
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 
 

Dear all,  
 
After the summer break, I am delighted to 
share with you again the latest news of our 
Committee. The least I can say is that this 
new school year starts as the last ended: we 
are busy and committed.  
 
The agendas of the ENVI meetings of 20 
September and 2d and 3rd of October are 
dense and diverse. We will of course 

continue our "traditional" Committee activities and work on various legislative 
proposals, but we will also fulfil our democratic role by conducting hearings of 
the new Vice-President and a new Commissioner.  
 
On the legislative front, we will discuss on 20 September the draft report on 
the nicely branded "Breakfast Directives", a set of Directives that lay down 
common rules on certain foodstuffs, and in particular, honey, juices and jams. 
On the same day, the Commission will come to present in details the long-
awaited pharmaceutical package, for which our Committee is responsible and 
that aims at revamping the rules for the marketing of medicines in the 
European Union. Our goal is to have an EP position on this crucial package 
before the end of the current legislative mandate.  

 
We will also vote on 20 September: we will first vote on the draft report on the 
revision of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive, which aims at further 
improving water quality and access to sanitation, and reducing energy use and 
greenhouse gas emissions. We will then then vote on the opinion on the Net 
Zero Industry Act whose objective is to increase the Union's sovereignty by 
strengthening European manufacturing capacity of net-zero technologies. I 
invite you to follow closely our website, as many more votes are scheduled in 
October.  
 
Together with our colleagues from the Budgetary Control Committee, we will 
also discuss the latest Court of Auditors’ report. This report highlights that the 
Union fulfilled its climate and energy objectives for 2020, but that this was in 
part due to external factors. This prompts us to question and analyse the 
impact on our 2030 goals as our ultimate objective is not to meet the objectives 
artificially, but to actually modify the course of climate change. 
 
Moreover, ENVI will play its democratic role by holding the hearings of 
Executive  Vice-President Maros Šefčovič and Commissioner-designate Wopke 
Hoekstra on the 2nd and 3rd of October. These hearings are part of the process 
of replacing Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans.  

 
Concretely, ENVI members will ask series of questions to evaluate if they are 
qualified to carry out the specific tasks assigned. More specifically for 
Commissioner-designate Wopke Hoekstra as a new member of the College, the 
hearing will evaluate his general competence, European commitment and 
personal independence. Following the hearings and ENVI evaluation, a plenary 
vote will take place, probably in October.  
 
As you can see, these hearings are not only formal administrative steps to be 
taken, but the concrete evidence of the democratic vitality of our Union: people 
of Europe have a binding say on the selection of the executive power of the 
Union through their directly elected MEPs. I am proud that the ENVI Committee 
will lead this process on these hearings.  
 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html you can also 
follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter account 
@EP_ENVIRONMENT 
 

MEETING ITEMS 
 

Hearings: 
• Hearing of Mr Hoekstra, Commissioner-designate for Climate Action 

(02/10) 
• Hearing of Mr Šefčovič Executive Vice-President for Green Deal (03/10) 
 
Exchanges of views: 
 
• Joint Debate on the pharmaceutical package: 
 
 

o Exchange of views with the Commission on the Union Code relating 
to medicinal products for human use and repealing Directives 
2001/83 and 2009/35 (20/9) 

 
o Exchange of views with the Commission on the proposals for a 

Directive and a Regulation forming the pharmaceutical package 
(20/9) 

 
• Exchange of views with the European Court of Auditors on the Report 

18/2023 on EU climate and energy targets and actions to reach the 2030 
targets (jointly with CONT) (20/9) 

 

Considerations: 
• Draft motion for a resolution to the import of feed and food originating in 

or dispatched from Japan following the accident at the Fukushima nuclear 
power station (RIVASI)(20/9) 

• Draft report on honey,fruit juices, fruit jams, jellies and marmalades and 
sweetened chestnut pure intended for human consumption relating to 
certain partly or wholly dehydrated preserved milk for human 
(BERNHUBER) (20/09) 

 

Votes: 
• Draft Report  on Urban wastewater treatment (TORVALDS) (20/09) 

