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Delegation to the EU-Kazakhstan, EU-Kyrgyzstan, EU-Uzbekistan and EU-Tajikistan
Parliamentary Cooperation Committees and for relations with Turkmenistan and Mongolia
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MINUTES

of the meeting of 5 June 2023, 18.00-19.15

Brussels

The meeting opened at 18.00 on Monday, 5 June 2023, with Thierry Mariani (Acting Chair)
and Tomas Zdechovsky (DCAS Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of the draft minutes of the meeting of 20 March 2023

The minutes were adopted.

3. Election of the new Delegation Chair

e The acting Chair reminded that, following the resignation of Mr Fulvio Martusciello
from his position, the Delegation has to elect a new Chair.

e The acting Chair informed that Mr Martusciello remains as full Member of the
Delegation.

e The acting Chair reminded that the quorum, according to article 218/2 of the Rules of

Procedure, is 5 Members and that the EPP Group is putting forward the candidacy of
Mr Tomas Zdechovsky.
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e [fthere are no other candidates, the acting Chair reminded that it is understood that Mr
Zdechovsky has signed the corresponding declarations concerning financial interests
and code of conduct (a formality that must be mentioned).

e The acting Chair asks whether Mr Tomas Zdechovsky accepts the nomination.
Nominated candidate Mr Tomas Zdechovsky accepted his nomination.

e The acting Chair proposes to proceed to electing Mr Tomas Zdechovsky per
acclamation.

e After the election, the acting Chair invited Mr Zdechovsky to assume the Chairmanship.

4. Communications by the Chair

e The new Chair showed his gratitude for the election and congratulates Mr Martusciello
for his Chairmanship, and introduced himself.

e The Chair informed that the Conference of Presidents has authorized two requested
DCAS outgoing missions for the second half of the year: to Mongolia in week 44 and
to Kyrgyzstan in week 51. Further communication will follow in due time.

e The Chair also informed that the incoming Parliamentary Cooperation Committee with
Kazakhstan is now scheduled for the month of October, to be confirmed by the Kazakh
Majlis.

e The Chair stated the Members of the Delegation that Mr Tomas Tob¢, Chair of the
Committee for Development, has asked the Delegation for the relations with Central
Asia - as well as to other Delegations - to appoint a Member to monitor the
implementation of the principle of policy coherence for development (PCD) in the
countries covered by the Delegation.

This Member will be part of network to will facilitate the screening and treatment of
PCD issues in different policies and initiatives in support of DEVE’s Standing
Rapporteur for PCD, Ms Janina Ochojska.

The Chair invited Members who are interested to express their interest either at this
moment of the meeting or later by writing to the Secretariat.

5.  Briefing and exchange of views on the 6th EU-Turkmenistan Inter-Parliamentary
Meeting (Ashgabat and Mary, 19-21 June 2023), with H.E. Mr Sapar Palvanov,

PE746.547v01-00 2/9 PV\1280491EN.docx

EN



Ambassador, Mission of Turkmenistan to the European Union

Mr Palvanov started his speech with gratitude to the Members and gave detailed information
about the upcoming visit of the EP to Turkmenistan. Then he continued about Taliban's
situation in Afghanistan, which included Turkmenistan’s position on ongoing events in the
region: "We considered it necessary to support the efforts of Afghan authorities and the Afghan
movement to ensure security, tourism, and crime; it's important to combine approaches and
efforts across countries in this issue. A solution to the Afghan issue is impossible without the
involvement of the political forces of Afghanistan and without dialogue with Afghan
authorities. We deeply believe that effective contact with Kabul will significantly reduce levels
of violence and security threats in the region. We sent medical staff to Afghanistan, especially
women; now we have 500 patients, and we will continue this project. We are ready to cooperate
with the EU and other international organizations for the implementation of joint projects,
including economic projects for the territory of Afghanistan. We have had TAPI projects for
5-6 years and have tried to communicate with the Taliban in order to secure them. It's not just
beneficial for the Taliban forces; it will be beneficial for the nation and the population of
Afghanistan, and it can also provide jobs there."

Then he stated their position on the war in Ukraine: that Turkmenistan will never support any
kind of violence and will always call on the parties to approach them to resolve any kind of
issue peacefully. They will take a position of neutrality, but that doesn’t mean Turkmenistan
stands back and just watches. He continued, "We have opened more opportunities for the
Ukrainian business community in Turkmenistan; big Ukrainian companies started
implementing bigger projects in Turkmenistan that cost about a billion dollars, which means it
can be helpful for the Ukrainian economy. We also continue to work with the Embassy in
Turkmenistan; we ensure our humanitarian convoys meet their needs; we try to communicate
with them in order to get a list of their needs; and we try to send humanitarian convoys in a
systematic way. I see that some colleagues make a decision that Turkmenistan stands for the
Russian position. If you look at our actions in the international community, it will also prove
that Turkmenistan will try to be more innovative, be more helpful, and find some peaceful
solutions. Because, for example, to send a humanitarian convoy to Ukraine, you think that
Russians like it; to open more business opportunities for Ukraine's business, no. On the energy
field, we try to initiate dialogue on energy, to talk about energy that Turkmenistan has and
energy resources that the EU needs. We try to make a step, but Russians don't like it. We have
our own way for development in Turkmenistan; that's how I want to present our position in a
proper way."

