
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 
 

Dear all, 

We are starting the last year of the mandate 
but time has clearly not come to decelerate. 
On the contrary, the agenda of the ENVI 
meetings of 25, 26 and 27 April is fully packed 
and we are committed to deliver for 
European citizens until the very last minute. 
The agenda also reflects the breadth and 
depth of our mission at ENVI as we will 
navigate through various issues such as 

health, climate, water, circular economy, and industry. 

Health will be at the heart of our meeting this week. Mrs. Stella Kyriakides, 
Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, will come on 26 April to present the 
long-awaited pharmaceutical package adopted the same day. In a hot context 
of shortage of medicines, this package should revamp the rules on marketing 
medicines for human use. New rules are necessary to address unmet medical 
needs and decreased patients’ access throughout Europe as well as push for 
innovation and build a more agile and efficient framework. The consideration 
of the draft report on the new rules concerning the fees of the European 
Medicine’s Agency, the votes on the medicines’ chapter of the Windsor 
agreement as well as several objections regarding marketing authorisations of 
new medicines will supplement the health chapter of our meeting this week.  

On the climate front, we will take stock of the latest, intense, inter-institutional 
negotiations on energy from renewable sources. We will also hold on 26 April 
an exchange of views with the European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate 
Change, an independent scientific body tasked to evaluate policies and identify 
actions and opportunities to achieve the EU's climate targets. The Commission 
will also come to present ENVI members its proposal on CO₂ emission 
performance standards for new heavy-duty vehicles. During a joint meeting 
with the ITRE Committee, we will vote on a draft report concerning the crucial 
reduction of methane emissions in the energy sector. 

Better managing our water resources will be one of the challenges of the 
decades to come. In that perspective, the joint public hearing organised by ENVI 
and AGRI taking place on 25 April is welcome. It is the occasion to hear from 
experts of all sides about the ways to manage sustainably water resources in 
agriculture. In parallel, the quality of water in cities is also a matter of priority 
and ENVI will consider the draft report on urban wastewater treatment on 26 
April. 

ENVI will vote on 27 April on the report on the Strategy for Sustainable and 
Circular Textiles, which was adopted as part of the Circular Economy Package. 
Its objective is to make textiles more durable, to tackle fast fashion, and address 
the destruction of unsold textiles, on top of ensuring that their production 
takes place in full respect of social rights. 

Finally, our Committee will have the opportunity to question Commissioner for 
the Internal Market, Thierry Breton, on the state of play and outlook of his work 
at the occasion of the annual structured dialogue. In particular, we will be 
interested in knowing more about the response of the European Union to the 
US Inflation Reduction Act, such as his plans to ensure a secure and sustainable 
supply of critical raw materials in support of “the twin transition” and of scaling 

up the EU manufacture of key carbon neutral or “net-zero” technologies.  

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT 

Pascal Canfin 

25 April 2023 

MEETING ITEMS 

Exchanges of views: 

 Exchange of views with Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and 
Food Safety on the Pharmaceutical Package (26/4) 

 Exchange of views with the European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate 
Change on its published advices and on its upcoming recommendation for  
the EU 2040 climate targets (26/4) 

 Exchange of views with Thierry Breton, Commissioner for Internal Market, 
as part of the structured dialogue (27/4) 

Presentations: 
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2019/1242 as regards strengthening the CO₂ 

emission performance standards for new heavy-duty vehicles and 
integrating reporting obligations  (26/4) 

Public Hearings: 

 Joint hearing with AGRI Committee on Sustainable management of water 
resources in agriculture (25/04) 

 Hearing of the candidate for the function of the Executive Director of the 
European Environment Agency (26/04) 

Considerations: 

 Draft report on the Urban wastewater treatment (RECAST) 26/4 
(TORVALDS) 

 Draft report on the Fees and charges payable to the European Medicines 
Agency (BUSOI) 26/4 

Votes: 

 Methane emissions reduction in the energy sector ([...], PAULUS) (jointly 
with ITRE) 

 EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles (BURKHARDT) 

 Specific rules relating to the entry into Northern Ireland from other parts 
of the UK of certain consignments of retail goods, plants for planting, seed 
potatoes, machinery and certain vehicles operated for agricultural or 
forestry purposes, as well as non-commercial movements of certain pet 
animals into Northern Ireland  (CANFIN, HLAVÁČEK) (jointly with AGRI) 

