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Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished Members of the European 

Parliament,  

I would like to thank Mr. David McAllister, Chairperson of the 

Foreign Affairs and Trade Committee (AFET), and Madame Nathalie 

Loiseau, Chairperson of the Subcommittee on Security and Defense 

(SEDE), for inviting me back. I am happy that this time we can meet in 

person. I welcome the interest shown by distinguished Members of the 

European Parliament in the IAEA’s activities in Ukraine and elsewhere, 

and I look forward to discussing these. 

Ukraine 

During our last exchange of views, the war in Ukraine was in its third 

month and I updated you on the work of the IAEA’s Incident and 

Emergency Centre (IEC), and my missions to South Ukraine Nuclear 

Power Plant (SUNPP), and to Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant (ChNPP) 

and its Exclusion Zone.  

At that time we were still trying to gain access to Ukraine’s 

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) which was sustaining damage 

from shelling.  

Today, we have accessed the site and have established an ongoing 

presence, which has been there since early September. The IAEA Support 

and Assistance Mission to Zaporizhzhia NPP (ISAMZ) is at the front 

lines of the war. Today, we are on the 5th rotation of IAEA experts, 

assessing and assisting as shelling continues in the vicinity.  
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Last week in Kyiv, I met President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Prime 

Minister Denys Shmyhal at whose requests we organized the IAEA’s 

extended deployment to all 5 Ukrainian nuclear facilities. 

The IAEA is present at Rivne Nuclear Power Plant 

The IAEA is present at South Ukraine Nuclear Power Plant 

The IAEA is present at Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant and its 

Exclusion Zone 

The IAEA is present at Khmelnitsky Nuclear Power Plant 

And the IAEA is present at Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 

Together, these plants employ thousands of Ukrainian operators and 

engineers and they are Ukraine’s most important and valuable source of 

electricity. Before the war they produced about half of Ukraine’s electricity 

and allowed it to be a net exporter, sending electricity to neighbours, 

including in the EU. 

In this war – the first ever to be fought amid a major nuclear power 

programme – these plants and the people who operate them are 

vulnerable to unacceptable risks.  

We have come too close at Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant too 

many times. Since the start of the war on 24 February last year, every one 

of the IAEA’s 7 indispensable pillars of nuclear safety and security have 

been violated. This includes the unacceptable pressure put on 

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant’s Ukrainian operators working under 
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the Russian troops occupying the plant; and shelling that has hit the plant 

and periodically knocked out its crucial power supply. 

We cannot let this continue. I have been calling for the fast 

establishment of a Nuclear Safety Protection Zone at Zaporizhzhia 

Nuclear Power Plant for months, publicly and in bilateral discussions. I 

am grateful for the strong support I have received from many world 

leaders, including in Europe. We cannot stop. I urge you, distinguished 

Members of the European Parliament, to use the levers available to you 

to support this indispensable mission to prevent an accident that would 

add more suffering where there is already so much.  

The European Union’s strong support of the IAEA’s efforts to assist 

Ukraine and keep the world informed of the circumstances surrounding 

the country’s nuclear facilities, has made a big difference.   

In November last year the EU reallocated more than EUR 2 million 

of the EU-IAEA Contribution Agreement to support nuclear security in 

Ukraine and to extend the implementation period until March 2024.  

Half of the 12 IAEA Member States that offered equipment for 

donation to Ukraine were members of the European Union. In addition, 

3 EU countries and the EC have offered extra-budgetary contributions. 

This collaboration has allowed for efficient and timely support to Ukraine.  

Nuclear safety and nuclear security 

Even as we keep a sharp focus on assisting Ukraine, we continue to 

work together on ongoing safety and security projects and the IAEA 

benefits from European experts, their knowledge and readiness to share 
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their experiences with the Agency and its Member States. European 

Commission’s DG INTPA and DG ENER are supporting the IAEA’s 

work helping States, including EU Member States, enhance the 

effectiveness of their regulatory infrastructure for nuclear, radiation, 

radioactive waste and transport safety through its Integrated Regulatory 

Review Service (IRRS), as well as our ARTEMIS peer review service for 

radioactive waste and spent fuel management, decommissioning and 

remediation programmes. The EU is now expanding its financial support 

to include the IAEA’s review of the safe handling the release of the ALPS-

treated water stored at the Fukushima Power Station. In energy security, 

the EU has, over the past two decades, become one of our largest 

contributors, enabling us to assist countries in implementing security 

measures that keep us all from harm.  

Nuclear Non-proliferation 

Distinguished Members of Parliament,  

The proliferation of nuclear weapons is an ongoing concern. The war 

in Ukraine and rhetoric about the use of nuclear weapons; the illegal 

nuclear weapons programme in North Korea; and the protracted and 

difficult discussions with Iran; are putting serious strain on the nuclear 

non-proliferation framework that has underpinned international security 

for more than half a century 

Let me begin by making very clear: The Agency continues to 

implement safeguards in Ukraine, including in-field verification activities. 
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We have not found any indication that would give rise to a proliferation 

concern.  

Meanwhile, we took prompt action following allegations made by the 

Russian Federation about nuclear security threats at three locations in 

Ukraine. At the invitation of the Ukrainian government, we visited and 

analysed the three sites and found no indications of undeclared nuclear 

activities or materials related to the development of radiological dispersal 

devices, so-called “dirty bombs”.   

Iran 

Since 23 February 2021, Iran has not been implementing its nuclear-

related commitments under the JCPOA, including its commitments under 

the Additional Protocol. 

As a consequence, the IAEA has been unable to perform JCPOA 

verification and monitoring activities in relation to the production and 

inventory of centrifuges, rotors and bellows, heavy water and uranium ore 

concentrate for almost two years. Most importantly, in June last year Iran 

required us to take down our cameras that were monitoring the 

production of advanced centrifuges. This means we are effectively blind 

in this vital area. 

In the meantime, Iran has amassed significantly more enriched 

uranium than the JCPOA allows. Iran now has more than enough high 

enriched uranium to make a bomb. That does not mean it has a bomb, 

but it does have the material for it.  



7 
 

Time is a complicating factor. With every day that goes by, the list of 

unknowns rises and the job of ever finding out whether Iran’s nuclear 

programme is purely peaceful becomes more difficult.  

Separately from the JCPOA, Iran has not explained to us the 

existence of man-made uranium particles at three undeclared locations. 

This is deeply concerning and hindering progress towards Iran fulfilling 

its obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

 Thank you for your attention, I am at your disposal to answer any 

questions you might have. 