The Chair thanked the Ambassador and asked if anyone had a question. The Ambassador
answered five questions from the Members. The first one was about trade. He answered that
trade turnover in Central Asian countries has increased, and the region itself has become more
united. Specific problem: good mechanism in the region is consulting CA leaders; we see good
results from that. Turkmenistan started to export electricity to Kyrgyzstan, and we increased
the value of exporting electricity to Uzbekistan. Further, we also see increasing trade
cooperation with the EU and Member States. During the visit, you will get more detailed and
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wider information on human rights. Regarding human rights issues in Turkmenistan, you have
to study the culture of Turkmenistan.

Third question: what is your relationship with Turkey? Historically, it has a strong tie with
Turkey and Turkmenistan, with the same language and culture. We are members of Turkic
states. I’'m sure that it will get stronger with this bilateral tie and in economic fields as well.
Recently, Turkmenistan ratified this trilateral agreement: Turkey, Azerbaijan, and
Turkmenistan. I think it's a good tendency in all fields. Also, if we are to make steps towards
Europe in the energy field, we have to have strong ties with Azerbaijan and Turkey; without
these countries, it's impossible.

New City is the province centre, and only national companies are contracted; other foreign
companies are partners on elements, but in Ashgabat, the French company is the leader in this
field, followed by Italian and Turkish companies. If we try to rely on Turkmen companies rather
than these foreign companies, we see real results."

The fourth question was about a solution for Turkmenistan to export gas. Turkmenistan has a
deal with the EU, and they consider the EU and Member States as an organization as a reliable
partner in energy in any economic situation. Turkmenistan looks towards the EU, but they need
some steps from the EU and Member States towards Turkmenistan. Nowadays, they try to reach
some agreements on that, and they finally decided to have a meeting in June on energy issues.
Turkmenistan started the practice of exporting gas to Azerbaijan, and it works.

The last question was about sanctions against Russia, and the Ambassador stated that he first
heard Turkmenistan could be involved in a previous EU meeting, but there is no information
on that involvement. He continued that Turkmenistan has a stable turnover with Russia and a
stable but a little bit increasing turnover with the EU. He said, "I feel very comfortable here,
especially in this forum on that topic. I got no response or request from an EU organization on
that topic. Turkmenistan was and will be a recognized member of the international community.
We will respect all EU sanctions, even US sanctions. We will continue our relationship with
Iran."

In camera

6. Briefing and exchange of views on the 6th EU-Turkmenistan Inter-Parliamentary
Meeting (Ashgabat and Mary, 19-21 June 2023) with Mr Luc Devigne, Deputy
Managing Director for Russia, Eastern Partnership, Central Asia, Regional
cooperation and OSCE (EEAS)

Chair started by stating Turkmenistan is the only Central Asian country without a Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement with the EU. The European Parliament made the ratification of
this Agreement, which was signed already in 1998, conditional on progress in human rights and
fundamental freedoms, a position it reaffirmed for the last time in a resolution of March 2019.
Despite the country’s isolation, the EU opened a delegation in Turkmenistan in July 2019. They
asked Mr Luc Devign for more information.
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Mr Luc Devigne continued by showing his gratitude to members and stating that it is useful in
this regard to visit Turkmenistan by yourself. In camera, he raised five points on: 1 Domestic
situation: Aspects on Human Rights, Economic situation, Relation with the EU and Regional

policy.

7.  Any other business
No other business.
8.  Date and place of next meeting

To be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 19.15.

PV\1280491EN.docx

5/9

PE746.547v01-00

EN



EN

MPUCHCTBEH JIUCT/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENCNI LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/KATAXTAXH ITAPONTQN/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRESENCE/POPIS NAZOCNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLEJUMU REGISTRS/DALYVIU SARASAS/
JELENLETI iV/REGISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOSCI/LISTA DE PRESENCAS/
LISTA DE PREZENTA/PREZENCNA LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOCIH/LASNAOLOLISTA/NARVAROLISTA

Bropo/Mesa/Ptedsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/ITpoedpeio/Bureau/Predsjednistvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/
Biuras/Elnokség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsednictvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

Tomas Zdechovsky

Unenose/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendilitkmed/Bovigvtéc/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputati/
Nariai/Képviselok/Membri/Leden/Postowie/Deputados/Deputati/Jasenet/Ledamoter

