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The meeting opened at 15.06 on Wednesday, 19 October 2022, with Tilly Metz (Chair) 
presiding. 

1. Adoption of draft agenda OJ – PE629.262v01-00 

The draft agenda was adopted. 

2. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair informed Members that an inter-parliamentary meeting (IPM) with the National 
Congress of Honduras was held for the first time, on 29 September in Brussels. During this IPM, 
the Parliamentarians exchanged views on the challenges the new government and the new 
Congress in Honduras are facing when trying to elaborate and implement a comprehensive 
reform agenda after 12 years of rule by the National Party of Honduras. The Chair was pleased 
to learn that the Congress is determined to combat corruption and set up a new anti-corruption 
body - “the International Commission against Impunity in Honduras” or “CICIH” - under the 
umbrella of the UN. The Chair said there would be a continuation of the dialogue with the 
colleagues from the Honduran Congress in less than two weeks in Tegucigalpa, when a DCAM 
delegation would visit the country. 

3. Exchange of views on the programme of the mission, 
 with the participation of: 

• H.E. Viviane de Pierrefeu, Chargé d’affaires, Embassy of Honduras to the Kingdom 
of Belgium and Mission of Honduras to the European Union (via video conference) 
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• H.E. José Gabriel Lambour Peñalonzo, Head of Mission of the Republic of 
Guatemala to the European Union (via video conference) 

• Jonathan Hatwell, Head of Division, Mexico, Central America and Caribbean 
(AMERICAS.2), European External Action Service (EEAS) (via video conference) 

Viviane de Pierrefeu, Chargé d’affaires, Mission of Honduras to the EU highlights the fact that 
Xiomara Castro has been the first woman elected as President in Honduras and explains that 
she enjoys wide social and international acceptance. She stresses that the visit of the DCAM is 
highly anticipated by the national authorities, recalling the visit of the Honduran Congress to 
the European Parliament on 26 September. She points out that the commitment shown by the 
delegation during their Brussels visit such as the fight against corruption and the desire to 
strengthen the relationship with the EU as well as the need to have an inclusive, positive 
dialogue for all, remains important to them,. Therefore, Congress reiterates its commitment to 
set up the CICIH under the auspices of the UN and to carry out the election of the Supreme 
Court of Justice with total transparency and with respect to gender parity.  

José Gabriel Lambour Peñalonzo, Head of Mission of the Republic of Guatemala to the 
European Union, begins by saying that the last visit by an EP delegation took place from 29 
October to 1 November 2018. He recalls that the commitment to a positive relationship with 
the EU dates back to 2001, with a desire to strengthen the exchange with the EU and the 
European Parliament. He states that the objective of the mission would be to have a have a clear 
and comprehensive vision of the country's situation and discuss relevant issues to strengthen 
the relationship in a positive and constructive manner. He also asks for openness in order to 
take into consideration the meeting suggestions they will send soon. He remembers that 
Guatemala believes in good governance and the rule of law where the political institutions must 
guarantee the separation of powers. He recognises the importance of judicial independence for 
economic and social development and the protection of human rights. The Ambassador 
highlights the creation of a Presidential Commission on Corruption and the Presidentia l 
Commission for Peace and Human Rights (Comisión Presidencial por la Paz y Derechos 
Humanos - COPADEH) to assist the executive in fighting corruption and upholding human 
rights. He recalls Guatemala's commitment to strengthening the rule of law and emphasises that 
democracies are constantly evolving. The ambassador underlines that the EU is an important 
ally of Guatemala and that any existing concerns would require a balanced dialogue and a 
constructive spirit. He concludes by recalling that both Guatemala and the EU share values and 
principles as evidenced by the support given to the UN resolutions on the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.  

Jonathan Hatwell, Head of Division, Mexico, Central America and Caribbean (AMERICAS.2), 
European External Action Service (EEAS) highlights the timing of the visit to Central America, 
especially after the commitment shown by the EU to strengthen the relations with Latin 
America and the Caribbean, reminding that there have been no summits in the region since 
2015. He is pleased with the agendas as they include meetings with national authorities but also 
with civil society and other relevant stakeholders, in line with the aim of having a 
comprehensive overview of the situation. As for Honduras, he recalls that there are positive 
relations with the country and that the EU has been an important development cooperation 
partner. He emphasises that the EU is committed to supporting the country to address economic 
and social challenges faced after tropical storms, the impact of COVID and the consequences 
of Russian aggression. He underlines the need for a sustainable, inclusive agenda to tackle 
structural high levels of poverty, deep-rooted inequality, as well as to build resilience to external 
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shocks and foster better-living conditions and economic opportunities in order to reduce 
migration, particularly irregular migration. He points to the EUR 128 million that are earmarked 
for development cooperation in the four coming years and that would serve as the basis for 
cooperation efforts in the areas of sustainable use of natural resources, decent work and 
employment, and the rule of law and democratic governance. He highlights the need to put 
human rights as a priority to have a sustainable agenda and welcomes the plan of setting up the 
CICIH under the UN umbrella, with the EU following closely the debate on the mandate of this 
commission. He stresses that Honduras is the first country to have signed the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement with the EU, a strong signal of the commitment to the green transition 
and sustainable development. Nonetheless, he expresses his disappointment at Honduras’ 
change of stance in relation to Ukraine and underscores the importance of the vote on the latest 
UNGA resolution that condemned Russian annexation, in which Honduras abstained. He 
suggests this recent development as something to raise during the mission of the EP.  

Concerning Guatemala, he highlights that there are good relations with the country, as also 
demonstrated after the Russian aggression, where Guatemala´s condemnation of the war has 
been strong. He explains that this message of appreciation was conveyed by HR/VP Josep 
Borrell to President Giammattei in New York. On the less positive side, he shows concern about 
the increasing pressure on the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary, which is closely 
monitored by the EU. He stresses that there is a pattern of legal actions initiated against 
independent judges, lawyers and prosecutors and that the loss of judicial immunity has resulted 
in 20 judges leaving the country. He highlights that this has been accompanied by campaigns 
of intimidation on social media, particularly by far rights groups. Furthermore, Mr Hatwell 
draws attention to the arrest of the journalist Jose Ruben Zamora, which raised concerns about 
press freedom in the country as stated by the Spokesperson. He asks the Guatemalan authorit ies 
to guarantee the right to due process. He praises the good macroeconomic performance and 
high resilience to external shocks the country is showing, being among the first countries, which 
recovered from the negative economic impact of the pandemic. However, he emphasises that 
the positive economic development is accompanied by high levels of poverty, inequality and 
chronic malnutrition, recalling that these are important issues that need to be addressed for 
macroeconomic performance to be sustainable. He concludes by expressing readiness to work 
with the authorities to address these challenges and calling for further efforts to fight corruption 
and impunity and respect the rule of law. 

Speakers: Gabriel Mato (EPP/Spain), Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D/Spain), Leopoldo López Gil 
(EPP/Spain). 

4. Information on logistical issues 

The Chair briefed the Members on the logistical preparation of the delegation visit. 

5. Any other business 

The meeting closed at 16.04. 
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