 Specific rules relating to medicinal products for human use intended to 
be placed on the market of Northern Ireland (CANFIN) 

 Objection to an implementing act renewing the authorisation for placing 
on the market of products containing, consisting of or produced from 
genetically modified cotton 281-24-236 × 3006-210-23 (PIETIKÄINEN, 
SIDL, HÄUSLING, HAZEKAMP) 

 Objection to an implementing act granting marketing authorisation for 
"Paxlovid - Nirmatrelvir / ritonavir", a medicinal product for human use 
(ANDROUËT) 

 Objection to an implementing act amending the marketing authorisation 
for "Gardasil 9", a medicinal product for human use (ANDROUËT) 

 

 
Draft agenda of the Plenary available here.   

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

Exchange of views on the Pharmaceutical Package with Stella 

Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

On 26 April, European Commissioner for Health and Food 
Safety Stella Kyriakides will be back in ENVI to present the 
long awaited Pharmaceutical Package. The Package 
consists of 2 proposals that will revamp the EU’s general 

legislation on medicines for human use with the 
following objectives: better access for patients, fostering 
innovation in areas of unmet medical needs, addressing 
the shortage of medicines, improving the environmental 
sustainability in drug manufacturing, fighting anti-
microbial resistance, and pushing simplification through 

regulatory modernisation and digitalisation. The Package will also include 
proposals regarding medicines for rare diseases and children. Parliament has 
called for this revision in several occasions, including in its resolution on "A 
pharmaceutical strategy for Europe" of November 2021 outlining the 
Parliament's recommendations for the revision.  

Exchange of views with Thierry Breton, Commissioner for Internal 
Market, as part of the structured dialogue 

During the ENVI committee meeting on 
April 26, Members will hold their annual 
structured dialogue exchange with Thierry 
Breton, European Commissioner for 
Internal Market. Commissioner Breton is 
expected to present two recently published 
proposals – the Net-Zero Industry Act 
(NZIA) and the Critical Raw Material Act. 

Both were announced in the Commission’s communication on the Green Deal 
Industrial Plan that aims to galvanize industry to accelerate the EU’s climate 
ambition by strengthening the resilience and competitiveness of European 
industries and scaling up EU manufacturing capacity for net -zero 
technologies. In particular, the NZIA sets out to address short-term needs and 
bottlenecks hampering the transition by establishing a so-called 
'competitiveness check' on all new regulations to ensure a simple and 
predictable clear regulatory environment that will promote investment and 
competitiveness of EU industry. The Critical Raw Materials Act is 
complementary to the NZIA, in that it aims to strengthen EU value chain and 
ensure sufficient access to strategically vital mineral resources and raw 
materials, while maintaining a strong level of environmental protection. The 
proposal includes a comprehensive set of actions to ensure the EU’s access to 
a secure, diversified, affordable and sustainable supply of critical raw materials, 
like monitoring critical raw material supply chains and promoting upskilling for 

industry workers.  Commissioner Breton is also expected to address other 
issues in his portfolio and in ENVI's remit, such as the EURO 7 proposal to 
reduce pollutant emissions from vehicles and improve air quality or the 
upcoming proposal on the reform of REACH. 

Exchange of views with the European Scientific Advisory Board on 
Climate Change on the EU's climate targets 

On 26 April, the European Scientific 
Advisory Board on Climate Change 
will present its recent advice on EU 
measures, climate targets and 
indicative greenhouse gas budgets 
and their coherence with the 

European Climate Law and the EU's international commitments under the Paris 

Agreement, followed by an exchange of views with ENVI Members. The Vice-
Chair of the Advisory Board will also present on-going work and focus on the 
upcoming recommendations concerning the EU 2040 climate targets. The 
European Scientific Advisory Board is an independent scientific body 
established by the European Climate Law in June 2021 to evaluate policies and 
identify actions and opportunities to successfully achieve the EU's climate 
targets. 

Consideration of draft report on Urban wastewater treatment 

On April 26, Members will consider the 
Rapporteur’s  draft report on the revision/recast 
of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive.  

