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"Yesterday Tiirkiye held presidential and parliamentary elections that will define the future of
the country and its relations with the EU.

We acknowledge the peaceful manner in which the Turkish people conducted this process and
applaud the high turnout. These are the proof of the citizens' strong democratic will. We regret
however that, as reflected by the OSCE/ODIHR election observation mission in its statement
on preliminary findings and conclusions, the elections did not take place on a level playing
field. Essential freedoms, such as the freedom of expression or association, continue to be
heavily hindered by the current legal framework and practice.

We express our hope that the next stages of the election process will take place peacefully and
in a democratic manner, and that the authorities will take measures to align the elections with
Tirkiye’s international commitments."



