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Conservation & Mgment measures

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Review-of-the-implementation-of-the-International-
Fischer-Erikstein/eb4c00e0022d2a032c24da3777bb81ea10448b8a/figure/1

“Finning” is already banned globally



Conservation & Mgment measures

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 



What do we fish?

The EU fleet condemns the prac;ce of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

The EU has an important surface



State of the stock

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 



Can we differentiate shark species & 
fins?

The EU fleet condemns the prac;ce of “finning” by any fleet in the world 



Are sharks & fins traceable ?

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrS99p_1YNI



Are sharks & fins traceable ?

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 



Is trade a problem ?

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

FAO Expert Advisory Panel for the assessment of proposal to amend CITES appendices

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/es/c/cc1931en/

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA3576EN



Are sharks only caught for the market value 
of their fins ?

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

Shark fishing would 
not be profitable 
without the sale of 
the carcasses



Food security & Socio-economic benefits 

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

- Spanish surface longline fleet: 209 vessels. Targeting sharks:170 vessels

- Catches: In 2022, Spanish fleet landed 46.539 MT (live weight)

- Value (2022): 64,5 M €



Important source of protein

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 



Where does the EU fleet sell the catches?

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

- The majority of shark catches harvested in all oceans are transported to 
Vigo (Spain) where they are processed (fin cutting)

- Meat is sold in Spain, EU (e.g., Italy, Greece, Rumania, Portugal, Poland, 
Germany), South America (Brazil, Peru, Colombia), Russia and Ukraine

- Fins are sent to Hong Kong, Japan, China and California

- Asian fleets do not use EU verified fin commercial logistics channels



Does the fleet care about sharks? 

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

https://fipblues.com/en/fip-blues



Conclusions

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

• We would be banning a perfectly legal & sustainable ac9vity in Europe

• Fin trade ban = serious consequences for European fishers, processors, 
retailers and consumers and nega-ve effects for the Asian market

X Fishery economically unsustainable (40% income loss)

X Reloca8on of landings/processing to non-EU countries

X Increase food waste 

X Boost unsustainable imports in Asia

• It would NOT help improve the situa-on in Asian markets



Our Proposals

The EU fleet condemns the practice of “finning” by any fleet in the world 

• Maintain exploited sharks species within safe biological limits & MSY

• Strict protection and conservation of endangered shark species

• Improvement of data collection and reporting

• Support research & science to underpin stock status

• Effective enforcement of relevant national and international rules and level 
playing field (e.g., adopt a fin attached policy in all RFMOs)

• Enhance traceability and certification of sustainably harvested shark products in 
Asian countries

• Better coherence and coordination between fisheries and env. administrations



THANKS!
Do you have any questions?

europeche@europeche.org
+32 2 230 4848

www.europeche.org

Committed to responsible fishing, 
nature, science and seafood supply 

now and for future generations


