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MINUTES

Twelfth Ordinary Plenary Session, 12 December 2019, 9.00-11.00 and 13 December
2019, 11.00-13.00

Seat of the Latin-American Parliament, Panama City, Panama
Room: Auditorium

The meeting opened on Thursday, 12 December 2019 at 9.00 with the acting Latin American
Co-President and President of Parlatino, Senator Jorge Pizarro Soto, in the Chair.

Opening of the Ordinary Plenary Sitting: election of Co-Presidents and Co-Vice-
Presidents by both components of the Assembly

The acting Latin American Co-President announced that the Members of the European
component, elected in the European elections of May 2019, had put forward Javi Lopez MEP
as Co-President of the Assembly. Mr Lopez was elected by acclamation.

The European Co-President announced on behalf of the Members of the Latin American
component that Senator Jorge Pizarro Soto had been formally nominated for the post of Co-

President of the Assembly. Mr Pizarro was elected by acclamation.

The Co-Vice-Presidents of the Assembly were then elected. The European component, elected
in the European elections of May 2019, had nominated the following candidates:

— Jordi Caiias MEP (Renew)
— Sandra Pereira MEP (GUE)

PV\1200824EN.docx AP102.929v01-00

EN



— Hermann Tertsch MEP (ECR)

— José Manuel Garcia-Margallo MEP (PPE) (absent)
— Nikos Androulakis MEP (ECR)

— Herbert Dorfmann MEP (PPE)

— Beata Mazurek MEP (ECR) (absent)

The European component’s proposals were adopted by acclamation.

The Latin American Co-President announced that the Latin American component’s Co-
President and Co-Vice-Presidents would be elected in March 2020.

Official opening of the 12th Ordinary Plenary Session and Commemoration of the 55th
anniversary of the Latin American Parliament

Speakers:
. The Rt Hon. Marcos Enrique Castillero Barahona, President of the National
Assembly of Panama
. Javi Lépez MEP, President of the European component of the EuroLat
Assembly
. Senator Jorge Pizarro, President of the Latin American component of the
EuroLat Assembly and President of the Latin American Parliament (Parlatino)
. High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy / Vice-President of the European Commission, Josep Borell Fontelles
(by videoconferencing)
. Alejandro Ferrer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama
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The session was adjourned at 11.00 and resumed at 9.00 on Friday, 13 December 2019, with
Jorge Pizarro (Co-President) and Jordi Canias (Co-Vice-President) presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda of the Ordinary Plenary Session
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of the minutes of the eleventh Ordinary Plenary Session

The minutes of the plenary session were approved.

3. Announcements by the Co-Presidents of the Assembly, including the decisions of
the Executive Bureau at its meetings of February and October 2019

None.

4. Debate on the report of the Committee on Political Affairs, Security and Human
Rights

Monica Silvana Gonzalez (EP, S&D), the European co-rapporteur, presented the draft
report on ‘Regulating lobbying activities in the EU and Latin America and the
Caribbean’, which the Committee had approved at its meeting of 28 February 2019 in
Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia).

The European co-rapporteur explained that the report stressed the need to regulate
relations between public authorities and lobby groups and highlighted practical ways to
ensure compliance with the rules in this area, guarantee transparency and prevent
conflicts of interest. Ms Gonzalez added that many countries in both regions had already
made progress in regulating the activities of lobby groups, by introducing various rules,
codes of conduct and registers. She also highlighted the EU institutions’ adoption of the
transparency register.

Against this backdrop, the draft report included proposals from different regulatory
traditions, highlighting six fundamental elements:

— the need for a clear definition of lobby groups;

— transparency and the need for lobby groups, their objectives and sources of funding
to be made public, and for registers to be reliable;

— effective oversight of the rules governing the activities of lobby groups and the
existence of dissuasive sanctions to punish non-compliance;

— fair conditions for participation in decision-making as a fundamental requirement
for democracy;

— the need to regulate and establish stricter rules and oversight mechanisms that avoid
‘revolving doors’ between the public and private sectors;

— protection for whistleblowers.
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Roger Haroldo Rodas Melgar (Parlacen, Guatemala) stood in for the Latin American
co-rapporteur, Angel Rozas (Parlatino, Argentina), who was absent. Mr Rodas
congratulated the European co-rapporteur on having drafted a very comprehensive
report.

Speakers: Hermann Tertsch (ECR).

