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Michael GAHLER has been Member of the European Parliament 
(Germany, EPP) since 1999. He is currently serving as coordinator of the 
EPP Group in the committee on foreign affairs, and is substitute member 
of the subcommittee on security and defence as well as of the 
committee on transport and tourism. He is vice chair of the EP’s 
delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, member of the 
delegation for relations with South Africa as well as substitute member 
of the delegation for relations with the Pan-African Parliament. He 
studied law in Germany, with further studies in France, and later joined 
the diplomatic academy of the German foreign office (1990-1991), after 
which he spent two years as a desk officer in the department of 
‘international environmental politics’. From 1993-1995, he was the desk 
officer in the international office of the Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU). Between 1995 and 1999, again with the German foreign office, he 
was a desk officer for the Baltic States and the Council of the Baltic Sea 
states. 

 

Online policy roundtable 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/events/upcoming-events?eventTypeCode=&organiserMnemoCode=EPRS
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Ruth DEYERMOND is Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in Post-
Soviet Security in the Department of War Studies, King’s College 
London. She previously worked in HM Treasury in areas including UK 
policy towards the International Financial Institutions. Her primary 
research areas are Russian foreign and security policy, particularly in 
relation to Europe, the US, and the states of the former Soviet Union, 
and US policy towards Russia. Her publications include Security and 
Sovereignty in the Former Soviet Union, and numerous articles and 
chapters on Russian and US foreign policy. She has been a frequent 
media contributor on the issue of the current war in Ukraine, including 
to the BBC, The Washington Post, El Pais, and the Observer. She is a 
regular commentator on the war for Prospect. She has given evidence 
on the war to the UK Parliament’s National Security Strategy Joint 
Committee. 

 

 

Jana JUZOVA is a Senior Research Fellow and Head of the Global 
Europe Programme at EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy. 
Previously she cooperated with other Central European think tanks and 
EULEX EU’s Rule of Law Mission to Kosovo. She was a Visiting Scholar in 
the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik in Brussels and a ReThink.CEE 
Fellow in the German Marshall Fund of the United States. In her 
research, she focuses primarily on the Western Balkans, EU enlargement, 
and regional cooperation in CEE. She graduated in International 
Relations from Masaryk University in Brno. 

 

 

Nicolai VON ONDARZA is the Head of the EU/Europe Research Division 
at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik, SWP) in Berlin. His work focuses on the 
governance of the EU, EU democracy and UK-EU relations after Brexit. He 
was recently a member of the Franco-German expert group on EU 
institutional reform and Co-Rapporteur of the CEPS-SWP High-Level 
Group on Bolstering EU Democracy. Recent Publications include The 
Crisis Governance of the European Union and Getting Ready - Ukraine’s 
potential accession and EU institutional reform. 
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Ievgen KYLYMNYK is a Regional Project Manager for UNDP Eurasia 
working on innovation and systems transformation in Europe and 
Central Asia. Previously, he held roles as an Innovation Officer at the UN 
Secretariat and Head of Exploration at the UNDP Accelerator Lab in 
Ukraine, where he worked on innovative solutions for global peace and 
sustainable development. He also contributed to strategy and e-
governance reforms in various positions within the European Union 
Advisory Mission to Ukraine and the Presidential Office of Ukraine. In his 
professional work, he enjoys working across disciplines, finding 
synergies between bureaucracy and creativity, as well as facilitating 
strategic discussions and sense making processes. He holds advanced 
degrees in international law, public policy, and computer science.  
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