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Othmar Karas has been a Member of the European Parliament (Austria, 
EPP) since 1999. He is the First Vice-President of the European Parliament 
and is responsible inter alia for information and communication policy, 
the Members' Research Service and library (both within EPRS), and 
relations with NATO, the OSCE, World Bank and the IMF. He is a member 
of Parliament's Bureau, of the EP Committee for Economic and Monetary 
Affairs (ECON), and the EP Delegation for relations with the United States. 
Prior to his election to the European Parliament, he was Member of the 
Austrian Parliament and Secretary-General of the Austrian People's Party. 
He is a visiting lecturer at Danube University Krems, Vienna University for 
Economics and Business, and University of Vienna. Since 1998 he has been 
President of the Austrian Aid Organisation 'Hilfswerk Österreich' and, since 
2009, founder and speaker of the non-partisan citizen's forum 
'Bürgerforum Europa'. 
 

 

Valérie Hayer has been a Member of the European Parliament (France, 
Renew) since 2019. She is co-President of the Renew Europe Group’s 
French delegation and Renew Europe’s spokesperson on budgetary and 
financial affairs. She is a member of the European Parliament’s negotiating 
team on the long-term EU budget (Multiannual Financial Framework) and 
EP co-rapporteur on the sources of revenue for the EU budget (“own 
resources”). She is also a substitute member of the Industry Committee 
and negotiated on the Digital Services Act. Over this legislature, she has 
taken the lead on files such as the new own resources, NextGeneration EU, 
the 2021-2027 EU budget, the Brexit Adjustment Reserve, the Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism, and the reform of the EU’s carbon market 
(ETS). She was previously a municipal councillor, and also Vice-President 
of the Departmental Council in France. 
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Pascal Lamy is the President of the Paris Peace Forum and of the 
European branch of the Brunswick Group. He coordinates the Jacques 
Delors Institutes (Paris, Berlin, Brussels). He is an affiliated professor at the 
China Europe International Business School CEIBS (Shanghai) and at HEC 
(Paris). He was previously Trade Commissioner (1999-2004), Director 
General of Crédit Lyonnais (1994-1999), Chief of Staff of the President of 
the European Commission, Jacques Delors and his G7 Sherpa (1985-1994), 
Deputy Chief of Staff of the French Prime Minister (1983-1985) and to the 
French Minister of the Economy and Finance (1981-1983). From 2005 to 
2013, he served two consecutive terms as Director General of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO).  
 

 

Klaudie Mrkusová is a policy officer in the Directorate-General for Energy 
of the European Commission, where she mainly deals with energy 
research and new energy technologies. Besides, she promotes and 
represents the voices and opinions of the new generation as vice-chair of 
the FAN - the youth and alumni network of the European Forum Alpbach. 
In the past, she managed a Viennese e-mobility startup, founded an NGO 
focusing on education of children in Togo, and gathered experience in 
French diplomacy and the OECD. She graduated from SciencesPo Paris 
with an exchange at the University of Hong Kong. 

 

 

 
 