Published last October, the proposal is part of the 
Zero Pollution package, and aims to update the 
current legal framework for the collection and 
treatment of wastewater in urban areas. In 
particular, the revision sets out to address 
pollutants not covered by the previous directive, 

like micro-pollutants and other substances harmful to the environment and 
human health, bringing it in alignment with the ambition of the European 
Green Deal. For instance, the Rapporteur, Nils Torvalds (Renew, Finland) calls 
for a more ambitious approach for small agglomerations, with a 500-population 
equivalent threshold, and proposes more stringent requirements for nutrient 
removal in tertiary treatment.  

Members will then submit amendments, and are tentatively scheduled to vote 
on the draft report and amendments in September, followed by a vote in 
plenary in October, to adopt the Parliament’s negotiating position for the 
future inter-institutional negotiations. 

Rapporteur: TORVALDS (Renew) 

Shadows : CLUNE (EPP), BALT (S&D), AUKEN (Greens/EFA), LANCINI (ID), 
FIOCCHI (ECR), VILLUMSEN (The Left) 

Presentation by the Commission of the amending Regulation as 
regards strengthening the CO₂ emission performance standards for 

new heavy-duty vehicles and integrating reporting obligations  

On 26 April, the Commission will 
present to ENVI Members the proposal 
on the regulation strengthening the 
CO2 emission performance standards 
for new heavy-duty vehicles and 
integrating reporting obligations to 
drive down CO2 emissions in the 

transport sector and to improve air quality. The heavy-duty vehicle sector is 
responsible for more than a quarter of GHG emissions from road transport in 
the EU and for over 6% of total EU GHG emissions. In order to reach the EU’s 
commitment to climate neutrality by 2050, the Commission proposed a 
regulation to strengthen CO2 standards from 2030 onwards and extend the 
scope to almost all vehicles with certified CO2 emissions. In addition, zero-
emission and more energy-efficient vehicles will have clear benefits for air 
quality and the health of Europeans, and hence contribute to the Zero Pollution 

Action Plan. 

Rapporteur: JADOT (Greens/EFA)  

Shadows : GIESEKE (EPP), SCHALDEMOSE (S&D), CANFIN (Renew), FIOCCHI 
(ECR), SARDONE (ID), VILLUMSEN (The Left) 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

CONSIDERATIONS 

PRESENTATIONS 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0470_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0470_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268/NILS_TORVALDS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124988/DEIRDRE_CLUNE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197495/MAREK%20PAWEL_BALT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/MARGRETE_AUKEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635/DANILO+OSCAR_LANCINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571/NIKOLAJ_VILLUMSEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96740/YANNICK_JADOT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124807/JENS_GIESEKE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711/PASCAL_CANFIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197578/SILVIA_SARDONE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571/NIKOLAJ_VILLUMSEN/home


 

Hearing of the nominee for the function of the Executive Director of 

the European Environment Agency 

On 26 April, ENVI Committee will 
hold the hearing of Leena Ylä -
Mononen, who has been selected 
by the Management Board of the 
European Environment Agency 

(EEA) as Executive Director of the Agency, ahead of the end of Hans 
Bruyninckx’s second five-year mandate on 31 May 2023. Established in 1990, 
the EEA is a European Union regulatory agency that helps the EU and its 
member countries to make informed decisions about improving the 
environment, integrating environmental considerations into economic policies 
and moving towards sustainability as well as to develop and coordinate the 
Environmental Information and Observation Network (Eionet), a network of 
national environmental bodies set up by the EEA founding regulation.  

The selection of the Executive Director takes place in a period when the EEA 
work has increased. The Agency will continue playing a key role in supporting 
European environment and climate policies, the European Green Deal and the 
8th Environmental Action Programme in particular and the European Digital 
ambition, as well as Europe’s global commitments. The appointment of the 
Executive Director is for an initial mandate of five years, renewable only once 
for an additional period of five years.  

Within the Parliament, ENVI is the responsible committee for the supervision 
of the EEA. 

EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles 

During the ENVI meeting on April 27, 
Members will hold a vote on an own-
initiative report on the Sustainable Textiles 
Strategy. 
The EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular 
Textiles is an integral part of the EU Circular 
Economy Action Plan. It sets out to create a 

coherent framework to facilitate the transition of the textiles industry to a 
more sustainable and climate-neutral model by 2030. Specific ambitions 
include ensuring that textile products placed on the EU market are durable, 
recyclable and made largely of recycled fibres, free of hazardous substances 
and produced in full respect of human and workers. 
If adopted, the report will then be submitted to the May II plenary for adoption. 