5. Exchange of views with the FAO on ‘the role of parliaments in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals: progress and challenges for 2030’

Luis Lobo, Technical Officer of the Spain-UN Food and Agricultural Organisation
(FAO) Programme, FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean,
introduced the topic by thanking the parliaments of Latin America and the Caribbean
and Europe for their support in opening a space for dialogue and recognising the
magnitude of the challenges involved in eliminating malnutrition in the world. He also
stressed the work undertaken by EuroLat in that area, citing the Resolution on Food
Security adopted in 2014.

Mr Lobo outlined some of the challenges in meeting the 2030 Agenda and particularly
Sustainable Development Goal No 2 (SDG 2), entitled ‘Zero Hunger’. Some 2 billion
people around the world lacked access to sufficient nutritious food, 820 million of whom
suffered from hunger, and 161 million children under five years old had stunted growth.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, some 42.5 million individuals still suffered from
the scourge of hunger, although its prevalence had fallen from 11.9% to 6.5% of the
population between 2000 and 2018. More serious still, the trend has reversed in recent
years, with of hungry people growing since 2015. Hunger was chiefly a reflection of
inequality, of which indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, and other poverty-stricken
groups bore the brunt. Investing in good nutrition for all would therefore not only
improve the health of societies but also contribute to the cognitive development of
individuals and thus to the development of countries’ economic, cultural, and social
potential.

There was, meanwhile, a global problem of people being overweight. An estimated 39%
of adults in the world are overweight and 13% suffer obesity. While about 153 million
adults in the EU suffer from obesity, almost a quarter of the adult population in Latin
America and the Caribbean does. It was a problem that needed to be seen from a gender
perspective, since obesity is more prevalent in women than in men: 15% versus 11%
worldwide. These figures were alarming, especially since malnutrition by excess is a
factor contributing to the development of diseases, such as cardiovascular disease and
diabetes, which accounted for 71% of deaths worldwide in 2016. This public health
problem was also incurring enormous costs for governments, using up funds that that
could be earmarked to meet other needs. The causes of food insecurity, obesity and
overweight included inequality, current models of production and consumption,
population growth, urbanisation, conflict and climate change; all factors with a direct
impact on rural livelihoods and forced migration. Given that food was all-important for
human life and potential development, Mr Lobo noted that no progress could be made
in sustainable development or combating climate change without beginning by
eliminating hunger, preventing overweight and obesity, and transforming current food

AP102.929v01-00 4/12 PV\1200824EN.docx

EN



systems into more stable and healthy ones.

In this context, the FAO considered it crucial that parliaments made commitments on
the zero-hunger objective. Given the complexity of the problem, its multi-sectoral
nature and the need for medium- and long-term policies to address it, parliamentarians
had a strategic role to play in achieving a healthier and more sustainable society and
planet. Mr Lobo stressed that members of parliament were key protagonists in building
state policies through legislation and in carrying out oversight activities to enforce it
and ensure its long-term impact, by virtue of their capacity as citizens’ representatives
and their democratic functions and ability to meet challenges by building consensus and
by means of plurality and constructive dialogue. The FAO offered parliaments technical
support, scientific data and its capacity to coordinate with various stakeholders and
facilitate dialogue.

Mr Lobo concluded by proposing the FAO’s cooperation with the EuroLat Assembly
on three lines of joint work:

— Strengthening the Assembly’s work in the field of food and nutrition security, in
order to address the challenges linked to the achievement of ‘Zero Hunger’ and the
2030 Agenda, such as obesity and overweight, an adequate gender approach, a
territorial approach to addressing hunger and poverty, the creation of sustainable
and healthy food systems and their link to climate change, among others.

— Establishing a permanent space for exchanges of experiences between Europe and
Latin America on the parliamentary tasks linked to SDG 2 and other sustainable
development goals pertaining to healthy and sustainable food systems.

— Strengthening international cooperation supporting parliamentary work to reduce
hunger and malnutrition in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Mr Lobo expressed his conviction that these proposals would help the parliaments of
both regions to strengthen their exchange processes with a view to addressing common
challenges and, in general, to taking action to honour the global commitments
concerning SDG 2 and the agreements signed at the first Global Parliamentary Summit
against Hunger and Malnutrition, held in October 2018 in Madrid.

