involved parties that the Dialogue, which took place during the 43rd AIPA GA 
is considered the 2nd Inter-Regional Parliamentary Dialogue between AIPA and 
EP. 

 
This Minutes of Meeting of the 2nd Inter-Regional Parliamentary Dialogue 
between AIPA and EP was signed on 23 November 2022 in Phnom Penh, 
Kingdom of Cambodia. 

 

Hon. Mr. Yara SUOS, MP 

                     
 

Chairperson of the 2nd AIPA-EP Inter- 
Regional Parliamentary Dialogue 
Chairman of the Commission on Foreign 
Affairs, International Cooperation, 
Information and Media of the National 
Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
 

Hon. Mr. Daniel CASPARY, MEP 

 

 
 

Chairperson of the 2nd AIPA-EP Inter- 
Regional Parliamentary Dialogue 
Head of the European Parliament Delegation 
to the 43rd AIPA General Assembly,  
Chair of the European Parliament Delegation 
for Relations with ASEAN and Southeast 
Asia (DASE) 
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