Engin Eroglu, Eugen Jurzyca, Thierry Mariani, Francisco Jos¢ Millan Mon, Niklas Nienass, R6za Thun und Hohenstein

3amectaurm/Suplentes/Nahradnici/Stedfortreedere/Stellvertreter/ Asendusliikmed/AvamAnpoté/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/
Supplenti/Aizstajéji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Po6ttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastgpcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanti/Nahradnici/
Namestniki/Varajésenet/Suppleanter

Maria da Graga Carvalho, Karsten Lucke

209 (7)

216 (3)

56 (8) (Touxa ot nueBHus pex/Punto del orden del dia/Bod pofadu jednani (OJ)/Punkt pa dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/
Paevakorra punkt/Enpeio g nuepnoag ddraéng/Agenda item/Point OJ/Tocka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kartibas
punkts/Darbotvarkés punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Agenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porzadku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea de
zi/Bod programu schodze/Tocka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Punkt pé foredragningslistan)

Katarina Roth Neved'alova 5-6

PE746.547v01-00 6/9 PV\1280491EN.docx




Ha6nronarenn/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observaterer/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/ITapotnpntéc/Observers/Observateurs/Promatraci/
Osservatori/Noverotaji/Stebétojai/Megfigyelok/Osservaturi/ Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/
Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatorer

ITo moxana Ha npexacenaremnst/Por invitacion del presidente/Na pozvani predsedy/Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des
Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Me npockinon tov [Ipoédpov/At the invitation of the Chair/Sur l'invitation du président/ Na poziv
predsjednika/Su invito del presidente/Péc priek§seédetaja uzaicinajuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnok meghivasara/ Fuq stedina
ta¢-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczacego/A convite do Presidente/La invitatia presedintelui/
Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/Pa ordférandens inbjudan

H. E. Sapar Palvanov, Turkmen Ambassador

CrBet/Consejo/Rada/Radet/Rat/Noukogu/Zvppovito/Council/Conseil/Vijece/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanacs/Kunsill/Raad/
Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Réadet (*)

Kowmucusi/Comision/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Komisjon/Emttponty/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottsag/
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissao/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

EU-Udenrigstjenesten/Européischer Auswartiger Dienst/Euroopa vilisteenistus/Evponaikn Yanpeoio EEmtepucic Apdong/European
External Action service/Service européen pour l'action extérieure/Europska sluzba za vanjsko djelovanje/Servizio europeo per 1’azione
esterna/Eiropas Argjas darbibas dienests/Europos iSorés veiksmy tarnyba/Eurépai Kiiliigyi Szolgélat/Servizz Ewropew ghall-Azzjoni
Esterna/Europese dienst voor extern optreden/Europejska Stuzba Dziatan Zewnetrznych/Servigo Europeu para a Acgao Externa/
Serviciul european pentru actiune externa/Eurdpska sluzba pre vonkajsiu ¢innost’/Evropska sluzba za zunanje delovanje/Euroopan
ulkosuhdehallinto/Europeiska avdelningen for yttre atgard (*)

Luc Devigne, Liga Jermacane, Dietmar Krissler

Jpyru unctutyun u opranu/Otras instituciones y organismos/Ostatni organy a instituce/Andre institutioner og organer/Andere
Organe und Einrichtungen/Muud institutsioonid ja organid/Aowd Osopcd opyava kot opyavicpoi/Other institutions and bodies/Autres
institutions et organes/Druge institucije i tijela/Altre istituzioni e altri organi/Citas iestades un struktiiras/Kitos institucijos ir jstaigos/
Mas intézmények és szervek/Istituzzjonijiet u korpi ohra/Andere instellingen en organen/Inne instytucje i organy/Outras instituigdes

e outros Orgaos/Alte institutii si organe/Iné institucie a organy/Muut toimielimet ja elimet/Andra institutioner och organ

PV\1280491EN.docx 7/9 PE746.547v01-00

EN



EN

Jpyru yaactauim/Otros participantes/Ostatni ucastnici/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Eniong nopdvtec/Other
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klatesoSie/Kiti dalyviai/Més résztvevok/Partecipanti ohra/Andere
aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alfi participanti/Ini Gi¢astnici/Drugi udelezenci/Muut osallistujat/Ovriga deltagare

Cexperapuar Ha nomuradeckute rpymu/Secretaria de los Grupos politicos/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/I'pappateio tov [ToMtikdv Opddwmv/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat
des groupes politiques/TajniStva klubova zastupnika/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariats/Frakcijy sekretoriai/
Képviselécsoportok titkarsaga/Segretarjat gruppi politici/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secretariado dos grupos
politicos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Sekretariat politicnih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristot/
De politiska gruppernas sekretariat