• Draft Opinion on the Establishment of a framework of measures for 
strengthening Europe´s net-zero technology products manufacturing 
ecosystem (Net Zero Industry Act) (WÖLKEN) (20/09) 

• Draft motion for resolution of the Commission on the Commission 
Implementing Regulation to the import of feed and food originating in or 
dispatched from Japan following the accident at the Fukushima nuclear 
power station (20/9) 

• Draft motion for resolution on the Commission implementing decision 
authorizing the placing on the market of products containing, consisted 
of or producing genetically modified maize MON 89034 × 1507 × MIR162 
× NK603 × DAS-40278-9 (20/09) 

• Draft motion for resolution on the Commission implementing decision 
authorizing the placing on the market of products containing, consisted 
of or producing genetically modified maize MIR162 (20/09) 

• Draft opinion on Establishing the Strategic Technologies for Europe 
Platform (‘STEP’) and amending Directive 2003/87/EC, (WÖLKEN) (02/10) 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html


 

 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

 

Hearings of Mr Hoekstra (Commissioner-designate for Climate 
Action) (02/10) and Mr Šefčovič (Executive Vice-President for Green 
Deal) (03/10) 

 
On 2 and 3 October, ENVI will hold 
the hearings of Commissioner 
designate Wopke Hoekstra and 
Executive Vice-President Maros 
Šefčovič. The hearings are part of the 
process to replace Executive Vice-
President Frans Timmermans, 

following his resignation from the European Commission on 22 August. During 
the hearings, Mr Šefčovič and Mr Hoekstra will be invited to make an opening 
oral statement and will be expected to answer questions raised by the 
Members.  
  
With this debate, ENVI members aim to evaluate if the candidates are qualified 
to carry out the specific tasks assigned, and in particular their knowledge of 
their future portfolio and their communication skills. More specifically for 
Commissioner designate Hoekstra as a new member of the College, the hearing 
will evaluate his general competence, European commitment and personal 
independence. 
 
Within the Parliament, ENVI is the responsible committee, with ITRE, TRAN and 
AGRI association to the hearing of Executive Vice-President Šefčovič and ITRE, 
AFET and DEVE association to the hearing of Commissioner-designate 
Hoekstra.  
  

 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the proposals for a 
Directive and a Regulation forming the pharmaceutical package  
 

On 20 September, the Commission 
will present to ENVI members the 
two proposals of the Pharma 
Package, which revises and replaces 
the existing general pharmaceutical 
legislation. Specifically, the 
Commission will present the 
proposal for a Regulation on 
Community procedures for the 

authorisation and supervision of medicinal products for human use and 
establishing a European Medicines Agency and the proposal for a Directive on 
the Community code relating to medicinal products for human use. 
 
During the presentation, the Commission is expected to explain the main 
changes to the current legislative framework, such as simpler and faster 
marketing authorisation procedures; earlier support for promising medicines; 
incentives for the marketing of medicines satisfying unmet medical needs; 
better comparability of clinical data; as well as the taking into account of the 
environmental impact of medicines in the authorisation process. Both texts will 
also specifically cover orphan and paediatric medicines. 

The pharma package was adopted by the Commission on 26 April with the aim 
of revamping the rules for the marketing of medicines in the European Union.  

 
 

Draft report on honey, fruit juices, fruit jams, jellies and marmalades 
and sweetened chestnut pure intended for human consumption 
relating to certain partly or wholly dehydrated preserved milk for 
human consumption 
 

On 20 September, ENVI will discuss the 
draft report on the proposal for a 
revision of four of the so called 
“Breakfast Directives", a set of 
Directives that lay down common rules 
on the composition, sales name, 
labelling and presentation of certain 
foodstuffs.  
The Commission proposal aims to 

harmonise marketing standards to facilitate the uptake and supply of 
sustainable products and seeks ways to contribute to healthy diets and more 
transparency on the composition and origin of food products, with a view to 
address the challenges of sustainable food systems in line with the EU Green 
Deal and the ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy.  
 
