European Parliament ==
2019-2024 =~

Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly

DLAT_PV(2023)0202

MINUTES

of the meeting of 2 February 2023, 14.30-16.30

Brussels

The meeting opened on Thursday 2 February 2023 at 14.42, with Javi Lopez (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda 0J-PE624.874v01-00
The draft agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes.
2. Approval of minutes of meeting of:
e 19 October 2022 PV-PE624.873v01-00
The minutes of the meeting were approved.
3. Chair’s announcements

Javi Lopez stated that on 24 January, the President of the European Council, Charles
Michel, and the President pro tempore of CELAC, Ralph Gonsalves, President of Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, announced that the next Summit of Heads of State and
Government of the European Union and CELAC would take place in Brussels on 17 and
18 July 2023. He stated that the EuroLat plenary session would be held in Madrid the week
following the summit, i.e. from 24 to 27 July. He stated that there had already been a formal
invitation from the Spanish Senate to host this meeting at its headquarters.

He also said that the EuroLat committees’ April session would ultimately not take place on
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the scheduled dates due to logistical constraints and at the request of the Latin American
members. He added that it had been postponed to the November green week (week 44), in
accordance with the EuroLat Rules of Procedure. He stated that the location was still to be
confirmed and was the responsibility of the Latin American members.

He also announced that a virtual Bureau meeting would take place prior to the summit,
probably in June, in order to prepare a message for the summit. He added that letters of
reply had been received from Commissioners Frans Timmermans and Mariya Gabriel on
the resolutions adopted at the last EuroLat plenary meeting held last April in Argentina,
which stated that they had taken due note of the work carried out and they shared their
intention to incorporate it into the working frameworks and programmes under their
responsibility. He recalled that this information had been shared with the members. Finally,
he expressed the intention to have a calendar, albeit a provisional one, for EuroLat
delegation meetings in order to assist the groups in the preparation of the work.

4. Exchange of views on the follow-up to the ‘Road to 2023’ document,
with the participation of:

e Javier Nifio, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas, European External Action
Service (EEAS)

Javier Nifo Pérez, Deputy Executive Director for the Americas of the European External
Action Service (EEAS) reported that the Summit on 17 and 18 July in Brussels would be
accompanied by a series of events, including a meeting with civil society, a youth event and
a business forum. In addition, there will be a number of activities that also seek to strengthen
ties with Latin America and the Caribbean in a wide range of thematic areas, including the
launch of a digital alliance with the region in mid-March, possibly a meeting for
environmental ministers and a pharmaceutical industry cooperation event tentatively
planned for May. There will also be a series of events and debates, some organised by the
Fundacion Carolina, in preparation for this Summit. He stressed that the aim was for the
Summit to focus on future-oriented political content and that it should mark the beginning
of a new era of relations with Latin America and the Caribbean. He insisted that this
relationship was stronger than ever, offering the example of President Michel’s participation
at the CELAC summit in Buenos Aires, as well as the Commission President’s reference to
a new Agenda for Latin America and the Caribbean in the last State of the Union address
and reinforced support from the Member States. He also recalled the meeting of the foreign
ministers from the two regions in Buenos Aires last November, the first to take place in
person in five years, where promising messages for a strong relationship were shared.

He announced that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines held the new pro tempore presidency
of CELAC. He stated that this would not have a radical impact on relations, but that he felt
that, due to the country’s small size, the presidency would pose a number of logistical
challenges and that, therefore, the countries of the region as well as the European Union
itself would have to provide support. He said that he would go to the country in a few weeks
to discuss how to support the presidency of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. He also
mentioned that this would be an opportunity to strengthen the Caribbean agenda, and to
discuss matters of interest expected to be highlighted by the country such as the social
agenda, the fight against climate change and financing issues. He mentioned the items that
would accompany the summit and the political actions, placing special emphasis on
association agreements. In this regard, he mentioned the political agreement with Chile, the

PE624.875v01-00 2/10 PV\1272173EN.docx

EN



efforts to move forward with Mexico and the challenge posed by the Mercosur agreement,
although he believed that there was willingness to reach an agreement. He also mentioned
the ratification of the Association Agreement with Central America, which has been pending
for 10 years, and of the new Cotonou Agreement.