They were also likely to help EuroLat’s regional and subregional member parliaments
increase their capacities, with technical support from FAO and other specialised
agencies, to identify the problems and possible legislative solutions involved in
achieving SDG 2 and helping pass laws able to address the new challenges for food
systems connected with climate change and forced migration. He also believed that they
would help ensure the proper implementation of national legislation on food and related
issues.

Lastly, Mr Lobo mentioned the success of the ‘Parliamentary Front against Hunger in
Latin America and the Caribbean (PFH-LAC)’, a regional network of lawmakers
committed to food and nutritional security set up 10 years ago with the support of the
FAOQ, Parlatino and the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation
(AECID). PFH-LAC maintained a presence in 21 national congresses and five regional
and/or subregional parliaments: Parlatino, Parlandino, Parlacen and Parlasur. Its main
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achievements included passing and implementing 43 national laws on food and nutrition
security, family farming, food loss and waste, school meals, agro-ecology, food
labelling, specific taxes and trust funds for the fight against hunger. He also stressed the
key role played by the regional parliaments of Latin America and the Caribbean in this
process, such as in the model laws (on the right to food, food security, family farming,
school meals, artisanal fisheries and aquaculture, among others), drafted by Parlatino
which served as a benchmark for drawing up national legislation. Similarly, FPH-LAC’s
success had inspired other similar initiatives such as the ‘European Parliamentary
Alliance for the Fight against Hunger and Malnutrition’ at the EP, the ‘Spanish
Parliamentary Alliance for the Right to Food’ and other comparable processes in Africa
and Asia.

Speakers: Pablo Gonzalez (Parlatino), Gloria Oqueli (Parlacen), Mery Elina Zabala
Montenegro (Parlatino), Alejandra del Carmen Ledn Gastélum (Parlatino), Pamela
Aguirre (Parlandino), Juan Alfonso Fuentes Soria (Parlacen), Julia Perié (Parlasur),
Hugo Quiroz (Parlandino), Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew), Hebert Choque
(Parlandino), Tilly Metz (Verts/ALE).

6. Vote on the motion for a resolution contained in the report of the Committee on
Political Affairs, Security and Human Rights

The motion for a resolution on ‘Regulating lobbying activities’ tabled by the Committee
on Political Affairs, Security and Human Rights, with Monica Silvana Gonzalez (EP,
S&D) and Angel Rozas (Parlatino, Argentina) as rapporteurs, was adopted
unanimously.

7. Other business

As decided by the Executive Board, two Bolivian Members of the Assembly were
offered the floor to explain the current situation in their country.

Mery Elina Zabala Montenegro (Parlatino) was first to speak. She stated that that no
coup d’état had taken place in Bolivia, but the situation was rather the result of the
frustrations at the 14 years of President Evo Morales’s government, particularly its
failure to abide by the result of the 2018 referendum, which had decided against
President Morales’s re-election, and with Constitutional Court ruling allowing him to
stand, in breach of the country’s Constitution. She spoke out against corruption under
President Morales’ administration and the lack of respect for human rights. She insisted
that that the interim President Jeanine Afiez had been sworn in in full accordance with
the Constitution.

Edgar Mejia Aguilar (Parlatino) then took the floor. He denounced the coup d’état in
Bolivia, the violation of human rights and the excessive use of military and police force.
He stated that the election of the interim President was illegal, since he lacked the
necessary quorum in the Senate and because President Evo Morales would not complete
his constitutional mandate before 22 January 2020. The presidential candidate Carlos
De Mesa had called for mobilisation before the final results of the 20 October elections
had been known. Mr Mejia denounced what he qualified as a wave of excessive violence
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fomented by a civic group which had cost 33 lives, and called for an international
investigation.

10. Date and place of the next meetings of the Standing Parliamentary Committees of
the EuroLat Assembly

The Co-Presidents announced that the next meetings of the parliamentary committees
would, in principle, be held from 18 to 22 May 2020 in the city of Santa F¢ (Argentina).

They added that the 13th Ordinary Plenary Session of EuroLat could be held in
September 2020 in Germany.

Closing Session

Speakers:

e (arlos Aguilar, Minister of Culture of Panama

e Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Vice-President of the European Parliament, on behalf of
President David Sassoli

e President of the House of Councillors of the Kingdom of Morocco, Abdelhakim
Benchamach

e Jordi Cafas, Co-President of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly

e Jorge Pizarro Soto, Co-President of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary
Assembly.