In the draft report, the Rapporteur proposes a more ambitious approach 
regarding the labelling of honey, taking into account practical needs of honey 
producers, packers and other industries; 
 
The Rapporteur also suggests that sugar-reduced juices should not be 
advertised as products with greater health benefits than regular juices 
containing only natural sugars. 
 

Rapporteur ENVI: BERNHUBER (PPE) 

Shadows ENVI: SIDL (S&D), CANFIN (Renew), RIPA (GREENS), GANCIA (ID), 
VONDRA (ECR), HAZEKAMP (The Left) 

Draft report on urban wastewater treatment (recast) 
 

On 20 September, ENVI will vote on 
the draft report on the recast of the 
Urban Wastewater Treatment 
Directive (UWWTD). The UWWTD 
was adopted in 1991 with the 
objective of protecting the 
environment from adverse effects of 
wastewater discharges from urban 
sources and specific industries.  

According to an in-depth REFIT evaluation of the Directive concluded in 2019 
by the Commission, the Directive has succeeded in reducing environmental 
pollution from wastewater and in enhancing the ecological and chemical status 
of the European water bodies, but new challenges have to be tackled.  
The first main challenge identified is the remaining pollution from urban 
sources, as the limit values for the treatment of some pollutants are now 
outdated and new pollutants have emerged, such as micro-plastics or micro-
pollutants. The revision of the UWWTD is expected to further reduce pollution 
and improve water quality. 

 ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

 HEARINGS 

 EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

 CONSIDERATIONS 

VOTES 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197648/ALEXANDER_BERNHUBER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197677/GUNTHER_SIDL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711/PASCAL_CANFIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/206158/MANUELA_RIPA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197582/GIANNA_GANCIA/home
https://www.google.com/search?q=vondra+mep&sca_esv=566617571&sxsrf=AM9HkKls6FdrNHDWzSpd4T0wqikEkb13Og%3A1695134858402&source=hp&ei=irQJZeG2Fcn_7_UPtcqp2Ak&iflsig=AO6bgOgAAAAAZQnCmo2hfPkLK4ktfJ766HlRDsC8zQGi&gs_ssp=eJzj4tLP1TcwMjcwNy8zYPTiKsvPSylKVMhNLQAATncG_g&oq=vondra&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IgZ2b25kcmEqAggAMggQLhjLARiABDIIEAAYywEYgAQyCBAuGMsBGIAEMg4QLhjLARiABBjHARivATIIEAAYywEYgAQyDhAuGMsBGIAEGMcBGK8BMggQLhjLARiABDIIEC4YywEYgAQyCBAAGMsBGIAEMggQABjLARiABEjXIFAAWKsNcAB4AJABAJgBbqABugSqAQMzLjO4AQHIAQD4AQHCAgQQIxgnwgIHECMYigUYJ8ICCxAuGIAEGMcBGNEDwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICDBAjGIoFGBMYgAQYJ8ICCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BwgIHEAAYgAQYCg&sclient=gws-wiz&safe=active&ssui=on
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home


 

 
 
The second main challenge is the need to align the directive with the European 
Green Deal, given that additional efforts are needed in the wastewater sector 
to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
The revision of the Directive is one of the deliverables of the zero pollution 
action plan (ZPA). Its main objective is to address the above-mentioned 
challenges in a cost-effective way while keeping the Directive as simple as 
possible to ensure proper implementation and enforcement of its 
requirements. 

Rapporteur ENVI: TORVALDS (RENEW) 
Shadows ENVI:  CLUNE (PPE),  P. BALT (S&D), AUKEN (Greens/EFA), FIOCCHI 
(ECR), LANCINI (ID), VILLUMSEN (The Left) 

Establishment of a framework of measures for strengthening 
Europe´s net-zero technology products manufacturing ecosystem 
(Net Zero Industry Act) 

On 20 September, ENVI Members will vote 
on the draft opinion on Net Zero Industry 
Act proposed by the Commission on 16 
March 2023. The proposal aims to 
strengthen the European manufacturing 
capacity of net-zero technologies, improve 
the EU’s energy resilience in line with 

REPowerEU, while supporting the EU’s climate-neutrality commitment and the 
clean energy transition.  The Regulation covers products, components and 
equipment necessary for manufacturing net-zero technologies, and sets a 
benchmark for the manufacturing capacity of strategic net-zero technologies in 
order to meet at least 40% of the EU’s annual deployment needs by 2030. The 
proposal also sets a target of 50 million tonnes of annual CO2 storage capacity 
by 2030 to facilitate carbon capture and storage projects and expand the 
availability of CO2 storage sites. ENVI provides an Opinion to ensure that, when 
facilitating procedures and the development of Net zero technologies, the EU 
environmental and climate laws are also respected.  
 

