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Translation from the original text in Spanish 

 

29th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) 

 

 

JOINT DECLARATION 

 

 

Brussels, Belgium, 27 and 28 April 2023 
 
 

The Delegations of the Honourable Congress of the Union of the United Mexican States and of 
the European Parliament, by means of their members of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (hereinafter JPC), led by its Co-Chair, Massimiliano Smeriglio MEP, and the Head 
of the Mexican Delegation, Senator Rocío Adriana Abreu Artiñano, in accordance with the 

Rules of Procedure of the JPC and following the conclusion of their 29th meeting held in 
Brussels, Belgium, from 27 to 28 April 2023, hereby agree the following: 
 
 

1. The delegations welcome the convening and outcome of the 29th meeting of the JPC and 
are pleased with the continuation of the regular dialogue between the two parties on topics 
of mutual interest and the revitalisation of the parliamentary dimension of EU-Mexico 
relations. They also welcome the new members of the JPC. 

 
2. At the same time, they call for more structure, depth and efficiency to their parliamentary 

dialogue, making it easier to follow up on and linking it with other political dialogue 
mechanisms within the framework of the Mexico-EU relationship. 

 
3. They welcome the next meeting of leaders of the European Union and the Community of 

Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) on 17 and 18 July 2023 in Brussels, which 
was last held in 2015. They are confident that this meeting at the highest level will serve to 

revive, revitalise and bolster the bi-regional partnership, in particular to reaffirm their 
commitment to shared priority issues such as defending democratic values and principles, 
the exercise of the rule of law, promoting and protecting human rights, tackling poverty and 
inequality, the digital and green transition, combating climate change and biodiversity loss, 

health care, food security, migration, and security and governance, along with countering 
organised crime, all of which are fundamental to the well-being of the population on both 
sides. 
 

4. They reaffirm their commitment to the shared values of our democratic and pluralist ic 
societies that uphold and champion fundamental freedoms and human rights, civil, politica l, 
social and cultural rights, environmental protection and sustainable development. 
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5. They also stress that the meeting of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly 

(EuroLat), of which both Mexico and the European Union are members, to be held in 
Madrid from 24 to 27 July 2023, will play an important role in revitalising relations between 
the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean, that body being the parliamentary institution 
of the agenda of the Bi-Regional Strategic Partnership. 

 
 

1. Political, economic and social picture in Mexico and the European Union 
 

 
6. They reaffirm their solidarity with the Ukrainian people following the Russian Federation’s 

illegal, unprovoked and unjustified attack and, more than one year on, support Ukraine’s 
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised 

borders. What is more, they are in favour of continuing on the path of dialogue towards a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict. 
 

7. They call strongly for an immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all Russian 

military forces from Ukrainian territory within its internationally recognised borders, in 
accordance with the resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on 23 February 2023. 
They call for an end to the hostilities and for additional efforts to achieve a just, 
comprehensive and lasting peace, for safe and unhindered access for humanitarian aid to be 

provided and for adherence to international humanitarian law. 
 

8. They welcome the 8th High-Level Political Dialogue held in Brussels on 22 February 2023 
and its conclusions, in particular: the desire to further strengthen the bi-regional partnership; 

the commitment to a just, comprehensive and lasting peace; and the fact that the parties are 
working together for a fair and inclusive green and digital transition. 
 

9. They express their deep concern over the economic and social consequences that the illegal 

and unjustified Russian aggression has caused around the world owing to a number of 
events in the international setting, compounding the already uncertain global economic state 
of affairs and post-pandemic restructuring processes, and increasing the share of the 
population at risk of poverty, exclusion and social inequality. 

 
10. They stress that, for Mexico and the EU, it is crucial to continue close cooperation through 

all existing dialogue mechanisms at different levels of government, to address complex 
economic challenges and play a role in sustainable and resilient economic growth and 

development that is inclusive and fair with regard to the most vulnerable in society. 
 
11. They recognise the need to address, as a matter of priority, the growing inequality in our 

societies and imbalances between our regions, placing emphasis on improving material 

conditions for the most vulnerable through redistributive policies and focusing on fair trade 
and the circular economy, along with more sustainable production models that take account 
of the particular needs of our respective societies. 

 

12. They deplore the fact that gender violence remains a problem for our societies and call 
strongly for prevention and protection mechanisms to be bolstered, together with effective 
access to justice and support for victims of gender-based violence in all its forms, 
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particularly its most extreme expression, femicide; they stress the need for women to 
participate to a greater extent in political, social and economic spheres, and for them to be 

able to do so freely and safely.  
 
13. They take note of the efforts and progress made by the Congress of the Union of Mexico 

on gender issues and the role played by the European Union through specific programmes. 

 
14. They highlight the visit to Mexico by the Executive Vice-President of the European 

Commission responsible for the European Green Deal, Frans Timmermans, from 28 to 
30 January 2023, as part of the preparations for the next UN Climate Change Conference 

(COP28). Among other benefits, it provided an opportunity to learn about recent progress 
in Mexico on environmental protection, adoption of renewable energies and emission 
reductions with a view to meeting the Paris climate commitments. They hope that this marks 
the start of close cooperation between the parties on the energy transition and combating 

climate change. 
 