He referred to the Global Gateway, the new EU investment model that he would like to
present to Latin American counterparts in order to make them aware not only of the
economic prospects but also of everything that our bi-regional strategic partnership
represents in terms of respect for the environment, the social agenda and labour standards.
The Global Gateway would therefore be considered as another of the Summit’s
‘deliverables’. He spoke about a strategic document being prepared by the Commission and
the EEAS, consisting of a joint communication to be published on 3 May, which would set
out the items he had mentioned and where emphasis would be placed on the need to work at
regional level, which he believed had been facilitated by Brazil’s return to CELAC, and on
sub-regional and bilateral ties.

Speakers: Juan Ignacio Zoido Alvarez (PPE, Spain), Maria-Manuel Leitdo-Marques (S&D,
Portugal), Jordi Cafas (Renew, Spain), Inmaculada Rodriguez-Pifiero (S&D, Spain),
Leopoldo Lopez Gil (PPE, Spain), Hermann Tertsch (CRE, Spain), Massimiliano Smeriglio
(S&D, Italy), Monica Silvana Gonzalez (S&D, Spain), Alicia Homs Ginel (S&D, Spain),
Maria Soraya Rodriguez Ramos (Renew, Spain), Sandra Pereira (La Izquierda, Portugal),
Javi Lopez (S&D, Spain)

. Exchange of views on the presentation of the Fundacion Carolina’s Annual Report
2022-2023, ‘Latin America: Transitions, where are we going?’, with the participation
of:

e José Antonio Sanahuja, Director, Fundacion Carolina

He began by expressing the extreme gravity of the socio-economic crisis in the region,
mentioning that the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Jos¢ Manuel Salazar, had said that in the last
ten years, the region had experienced a second ‘lost decade’ in terms of development with
worse economic indicators than in the first, and that the region risks entering a third ‘lost
decade’. He recalled that in the last ten years, no progress was made in reducing poverty and
inequality, and that extreme poverty had got even worse, as the pandemic has set progress
back by 25 years. Although he explained that there are several dimensions to this crisis, he
insists that education is one of the main drivers, as it has not been possible to work with
increased digitalisation due to existing digital gaps in terms of access, skills and abilities to
adapt to online education. This has resulted in a loss of learning and an increase in the
proportion of unqualified young people not in employment or education, prolonging the
crisis and hampering the possibility of reducing inequality patterns. He also expressed that
the region had responded to the crisis with unprecedented levels of financial support, leading
to an increase in external indebtedness. He said that the region was lacking in fiscal space,
and that access to external financing was limited, tying this in with the risk of a debt crisis
in Latin America. He said that now is the time for a tax deal with progressive tax reforms,
innovation in terms of access to external financing and mechanisms such as debt-for-
environment swaps. He also pointed out that debt crises in a fragmented and polarised
political environment, with low levels of trust in institutions and high levels of public
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disaffection and inequality, can lead to social uprisings or political crises that are even more
severe. He mentioned that this could pave the way for the rise of authoritarian forces, which
would enable external actors to use bilateral aid or contingency funding for power politics,
as was the case with vaccine diplomacy.

With regard to the ecological crisis in Latin America, he said that it was a difficult transition
process involving opposing forces, external indebtedness and the persistence of extractive
activities in the primary production sector, as well as increasingly politicised socio-
environmental demands. He explained that this process is visible in the public sphere, in
opposing developmental and environmental demands. He stated that there has been a
reported trend whereby the impact of climate change is becoming more severe, and that this
impact is unequally distributed as it coincides with the deep-rooted patterns of territorial
socio-economic inequality. With regard to the energy transition, he pointed out that Latin
America was constrained by economic needs and external indebtedness, which prevent
leaders from putting an end to the exploitation of the region’s fossil fuel resources. He also
mentioned progress and willingness to invest in renewable sources such as solar, wind and
geothermal energy, as well as the rapid growth of hydrogen and green hydrogen and lithium
projects, funded by foreign direct investment. However, he mentioned controversies over
the use of water and the socio-environmental impact on indigenous communities, public
authorities and businesses on account of the risks, as well as geopolitical competition over
these resources. In this regard, he referred to the European Union’s externally-promoted
labour and socio-environmental standards.