Rapporteur ENVI:   WÖLKEN (S&D) 
Shadows ENVI: DE LANGE (EPP), POULSEN (RENEW), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), 
ZALEWSKA (ECR), LANCINI (ID), MODIG (LEFT) 

 

 
• Vote on the draft report about  type approval of motor vehicles and 

engines and of systems, components and separate technical units 
intended for such vehicles, with respect to their emissions and battery 
durability (VONDRA) (EURO 7)  

• Vote on the draft report  on the establishment of a Union certification 
framework for carbon removals (PEREIRA) 

• Vote on the draft report on the Amending Regulation 691/2011 as regards 
introducing new environmental economic account modules (CANFIN) 

• Vote on the draft opinion on the Directive of the European Parliament 
and the Council on common rules promoting the repair of goods and the 
amending regulation (GLAVAK) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Recent publications: 
 

• Briefing on the UN High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development Goals, New-York, 17-19 July 2023 

• Briefing on Raising ambition levels at the IMO for 2050 - An overview of 
the key issues at stake at the MEPC 80, 3-7 July 2023, London, UK 

• Briefing on the 76th World Health Assembly, Geneva - Switzerland – 21-
30 May 2023 

•  Study on the Independence and transparency policies of the 
European   Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

• Study on potential measures to facilitate active pharmaceutical ingredients 
(APIs) production in Member States 

• In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Montréal. Canada, December 2022 

• In-depth analysis on Health-related quality of life in people living with HIV 
• Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Frans Timmermans 
• Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Stella Kyriakides 
• Briefing on Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen 

Commission, 2019 - 2024: Virginijus Sinkevičius 
• Study on Carbon farming: making agriculture fit for 2030 (also its At a 

glance version in EN, FR, DE, IT, ES and PL) 
• Study on the Access to medicinal products 
• In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 

spread of zoonotic diseases  (also available in DE) 
• Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 

positions 
• Workshop proceedings on 2030 climate target plan: extension of European 

Emission Trading System (ETS) to transport emissions 
 

Upcoming publications: 
 

• Study on the COP28 climate change conference: status of climate 
negotiations and issues at stake, Dubai (UAE),30 Nov - 12 Dec 2023 

• Briefing on developments which took place since the Convention on 
Biological Diversity’s COP 15 conference in Montreal in December 2022  

COMING UP ON  12 OCTOBER 

 NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268/NILS_TORVALDS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124988/DEIRDRE_CLUNE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197495/MAREK%20PAWEL_BALT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/MARGRETE_AUKEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635/DANILO+OSCAR_LANCINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571/NIKOLAJ_VILLUMSEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197571/NIKOLAJ_VILLUMSEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619/TIEMO_WOLKEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/185619/TIEMO_WOLKEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38398/ESTHER_DE%20LANGE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/239972/ERIK_POULSEN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/BAS_EICKHOUT/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635/DANILO+OSCAR_LANCINI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805/SILVIA_MODIG/home
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2023/05/un-2023-sdg-summit/?gclid=CjwKCAjwjaWoBhAmEiwAXz8DBQl2t02J-bX6EbJGffKvivY1wYC1vBaHHKBWAUqxFR0P_YpptnB4uxoCTekQAvD_BwE
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2023/05/un-2023-sdg-summit/?gclid=CjwKCAjwjaWoBhAmEiwAXz8DBQl2t02J-bX6EbJGffKvivY1wYC1vBaHHKBWAUqxFR0P_YpptnB4uxoCTekQAvD_BwE
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/MEPC-80.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/MEPC-80.aspx
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740080/IPOL_STU(2023)740080_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/740070/IPOL_STU(2023)740070_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/734012/IPOL_IDA(2022)734012_EN.pdf
file://ipolbrusnvf01/envi/WPDOC/Web%20&%20Intranet/ENVI-News/2023/Health-related%20quality%20of%20life%20in%20people%20living%20with%20HIV
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703374/IPOL_BRI(2022)703374_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703374/IPOL_BRI(2022)703374_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703371/IPOL_BRI(2022)703371_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/703381/IPOL_BRI(2022)703381_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/695482/IPOL_STU(2021)695482_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_ES.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/695487/IPOL_ATA(2021)695487_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/662927/IPOL_IDA(2021)662927_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/662927/IPOL_IDA(2021)662927_EN.pdf