The plenary session closed at 13.00.
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EP Delegation
Javi Lopez (Co-President) (1)

Jordi Cafias 1** VP (1,2), Sandra Pereira 2" VP (1,2), Hermann
Tertsch 3 VP (1,2), Nikos Androulakis (5th VP) (1,2),
Herbert Dorfmann 6% VP (1,2).

Parlatino

Jorge Pizarro Soto (Co-President), José Serrano Salgado (Co-Vice-
President)

Parlandino

Hugo Quiroz (Co-Vice-President)

Parlacen

Juan Alfonso Fuente Soria (Co-Vice-President)
Parlasur

Daniel Caggiani (Co-Vice-President)

JPC EU-Mexico

Minerva Citlalli Hernandez Mora (Co-Vice-President)

JPC EU-Chile

Unenose/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Bovievtég/Members/Zastupnici/Députés/Deputati/Deputati/
Nariai/Képviselok/ Membri/Leden/Postowie/Deputados/Deputati/Jasenet/Ledamoter
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EP Delegation

Bartosz Artukowicz (1,2), Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (1,2),
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (1,2), Sara Cerdas (1,2), Nicola Danti
(2), Iban Garcia Del Blanco (1,2), Chiara Gemma (1,2),
Monica Silvana Gonzélez (1,2), Teuvo Hakkarainen(1,2),
Balazs Hidvéghi (1,2), Pierre Karleskind (1,2), Maria Manuel
Leitdo Marques (1,2), Leopoldo Lopez Gil (1,2), Georg Mayer
(1,2), Tilly Metz (1,2), Javier Nart (1,2), Sabrina Pignedoli
(1,2), Samira Rafaela (1,2), Jorgen Warborn (1,2), Juan
Ignacio Zoido Alvarez (1,2).

Parlatino

Antonio Anastasia, Alfredo Asti, Miguel Enrique Charbonet
Martell, Eugene Cleopa, Endy J. H. Croes, Benita Diaz, Pablo
Gonzalez Rodriguez, Rolando Gonzalez Patricio, Oscar Samuel
Leon, Alejandra del Carmen Ledén Gastélum, Edgar Mejia Aguilar,
Julio Enrique Mineur Dewitte, Luis Morlote Rivas, Karine Nifio
Gutiérrez, Rosa Orellana, Edgar Isaac Ortiz Riveros, Washington
Paredes, Beatriz Robles Gutiérrez, Miguel Tadeo Rojas Meza,
Silvia Salgado, Mery Elina Zabala Montenegro.

Parlandino

Pamela Aguirre, Rosa Mireya Cardenas, Herbert Choque, Fausto
Cobo Montalvo, German Dario Hoyos, Alberto Moreno Cuéllar,
Victor Rolando de Sousa, Alan Fairlie, Cesar Ortiz Zorro, Oscar
Dario Pérez, Jorge Luis Romero, Oscar Hernan Sanchez, Patricia
Teran, Carlos Andres Trujillo, Mario Zufiga.

Parlacen

Aixa Marili Aguilar Revelorio, Alejandro Bravo, Eugenio Chicas,
Larissa Colindres, Claudia Lorena de Avila,Ruben De Leén,
Victor Mojica, Sandra Noriega, Gloria Guadalupe Oqueli, Daniel
Ortega Reyes, Roger Haroldo Rodas Melgar, Fanny Salinas,
Hiliana Sarmiento, Gilberto Succari.

Parlasur

José Andrés Arocena, Edith Benitez, Pablo Barrone, Juan Bogado,
Arlindo Chinaglia, Enrique Gallo, Alejandro Karlen, Julia Perié,
Oscar Ronderos.

JPC EU-Mexico
Annia Sarahi Gomez Cardenas

JPC EU-Chile

Namestniki/Varajésenet/Suppleanter

3amectauim/Suplentes/Nahradnici/Stedfortredere/Stellvertreter/ Asendusliikmed/Avarninpotéc/Substitutes/Zamjenici/Suppléants/

EP Delegation

Nicolas Bay (1,2), Mario Furore (1,2), Enik6 Gy6ri (1,2),
Alicia Homs Ginel (1,2), Sven Simon (1,2).

Parlatino

Parlandino

Parlacen

Parlasur

JPC EU-Mexico

JPC EU-Chile
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