He expressed that Latin America was not participating in collective action, and that the main
actors that had traditionally been leaders in the region such as Mexico and Brazil had been
missing. He also referred to the fact that the region is divided and fragmented and that most
countries are experiencing domestic crises that prevent them from projecting an active
foreign policy. Furthermore, he considered that Latin America had shot itself in the foot by
dismantling its political coordination mechanisms and regional integration organisations. On
this point, he stated that there was a clear desire to promote regional cooperation and
integration, but a lack of viable proposals beyond the clear desire to restore CELAC as a
stage for political cooperation, but not for genuine integration. In his view, the recent news
of a monetary union between Argentina and Brazil was merely the relaunch of a payment
compensation mechanism that involves reducing the use of the dollar as a reserve currency,
rather than the launch of a genuine common currency. He stated that monetary unions have
very high requirements in terms of macroeconomic convergence and fiscal discipline, and
therefore he considered the proposal to be of doubtful feasibility, not least because it entails
moving away from the unanimity rule and introducing qualified majority voting. He
concluded by saying that it would be more viable to develop a more modest functional
cooperation agenda covering key areas that reflect shared development priorities in the
region, that require lower levels of political cooperation, that probably do not involve matters
relating to democracy and human rights for the sake of maintaining a certain degree of
cohesion in the region and that allow Latin America to act again as a group and communicate
as a region with external partners, and in particular with the European Union.

e Pablo Stefanoni, Studies and analysis researcher, Fundacion Carolina; PhD in History,
University of Buenos Aires

He began by stressing that the post-pandemic period was not a new challenge, but that it did
carry new dimensions, namely a crisis of institutional and social trust, i.e. a crisis of political
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representation on the one hand and a crisis linked to the living conditions of the population
on the other. He recalled that since 2021, elections or referendums had been held in almost
all Latin American countries, drawing a kind of ideological political map in the region. He
referred to the return of progressivism, the crisis of the centre-right and the emergence of the
radical right wing in some countries. Referring to Chile, he explained why the Pacific
Alliance, for example, whose role was not only to promote integration but also a political
ideology, no longer has this political-ideological aspect, having become more liberal,
conservative and a promoter of free trade. He reflected on whether we are facing a new
political cycle in Latin America, with left wing or centre-left governments. He also noted
differences with the first cycle that took place in the 2000s: voting has become more volatile,
given that parties are not being consistently re-elected over long periods of time, the
heterogeneity of progressive coalitions, which also have more internal tensions, and the
decrease in ideological enthusiasm since the 2000s. Furthermore, he mentioned that the
different left wing parties had become more divergent, comparing Gabriel Boric’s speech,
which was more critical of the Bolivarian bloc than the left wing parties of the early 2000s
were of each other.

He mentioned that disaffection, polarisation and fragmentation were the three factors used
to analyse the political situation. He explained that these occur in variable combinations and
that they may not be the same in all countries. On disaffection, he mentioned elections and
the reinstatement of mandatory voting in Chile. He said that polarisation was a localised
version of a wider trend in the West and he stated that fragmentation was particularly
apparent in the first electoral rounds. Taking the example of Peru, he mentioned that the
population had only voted for one candidate in the second round in order to reject the other,
which would partly explain why many presidents do not have parliamentary majorities, and
in some countries this can be a source of political instability. He mentioned a number of
cases he thought would spark discussion, starting with that of Chile, as it shows how
demands for change are also being articulated with those of order and predictability,
referring also to the Constitution. Secondly, the case of Brazil would shed light on the global
circulation of collective action and ideological frameworks associated with the radical right,
such as the attack on the Brazilian Congress being a kind of copy of that on the Capitol.
Finally, the case of Peru would relate to social deficits, ethnic and social divides, and
institutional models that sometimes aggravate crises rather than tackling them. Finally, he
explained that there were also new forms of politicisation, mentioning in this regard that
there had been a lot of progress in terms of civil rights, or environmentalism, which has
politicised new generations of young people in Latin America.

Speakers: Inmaculada Rodriguez-Pifiero (S&D, Spain), Jordi Canas (Renew, Spain),
Eugenia Rodriguez-Palop (La Izquierda, Spain), Ménica Silvana Gonzélez (S&D, Spain),
Maria-Manuel Leitdo-Marques (S&D, Portugal), Maria Soraya Rodriguez Ramos (Renew,
Spain), Ana Miranda Paz (Verdes/ALE, Spain).

6. Any other business
None.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation would take place on Wednesday 19 April in
Strasbourg.
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The meeting closed at 16.52.
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