Rapporteur ENVI: BURKHARDT (S&D) 
Shadows ENVI: WEISS (EPP), SOLIS (RENEW), HOLMGREN (Greens/EFA) 
DE BLASIS (ID), FIOCCHI (ECR), HAZEKAMP (LEFT) 

 Packaging and packaging waste (RIES) – Consideration of draft report 

 Classification and labelling of substances (SPYRAKI) – Consideration of 
draft report 

 The sustainable use of plant protection products and amending 
Regulation (EU) 2021/2115 (WIENER) – Consideration of amendments 

Recent publications: 

  Study on the Independence and transparency policies of the 

European   Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 Study on potential measures to facilitate active pharmaceutical ingredients 

(APIs) production in Member States 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, Montréal. Canada, December 2022 

 In-depth analysis on Health-related quality of life in people living with HIV 

 Study on the COP27 climate change conference: status of climate 

negotiations and issues at stake, Sharm El-Sheikh (Egypt), 6-18 November 

2022 

 Briefing on the 19th Conference of the Parties (COP19) to the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES), 23 to 25 November 2022, Panama 

 Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Frans Timmermans 

 Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Stella Kyriakides 

 Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Virginijus Sinkevičius 

 Briefing on the UN High Level Political Forum, New-York, 13-15 July 2022 

 Briefing on the UN Ocean’s Conference, 28 to 30 June 2022 in Lisbon, 

Portugal 

 Briefing on the 75th World Health Assembly - “Health for peace and peace 
for health”, Geneva - Switzerland - 22-28 May 2022 

 Study on Carbon farming: making agriculture fit for 2030 (also its At a 

glance version in EN, FR, DE, IT, ES and PL) 

 Study on the Access to medicinal products 

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 

spread of zoonotic diseases  (also available in DE) 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 

positions 

 Workshop proceedings on 2030 climate target plan: extension of European 

Emission Trading System (ETS) to transport emissions 

 Workshop proceedings on 2030 climate target plan: review of Land Use, 
Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) Regulation 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 

concrete progress at IMO level 

Upcoming publications: 

 Briefing on key issues at stake at the IMO MEPC 80, 3-7 July 2023, London, 

UK 

 Briefing on the UN High Level Political Forum, New-York, 17-19 July 2023 

 Briefing on primary forests conservation, illegal logging and loss of 

biodiversity in Romania’s  protected forests 

 

HEARINGS 

VOTES 

COMING UP ON 4 MAY 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197440/DELARA_BURKHARDT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197515/PERNILLE_WEISS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197784/SUSANA_SOLIS+PEREZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197398/PAR_HOLMGREN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/239262/ELISABETTA_DE+BLASIS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
file://///ipolbrusnvf01/envi/WPDOC/Web%20&%20Intranet/ENVI-News/2023/Health-related%20quality%20of%20life%20in%20people%20living%20with%20HIV
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733989/IPOL_STU(2022)733989_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733989/IPOL_STU(2022)733989_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/733989/IPOL_STU(2022)733989_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734005/IPOL_BRI(2022)734005_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734005/IPOL_BRI(2022)734005_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734005/IPOL_BRI(2022)734005_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703374/IPOL_BRI(2022)703374_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703374/IPOL_BRI(2022)703374_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/733966/IPOL_BRI(2022)733966_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703379/IPOL_BRI(2022)703379_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703379/IPOL_BRI(2022)703379_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/703362/IPOL_IDA(2022)703362_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/703362/IPOL_IDA(2022)703362_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695482/IPOL_STU(2021)695482_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_ES.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/662927/IPOL_IDA(2021)662927_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/662927/IPOL_IDA(2021)662927_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662929/IPOL_STU(2021)662929_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662929/IPOL_STU(2021)662929_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf


 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Transforming Europe’s food 

system 
Europe’s  shift to a sustainable food 

system will involve huge changes in 
the way we produce and consume food. Achieving this depends on ambitious 
and coherent EU policies to promote and guide innovation and behavioural 
change, phase out harmful practices and ensure a just transition. Despite the 
advances achieved under the EU’s farm to fork strategy, the report identifies 
gaps and inconsistencies in EU policies, while also presenting various 
opportunities for transformative change. 