15. They recognise that illicit arms trafficking is a serious problem that affects societies at all 

levels and undermines human rights, and therefore reaffirm their commitment to 

preventing and combating the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons (SALW); they 

also reiterate their support for authorities on both sides to share experiences on the 

traceability of exports from the European Union to third countries that were carried out in 

accordance with national legislation but which may subsequently have been diverted for 

illegal uses. 

16. They welcome the endorsement, on 2 December 2022, of the joint press release on 
cooperation between Mexico and the European Union on illicit arms trafficking in small 
arms and light weapons (SALW). They call for this phenomenon to be addressed in a 

comprehensive manner, and emphasise the importance of increasing synergies, sharing 
experiences and ensuring cooperation between the two parties at bilateral and multilateral 
level. 

 

17. They stress the importance of stepping up bilateral cooperation to prevent illicit drug 
trafficking and distribution, which affects health and safety in our countries, and to 
effectively tackle transnational criminal groups operating in both Mexico and the European 
Union. 

 
18. They welcome the participation of the EU as guest of honour at the 37th Guadalajara 

International Book Fair, which will take place from 25 November to 3 December 2023 
under the theme ‘Building a Union of cultures’. They point out that Mexico and the EU 

share history, values and cultural heritage, and that cultural initiatives of that kind can bring 
the two regions closer together. 

 
19. In view of the forthcoming elections on both sides, they reaffirm their commitment to the 

rule of law and to fully free and fair electoral processes. 
 

2. Modernised EU-Mexico Global Agreement 
 

20. They welcome the fact that Mexico is the European Union’s second largest trading partner 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and that the European Union is, in turn, Mexico’s third 
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largest trading partner, with a total trade in goods of USD 71.8 billion in 2021. What is 
more, they note that investments by the 27 EU Member States in the period 1999-March 

2022 – totalling USD 184.8 billion – accounted for 28% of foreign investment in Mexico, 
making the EU the second largest investor in the country. They stress that the EU-Mexico 
Global Agreement is still working well. 

 

21. They recognise that negotiations on the modernisation of the Global Agreement between 
Mexico and the European Union are in their final stages and call on the parties to conclude 
them as soon as possible. They point out that the Global Agreement and its three 
components – political dialogue, trade and cooperation – are fundamental to the Strategic 

Partnership between Mexico and the European Union. 
 

22. They stress that both parties must make every effort to ensure that the modernised 
agreement can be ratified as soon as possible, given the current global state of affairs and 

the tight electoral calendar. 
 

23. They acknowledge the importance of maintaining and bolstering the political dialogue 
mechanisms in force between the EU and Mexico with a view to making progress with the 

final stage of the relevant procedures for the implementation of the Modernised Global 
Agreement. 
 

24. They recognise the importance of the regular high-level political dialogue between Mexico 

and the EU, and call for closer contacts in all areas of the bilateral relationship to promote 
rules-based multilateralism, including dialogue with civil society organisations. 

 
25. They stress the relevance of parliamentary diplomacy in their mutual relations, and 

recognise the establishment of the JPC as an institutional body of the Modernised Global 
Agreement and as a forum to meet and exchange views to foster closer relations, with the 
capacity to monitor implementation of the agreement. They call for the JPC to be kept 
informed of the progress made and challenges that arise in ratifying the modernised Global 

Agreement. 
 
 

3. Public labour, social and health policies  

 

 
26. They acknowledge that protection of the right to health and safety at work is one of the 

areas in which the EU has had the most impact, owing to a strong legal framework that 

should serve to bolster the importance of Principle 10 of the European Pillar of Social 
Rights, ensuring the safety and protection of workers, including their mental health. 

 
27. They take note of the labour and social measures taken in Mexico, in particular, the adoption 

of the 2019 labour reform and the increases to the minimum wage, along with the country’s 
efforts on public health policies. 

 
28. They express concern about inadequate social protection for certain vulnerable sections of 

the population in both regions, including migrants, informal workers, people on low 
incomes, the homeless, ethnic and religious minorities, women, girls and boys, young 
people, older people and LGBTI+ people. They therefore call for the adoption of public 
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policies to address the significant challenges in terms of access to education, digital 
technologies, jobs with fair wages, and health services, together with adequate housing and 

measures to tackle precarious working conditions. 
 

29. They recall that the Modernised Global Agreement includes sustainable development 
clauses that will have a positive impact in terms of promoting and ensuring respect for 

human rights and the implementation of the labour standards agreed by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO). 

 
30. They note the worrying data recorded by the Media Pluralism Monitor and the European 

Commission’s 2022 annual rule of law report with regard to the practice of journalism in 
the European Union and, in particular, the increase in the number of threats to journalists. 
They therefore welcome the news of the forthcoming adoption in 2023 of innovative 
legislative proposals in the area of media freedom and pluralism, in particular the Anti-

SLAPP Directive and the European Media Freedom Act. 
 