 

  

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
Public exposure to widely used Bisphenol A exceeds acceptable health safety 
levels 

Population exposure to the synthetic 
chemical Bisphenol A (BPA), which is 
used in everything from plastic and 
metal food containers to reusable 
water bottles and drinking water pipes 

in Europe is well above acceptable health safety levels, according to updated 
research data. This poses a potential health risk to millions of people. More 
details can be found in a new European Environment Agency (EEA) briefing on 
the issue. 
 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
 

 On 6 July 2023, EFSA shared its conclusions 
on the peer review of glyphosate with the 
European Commission and Member States, 
which is an important step in informing their 
decision on whether to maintain 

glyphosate's approval as a pesticide active substance in the EU. EFSA's full 
conclusions were published on 26 July 2023. On 25 August 2023, the EU peer 
review report of the risk assessment of glyphosate was made available in 
open.efsa. The remaining background documents will be published by mid 
October 2023. More info here. 
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
 

New task for ECHA to make batteries safer ECHA 
will assist in the development of a Commission 
report into substances of concern found in 
batteries or used in their manufacturing, that 
have negative impacts on human health, the 
environment or recycling for safe and high-

quality raw materials. Additionally, the Commission may request ECHA to 
prepare restriction proposals on harmful substances in batteries and waste 
batteries – ECHA’s committees will also provide an opinion on the restriction 
proposal’s effectiveness in managing the risk and its impact on society. More 

 
 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
PRAC recommends new measures to avoid topiramate exposure in 
pregnancy 
  

The Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment 
Committee (PRAC) , the EMA committee 
that is responsible for assessing all aspects 
of the risk management of medicines for 
human use, recommends new measures 
to avoid exposure of children to 

topiramate-containing medicines in the womb, because the medicine may 
increase the risk of neurodevelopmental problems after exposure during 
pregnancy. Topiramate is already known to cause serious birth defects when 
used during pregnancy. Topiramate-containing medicines are used in the EU 
for the treatment of epilepsy and prevention of migraine. In some EU countries, 
the medicine is also used in combination with phentermine for weight 
reduction. At present, topiramate must not be used to prevent migraine or 
manage body weight during pregnancy and patients who can become pregnant 
must use effective birth control when using topiramate. For patients using 
topiramate for the treatment of epilepsy, the PRAC is now recommending that 
the medicine should not be used during pregnancy unless there is no other 
suitable treatment available. More info here. 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

Epidemiological update on increased COVID-19 transmission, SARS-CoV-2 
variants, and public health considerations for autumn 2023 

 
In recent weeks, there has been a noticeable 
increase in signals of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission in the EU/EEA, deviating from 
previously very low levels. Several factors 
have contributed to this increase, including 
large gatherings and increased travel. 

Additionally, there have been reports of waning levels of immunological 
protection against infection, although severe disease remains well protected 
against in the general population. Vaccination efforts should focus on 
protecting those at risk of progression to severe disease, e.g. people aged over 
60 years and other vulnerable individuals irrespective of age (such as people 
with underlying comorbidities or immunocompromised conditions). More 
here. 
 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 12  October 2023. 
Future meetings: ENVI Committee meetings 2023.pdf 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP website or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also download the 
extracts of speeches. 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the ENVI 
Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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