More details can be found in a new European Environment Agency (EEA) report 
'Transforming Europe's food system — Assessing the EU policy mix'. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
An EFSA scientific opinion published on 28 

March found that consumer exposure to 

nitrosamines – compounds that can form in 

food during its preparation and processing – 

raises a health concern. In this opinion, ten 

nitrosamines found in food were found to be carcinogenic (can cause cancer) 

and genotoxic (may damage DNA). More info here. 

Dietary exposure to bisphenol A (BPA), a chemical substance used in 

combination with other chemicals to manufacture certain plastics and resins, is 

a health concern for consumers across all age groups, EFSA’s scientific experts 

have concluded in a new re-evaluation, as it has potentially harmful effects on 

the immune system. More info here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

DARWIN EU (Data Analysis and Real-
World Interrogation Network) 

completes its first studies 

Following the set-up of the DARWIN EU 

Coordination Centre in February 2022, the 

first ten data partners were on-boarded. The network initiated its first four 

studies using real-world data (RWD) from across Europe to better understand 

diseases, populations and the uses and effects of medicines. DARWIN EU® is a 

platform to generate real-world evidence (RWE) to support the decision-

making of EMA scientific committees and national competent authorities in EU 

Member States throughout regulatory processes. RWE refers to information 

derived from analysis of RWD, which is routinely collected data about a 

patient’s health status or delivery of healthcare. RWE complements the 

evidence generated by randomised controlled clinical trials and contributes to 

more data-driven regulatory decision making. The studies range from disease 

epidemiology, investigating the prevalence of rare blood cancers in five 

European countries, the use of medicines containing valproate and alternative 

therapies among girls and women between 12 and 55 years of age, antibiotic 

use and AMR and severe asthma. Results from completed studies have been 

provided to the relevant EMA committees to support their future work. These 

studies are tangible examples of how EMA already works with the real-world 

data and also illustrates the potential of EHDS. More info here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

Info session on PFAS restriction proposal: 

material published: 

The video recording and presentations from the 
online info session, held on 5 April 2023, 
explaining the REACH restriction on PFAS are 

now available online. A Q&A document with answers to received questions 
will be published soon. A six-month consultation on the proposal started on 
22 March 2023. All Webinars - ECHA (europa.eu) 

 European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

WHO/ECDC report: AMR threatens patient 

safety in European Region 

The second “Surveillance of antimicrobial 

resistance in Europe” report shows high 

percentages of resistance to last-line antibiotics, 

such as carbapenems, in several countries of the WHO European Region. Higher 

levels of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) were reported in the southern and 

eastern parts of the European Region, as compared to the north and west. AMR 

is a serious threat to health in the region and many countries have limited 

treatment options for patients with infections caused by these pathogens.  Link 

to the WHO/ECDC report: 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Antimicrobial%2
0resistance%20surveillance%20in%20Europe%202023%20-
%202021%20data.pdf 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 4 May 2023 and 24-25 May 2023 
(Brussels). 
Future meetings: ENVI Committee meetings 2023.pdf 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP website or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 

ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 

publications on the European Parliament website’s  Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Natasza Hoffmann, Valentina Papa, François-Régis Babinet. Responsible assistants: Despina Abatzis, Teresa Mejia, Cristina Sanchez 
Villa  

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @AdobeStock 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/transforming-europes-food-system
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/nitrosamines-food-raise-health-concern
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/bisphenol-food-health-risk
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/darwin-eur-has-completed-its-first-studies-calling-new-data-partners
http://echa.europa.eu/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/restriction-of-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfass-under-reach#msdynttrid=KcQ2hVjMHkeX_tZFQ3XFBOSKjicIcH8YWGVixO5X7f8
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Antimicrobial%20resistance%20surveillance%20in%20Europe%202023%20-%202021%20data.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Antimicrobial%20resistance%20surveillance%20in%20Europe%202023%20-%202021%20data.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Antimicrobial%20resistance%20surveillance%20in%20Europe%202023%20-%202021%20data.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/researchbypolicyarea.html