31. They state that freedom of expression is an unquestionable and basic principle of our 

democratic systems and reject any governmental attempt to curtail it or limit its free 

exercise. 
 
32. They note the Mexican Government’s efforts to build protection mechanisms and the 

national protection system for human rights defenders and journalists and call for the 

development, implementation and monitoring of at all levels of government. What is more, 
they express concern about the serious threats, murders, harassment, tracking, persecution 
and attacks against journalists and human rights defenders. They call on the relevant 
authorities to take all the requisite measures to prevent impunity, and to guarantee the 

physical and psychological integrity of journalists and human rights defenders and to 
ensure immediate, thorough and impartial investigations that are carried out in accordance 
with the law and bring those responsible to justice. 

 

4. EU-Mexico cooperation on environmental and energy issues  
 
 
33. The delegations welcome the climate change strategy presented by Mexico’s Foreign 

Secretary at COP27, at which the country committed to improving its nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) by increasing its greenhouse gas emissions reduction target from 22% 
to 35% by 2030. They point out that the EU has one of the most ambitious global policies 
in the fight against climate change and has committed to a binding target of reducing net 

greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% below 1990 levels by 2030. With a view to 
achieving those goals, they acknowledge the considerable potential of the cooperation 
between Mexico and the European Union and the two parties’ ongoing cooperation on 
matters such as biodiversity and the green and inclusive transition in Mexico. 

 
34. They highlight the presentation of the Sonora Plan, which aims to create a sustainable 

ecosystem to attract investment in renewable energy from solar parks and promote the 
lithium industry for the automotive sector. They stress that close cooperation between the 

European Union and Mexico and the establishment of enabling and stable regulatory 
frameworks that attract and consolidate the requisite investments in all key sectors are 
essential to achieving the objectives of the Paris Agreement and the corresponding NDCs. 
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35. They reiterate the need to establish mechanisms for mutual technology transfer in the 

pursuit of more sustainable and fairer development. 
 
36. They point out that Mexico and the EU should maintain their close cooperation, and note 

that 2023 will see the launch of the first NDICI project, with a budget of around 

EUR 23 million, in the areas of human rights and good governance, the green transition, 
social cohesion and health. 
 

37. They recall that the Global Gateway is a new EU strategy to boost smart, clean and secure 

connections in the digital, energy and transport sectors, and to bolster health, education and 
research systems around the world. They hope that cooperation in this regard will be stepped 
up and benefit both regions. 

 

 

5. The digital strategy challenges in the EU and Mexico  

 

 

38. The delegations stress that, although a digital transformation has been taking place around 
the world in recent years, the COVID-19 pandemic further accelerated the pace of change 
and the speed of that transformation. They point out that cooperation in this sector is 
essential to achieving the full socioeconomic potential of digital technologies for both 

parties. They trust that both the EU and Mexico will develop policies that leave no one 
behind, given that different rates of digital progress can lead to inequalities and widen the 
digital divide. Both parties should invest in digital infrastructure and skills for all, and 
promote inclusive policies that support access to technology and participation in the digital 

economy. 
 

39. They welcome the EU-LAC Digital Alliance, the agreement for which was signed on 
14 March 2023 in Bogotá, and they recognise the need to introduce a strategy to give 

practical form to the initiative to champion a human-centric digital transformation that 
fosters the development of secure, resilient digital infrastructures, ensuring a democratic 
and transparent environment and putting a strong emphasis on privacy and digital rights. 
 

40. They welcome the EU’s 2030 policy programme for the digital transformation, ‘Path to the 
Digital Decade’, which establishes an annual cycle of cooperation between the Commission 
and the Member States to achieve common objectives and targets. 
 

41. They welcome the implementation of Mexico’s National Digital Strategy 2021-2024, which 
addresses the digital needs and challenges of the digital policy in the Federal Public 
Administration and the digital social policy. It seeks to guarantee citizens the right to access 
information and communication technologies, as well as broadcasting and 

telecommunications services, including broadband and internet, and the right to benefit 
from scientific progress and technological innovation. They welcome, in particular, the 
priority programme ‘Internet for All’, which aims to provide internet and mobile phone 
connectivity for the population throughout the country. 

 
42. They recall the commitment made by the EU and Mexico at the second High-Level 

Dialogue on Multilateral Issues to promote concerted actions and initiatives under the 
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Global Digital Compact proposed by the UN, to be agreed at the Summit of the Future in 
September 2024. 

 
43. Both delegations agree to hold their next meeting in Mexico in the second half of 2023, on 

a date that has yet to be confirmed. 
 

 
Brussels, Belgium, 28 April 2023 

 

 

SIGNED 
 
 
 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________ 

 

 

Senator Rocío Adriana Abreu 

Artiñano, 

Head of the Mexican Delegation to 

the EU-Mexico Joint 

Parliamentary Committee  

 

 

 

Massimiliano Smeriglio 

Co-Chair of the 

EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

 