PPE Anna Kaczmarek

S&D Jurgen Siil, Andraz Tavcar
Renew Olinka Harmegnies
Verts/ALE Tessel Giele

ID Tamara Volokhova

ECR Jan Dinga

The Left

NI

Kabuner na npencenarenst/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelaf predsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Préasidenten/Presidendi
kantselei/I'pageio Tov ITpoédpov/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Ured predsjednika/Gabinetto del Presidente/Priekssedétaja
kabinets/Pirmininko kabinetas/Elnoki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczacego/Gabinete do
Presidente/Cabinet Presedinte/Kancelaria predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli

Kabuner na renepanuus cekperap/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelat generalniho tajemnika/Generalsekretaerens Kabinet/
Kabinett des Generalsekretérs/Peasekretiri biiroo/I'pageio tov 'evikov I'pappatéo/Secretary-General's Office/Cabinet du secrétaire
général/Ured glavnog tajnika/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Generalsekretara kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/
Fétitkari hivatal/Kabinett tas-Segretarju Generali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do
Secretario-Geral/Cabinet Secretar General/Kancelaria generalneho tajomnika/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Piésihteerin kabinetti/
Generalsekreterarens kansli

PE746.547v01-00 8/9 PV\1280491EN.docx




I'enepanna qupekuust/Direccion General/Generalni feditelstvi/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/I'evucr) AtevBvvon/
Directorate-General/Direction générale/Glavna uprava/Direzione generale/Generaldirektorats/Generalinis direktoratas/Féigazgatosag/
Direttorat Generali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcgio-Geral/Directii Generale/Generalne riaditel'stvo/Generalni
direktorat/Péddosasto/Generaldirektorat

DG PRES
DG IPOL
DG EXPO
DG EPRS
DG COMM
DG PART
DG PERS
DG INLO
DG TRAD
DG LINC
DG FINS
DG ITEC
DG SAFE

IpaBna ciyx6a/Servicio Juridico/Pravni shuzba/Juridisk Tjeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Oigusteenistus/Nopky Yrmpeoio/Legal Service/
Service juridique/Pravna sluzba/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/Teisés tarnyba/Jogi szolgalat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/
Wydziat prawny/Servico Juridico/Serviciu Juridic/Pravny servis/Oikeudellinen yksikko/Réttstjansten

Cexperapuat Ha komucHsaTa/Secretaria de la comision/Sekretariat vyboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/ Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni
sekretariaat/I"pappateio g emrpomng/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Tajnistvo odbora/Segreteria della
commissione/ Komitejas sekretariats/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottsag titkarsaga/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/
Sekretariat komisji/Secretariado da comissao/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristo/Utskottssekretariatet

Vita Grifita, Niccolo Rinaldi, Narangoo Munkhdelger

Corpynuuk/Asistente/Asistent/Assistent/ Assistenz/Bon00¢/Assistant/Assistente/Paligs/Padéjéjas/Asszisztens/Asystent/Pomocnik/
Avustaja/Assistenter

Dimitrios Athanasiadis, Leonards Bunga, Lucia Majerikova, Maria Maseda Varela, Ludovica Serafini, Ondrej Soika

* (P) = IIpencenaren/Presidente/Piedseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/I1p6edpoc/Chairman/Président/Predsjednik/Priekssedetajs/

Pirmininkas/EInok/'Chairman'/Voorzitter/Przewodniczacy/Presedinte/Predseda/Predsednik/Puheenjohtaja/Ordforande

(VP) = 3amectHuk-npencenaren/Vicepresidente/Mistopiedseda/Nastformand/Stellvertretender Vorsitzender/Aseesimees/Avtipoedpog/
Vice-Chair/Potpredsjednik/Vice-Président/Potpredsjednik/Priek§seédétaja vietnieks/Pirmininko pavaduotojas/Alelnok/ Vici
'Chairman'/Ondervoorzitter/ Wiceprzewodniczacy/Vice-Presidente/ Vicepresedinte/Podpredseda/Podpredsednik/
Varapuheenjohtaja/Vice ordférande

(M) = Unen/Miembro/Clen/Medlem/Mitglied/Parlamendiliige/Bovievtiig/Member/Membre/Clan/Membro/Deputats/Narys/Képvisel 6/
Membru/Lid/Cztonek/Membro/Membru/Clen/Poslanec/Jisen/Ledamot

(F) = JnwxrocTHo nune/Funcionario/Ukednik/Tjenestemand/Beamter/ Ametnik/YmédAAnog/Official/Fonctionnaire/Duznosnik/
Funzionario/lerédnis/Pareigiinas/Tisztviselé/Ufficjal/ Ambtenaar/Urzednik/Funcionario/Functionar/Uradnik/Uradnik/Virkamies/
Tjénsteman

PV\1280491EN.docx 9/9 PE746.547v01-00

EN



