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Esther Duflo 
Abdul Latif Jameel Professor of Poverty Alleviation and 
Development Economics, Department of Economics, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2019 Nobel 
Prize for Economics 

 
Esther Duflo is the Abdul Latif Jameel Professor of Poverty Alleviation and Development 
Economics in the Department of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and a co-founder and co-director of the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL). In 
her research, she seeks to understand the economic lives of the poor, with the aim to 
help design and evaluate social policies. She has worked on health, education, financial 
inclusion, environment and governance. 
 
Professor Esther Duflo’s first degrees were in history and economics from Ecole Normale 
Superieure, Paris. She subsequently received a Ph.D. in Economics from MIT in 1999.  
 
Duflo has received numerous academic honors and prizes including 2019 Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel (with co-Laureates 
Abhijit Banerjee and Michael Kremer), the Princess of Asturias Award for Social Sciences 
(2015), the A.SK Social Science Award (2015), Infosys Prize (2014), the David N. Kershaw 
Award (2011), a John Bates Clark Medal (2010), and a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
Fellowship (2009).  With Abhijit Banerjee, she wrote Poor Economics: A Radical 
Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty, which won the Financial Times and 
Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Award in 2011 and has been translated into 
more than 17 languages, and the recently released Good Economics for Hard Times. 
 
Duflo is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and a Corresponding Fellow of 
the British Academy. 
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Dominic Crowley  
President, Voluntary Organisations in Cooperation in 
Emergencies (VOICE) 
 
For the last 25 years Dominic has worked with NGOs, initially in 
various conflict contexts and, since 2000, with Concern 

Worldwide in Ireland, where he has been the Emergency Director since 2013. He is 
responsible for developing and overseeing the organisation’s humanitarian policy and 
manages a team of 25 people with responsibility for a broad range of sectoral policy and 
surge response. He has deployed to many of the major disasters in the last decade and 
has a deep understanding of programming contexts. 
 
With 12 years on the VOICE Board, Dominic has considerable institutional memory of 
the network and has made a significant contribution to establishing VOICE as a network 
with the credibility to defend the relevance, role and diversity of NGOs in the delivery of 
humanitarian aid, and to assess and analyse changes in our operating environment. 
 
Dominic’s experience and engagement allow him to combine elements of policy with 
the more practical grounding of field realities. He believes that it is essential that 
humanitarian aid policy and advocacy are founded in the realities of programme delivery 
and consistently informed by fundamental humanitarian principles and standards. 
Dominic has a strong commitment to and understanding of the challenges facing NGOs 
in humanitarian response in the 21st Century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

4 
 

Andreas Papaconstantinou 
Director, Neighbourhood and Middle East, Directorate 
General for European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations, European Commission 
 
Andreas Papaconstantinou is currently the Director for 

Neighbourhood and Middle East with the Directorate General for European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) at the European Commission. 
In this capacity, he is also responsible for Humanitarian Aid Thematic Policies. Before 
joining DG ECHO, he was Head of Unit for Ocean Governance, Law of the Sea, Arctic 
Policy with the Directorate General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries at the European 
Commission.  
 
Prior to that Mr. Papaconstantinou was Senior Adviser in the cabinets of European 
Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Maria Damanaki (2010-2014) and 
European Commissioner for Environment Stavros Dimas (2004-2010). Previously, he was 
a member of the Policy Unit of the European Union’s High Representative for Common 
Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana (2002-2004), a seconded diplomat to NATO’s 
International Secretariat, Defence Planning and Operations Division (1999-2002), and 
the Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe for Albania 
(1998-1999). Mr. Papaconstantinou holds a Law Degree from Aristotle University in 
Greece and a Master’s Degree in European Law from the Université Libre de Bruxelles in 
Belgium, and he has been a Fellow at the Weatherhead Centre for International Affairs, 
Harvard University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

5 
 

Mariella Di Ciommo 
Associate director - Europe and Africa in the world, 
European Centre for Development Policy Management 
(ECDPM) 
 
Mariella Di Ciommo is the associate director for Europe and 

Africa in the World at ECDPM, the Africa-Europe think tank, and a member of the 
management team. She oversees the work of the digital, migration, Africa-Europe 
relations, and European foreign and development policy teams.  
 
Her research focuses on EU foreign and development policy, the European financing 
instruments for external action and Africa-Europe relations. She has conducted 
extensive research on the EU engagement with middle-income countries and gender 
equality issues. She is a regular advisor and expert to European Institutions and EU 
member states and their principal stakeholders.  
 
Before joining ECDPM, Mariella led the the country presence of Development Initiatives, 
a data-driven organization, in Brazil. She led their analytical work and engagement on 
South-South cooperation and led several analyses on data for development and 
development finance issues for various European governments, international 
organisations and NGOs. Mariella couples her policy research background with practical 
on-the ground experience acquired for local organisations and Caritas Internationalis. 
She holds two master’s degrees, one in social anthropology from the London School of 
Economics and one in economics from Bocconi University. 
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